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Fast Reading

Passage”

Reading Time: 4 minutes

First Dog in Space

Laika (whose name means “barker” ) was a 3-year-old mongrel stray (7/#L7& %) ) wandering
the streets of Moscow when she was picked up and taken to a secret Soviet space laboratory.
Scientists selected strays because they had already learned to adapt to cold and harsh
conditions.

Along with two strays named Albina and Muska, Laika was put through a series of
rigorous' tests to prepare for spaceflight. In the end, Laika was deemed’ most fit to become
the first dog in space. The selection would have tragic consequences for the friendly stray.

While Laika underwent training, engineers were rushing to get her spacecraft ready
to fly. Following the successful launch of Sputnik 1 on Oct. 4, 1957, Soviet Premier Nikita
Khrushchev decreed’ that he wanted an even more spectacular space first to be launched by
Nov. 7, the 40th anniversary of the Bolshevik Revolution.

Planners decided to move up Laika’s flight, which had been set for sometime in 1958.
The resulting spacecraft was a rush job thrown together in less than a month that featured a life-
support system, cooling fan, and enough gelled (& /it 49 ) dog food to last seven days. Laika was
fitted with a harness to restrict her movements and instruments to measure her heart rate,
breathing, and other functions.

The spacecraft lacked one crucial element: a heat shield’. Soviet engineers had not yet
perfected the technique for returning capsules from space. Before the flight, Dr. Vladimir
Yazdovfsky took Laika home to play with his children. “I wanted to do something nice for
her,” he would later write, “She had so little time left to live” .

Laika was launched aboard Sputnik 2" on Nov. 3, 1957. Laika’s heart rate, which was

Guess the meanings of the following words in the context.

1. rigorous A BHH B. U1 C. K
2. deem ANl B. #&H C. &

3. decree A. RFEAIYL B. KAifa% C. #ihah R
4. shield A. Bt B¢ B. AAE C. B
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103 beats per minute prior to launch, more than doubled to 240 beats per minute as the R-7
rocket accelerated toward orbit. Her heart rate finally settled down three hours into the flight.
The first dog in space was alive and eating her food during her early hours in orbit. However,
all signs of life ceased about five to seven hours after liftoff. Laika had died of excessive heat
and stress, and the causes had not been revealed publicly for 40 years. The Soviets originally
claimed the dog had survived in orbit for days.

Laika became famous worldwide as her brave exploits were hailed” as another glorious
feat for the Soviet space program. The first dog in space is honored with a statue that sits in

Star City “, where Russian cosmonauts® train. (408 words)
Abridged from

http://www.rocketcityspacepioneers.com/space/first-dog-in-space

5. hail A. FUKE B. T4 C. #
6. cosmonaut A. FALG B. iz gl b1 C. 5 A\ 51

Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions.

1.

What was the main reason for strays to be selected for space program?

A. They were friendly animals.

B. They preferred wandering the streets.

C. They could suffer rigorous tests.

D. They got used to severe environment.

Which of the following was not equipped in Laika’s spaceship?

A. A life-support system. B. A cooling fan.

C. A heat shield. D. Gelled dog food.

How did Dr. Vladimir Yazdovfsky feel about Laika as he took her home to play with his children?
A. She was a very brave dog.

B. She would become famous soon.

C. She would be honored by people.

D. She was worthy of sympathy.

How long did Laika survive after the liftoff of Sputnik 2?

A. 3 hours. B. 5 to 7 hours.

C. More than 7 hours. D. Several days.

According to the passage, what was originally kept as a secret by the Soviet government?
A. The origin of Laika. B. The causes of Laika’s death.

C. The launching time of Laika. D. The Soviet space program.
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Reading Time: 4 minutes

Neil Armstrong Remembered as Hero,
an Image He Shunned

By Ned Potter

Neil Armstrong ~, the Apollo 11 astronaut who died Saturday at 82, said he did not want
to live his life as an icon', remembered only for that electric night in 1969 when he and Buzz
Aldrin walked on the moon.

But when you have done what he did — stepped out, alone, onto another world while half
a billion Earthlings® watched your television transmission — the world recalls. Armstrong’s
moonwalk is one of those events that brought the world together; most people who are old
enough to have seen it can tell you exactly where they were when it happened.

“His one small step will inspire generations to come,” said space shuttle astronaut Nicole
Stott on Twitter. She quoted Armstrong from a 1994 speech: “There are places to go beyond
belief.” “Neil Armstrong today takes his place in the hall of heroes,” said Mitt Romney. “The

moon will miss its first son of earth.”

Guess the meanings of the following words in the context.

1. icon A X B. AfH C. fifg
2. earthling A HiER A B. JMEA C. A
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Armstrong would doubtless have been uncomfortable with all the tributes’. People who
knew him said he was not a recluse (F4-), but he was a private man who quickly deflected*
credit to others. He described himself, more than once, as a “nerdy engineer.” He often
protested that while he and Aldrin made the first lunar landing, they merely piloted a mission
made possible by thousands of others. ‘

But after his death was announced, the words kept coming.

In his later years, Armstrong publicly complained about Washington politics. He said the
space program had become a “shuttlecock (F£3K )" in the budget battles between the White
House and Congress, which could not agree on its direction or how much America could
afford to spend on it.

“NASA"“ has been one of the most successful public investments in motivating students
to do well and achieve all they can achieve,” said Armstrong in an interview in Australia this
spring. “It’s sad that we are turning the program in a direction where it will reduce the amount
of motivation and stimulation it provides to young people. And that’s a major concern to me.”

His family, in their statement announcing that he had died, asked people to dispense with
words: “For those who may ask what they can do to honor Neil, we have a simple request,”
they said. “Honor his example of service, accomplishment and modesty, and the next time you
walk outside on a clear night and see the moon smiling down at you, think of Neil Armstrong

and give him a wink™.” (411 words)

Abridged from
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/neil-armstrong-man-moon-remembered-hero-called-
engineer/story?id=17081691

3. tribute AT B. #4% e v

4. deflect A. fHkIE B. i =S C. fifi [k
5. wink A. iZHR B. 4% JE C. i

Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions.
e

1. People consider Neil Armstrong as a hero because of his
A. living style B. life experience
C. moonwalk D. ambition
2. The word “nerdy” in Paragraph 4 means “ (2
A. fortunate B. diligent
C. indifferent D. foolish
3. According to this passage, White House and Congress were difficult in

A. making an agreement on the battles
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B. conducting a budget battles for their own benefits
C. reducing the amount of the budget of space program
D. reaching a compromise on the budget of space program
4. The last paragraph implies that Armstrong’s family
A. wanted everyone to think of him when walking outside
B. asked people to get rid of compliments in memory of him
C. called on the public in memory of him in a simple way
D. suggested that the public should honor his accomplishment
5. According to this passage, Neil Armstrong is a man of
A. modesty B. inspiration
C. confidence D. consideration

(D Neil Armstrong: /& /% - FT 4074 31, 42193048 A 5 B £ T4k Z 4K M Ko A+ A 35,
1949~1952 F & £ B FMAZA(RATERR ), A F—NMEEARGFAR. 2012%F
8 A 25 B, 4 bay 81 & RE AT K UG 04 JF KA i, FF-82 %
(2 NASA: £ H E FALE ALK £ (National Aeronautics and Space Administration), % %
i KR 6 B AL
_ J

Reading Time: 8 minutes

G

Challenger Disaster Remembered
on 25th Anniversary

Two days before the space shuttle Challenger”’ made its final flight, Carl McNair
spoke to his brother Ron McNair on the telephone. “He said, ‘The weather is not looking
good and things are icing up and I don’t think we are going to launch.”” recalled Carl

McNair, who had come to Florida to watch his brother and six crew members launch into
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orbit.

So he headed home to Atlanta with his wife and father, expecting to return in a week
to see his brother’s second spaceflight. Instead, on a cold Tuesday morning 25 years ago, he
turned on the television and “there it was, taking off. I couldn’t believe it.”

Surprise turned to horror just over a minute later.

“As it got higher and higher, the solid rocket booster started to veer' off, and I didn’t
know how I knew. But I knew they were gone,” McNair said. “T stood there with tears streaming
down my eyes, saying ‘Oh my God, oh my God’ — what so many people were saying in unison’
around the world.”

That moment on Jan. 28, 1986, replayed again and again by news networks, left a scar on
the national psyche ( 3% ) that haunts® the country, and NASA, to this day.

The loss of seven astronauts — including New Hampshire teacher Christa McAuliffe —
traumatized® a nation that was fiercely proud of a program that had sent men to the moon. It
also shattered the illusion that NASA was infallible — or at least close to it — as a subsequent
investigation proved that the disaster could have been prevented.

A select commission led by former Secretary of State William Rogers concluded that the
cause of the accident was a faulty O-ring (O 7% %3} ) in one of two solid-fuel rocket boosters.
A breach (%L @) in the O-ring allowed hot gases to escape and burn a hole in the shuttle’s 15-story
external fuel tank, causing it to explode.

But there was more.

The frigid® weather — it was 36 degrees at the time of the launch — caused the O-ring to
shrink and give hot gases a pathway to escape. Worse, NASA managers had known about, and
dismissed, partial failures of O-rings in previous launches and also ignored prelaunch warnings
about the rings’ vulnerability’ in cold weather.

But it would take 17 years and the loss of another shuttle before NASA finally got the
message. A report after the 2003 Columbia disaster noted that — Challenger notwithstanding’ —

Guess the meanings of the following words in the context.

1. veer A. BUETT (1) B. BEFL LT C. BUSA
2. unison A. it B. 4 C.—%

3. haunt A. FE3 B. it C.HE
4. traumatize A. A & B. {5z 15 C. fHPLAl
5. frigid < A EFI B. ZEVR 1) C. 450Ky
6. vulnerability A. ERAE B. 551 C. ffU bt

7. notwithstanding At B. {4 C. it
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NASA had failed to change a culture that often rewarded ambition over safety.

Columbia® was doomed when a briefcase-sized chunk of insulating® foam (&% ) peeled
off the shuttle’s fuel tank during launch and punched a hole in the heat-resistant tiles on the
leading edge of the orbiter’s left wing.

Columbia was cleared to return to Earth on the morning of Feb. 1. When searing gases
generated by reentry entered the orbiter through the hole in the wing, Columbia disintegrated’
over Texas, killing the seven crew members.

Foam had been falling off the fuel tank for years, gouging (4% i# ) chunks out of the orbiters’
heat-resistant tiles and, once before, allowing reentry heat to almost burn a hole in a shuttle’s belly.
But NASA engineers, lacking a solution that would keep the foam in place, elected to ignore
the issue.

“By the eve of the Columbia accident, institutional practices that were in effect at the time of
the Challenger accident — such as inadequate concern over deviations from expected performance,
a silent safety program, and schedule pressure — had returned to NASA,” investigators wrote.

Diane Vaughan, a Columbia University professor who researched the agency’s culture
after both Challenger and Columbia, said the loss of Columbia was especially painful to
employees who had lived through Challenger. “They had felt they had truly fixed things,” she said.

Vaughan said that post-Columbia NASA has a far different approach to safety.

“Look at the recent attempts to launch Discovery and how long they’ve stood down for
that.” she said.

“It doesn’t mean they (NASA engineers) are doing poorly. It means they identified a flaw
and are taking safety seriously.”

Discovery’s next flight, now set for Feb. 24, has been delayed since early November
by cracks in five support rods in the center of the external fuel tank. Engineers have worked
carefully to figure out the cause, even pulling the shuttle back from the launchpad to the
Vehicle Assembly Building for X-rays and other tests.

Outside NASA, the Challenger disaster has morphed' into one of those shared traumas
(& R 2] 4% ) — like the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks or President Kennedy’s assassination — that
serve as touchstones across generations.

Accentuating" the grief was the loss of McAuliffe, a high school teacher selected to go

8. insulating A. B2 B. i€/ C. i
9. disintegrate A B B. i C. B3
10. morph A. Btk B. #%[a) C.ic#
11. accentuate A EHiE B. 5 ] C. 218
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into space to boost interest among children, many of whom were watching that day.

One of them was novelist Diana Peterfreund, then a first-grader in Clearwater, Fla. Her
teacher had brought the class outside to watch the launch — visible, if remotely, even to those
on the other side of the state.

“The teachers were explaining the different parts of the rocket coming off ... when
someone came from inside and told them that something went wrong,” she said.

Peterfreund remembers the shock of seeing her teacher cry.

“It was almost like she was teaching us how we were supposed to feel; it made it more
understandable,” she said.

President Reagan” tried to act as a surrogate'” father to the nation’s students in an
address on the night of Jan. 28, 1986.

“I want to say something to the schoolchildren of America who were watching the live
coverage of the shuttle’s takeoff. I know it’s hard to understand, but sometimes painful things
like this happen,” Reagan said. “It’s all part of the process of exploration and discovery. It’s

all part of taking a chance and expanding man’s horizon.” (954 words)

Abridged from

http://www latimes.com/topic/science-technology/space-programs/space-shuttle-challenger-disaster

12. surrogate A. TEIRE B. B4 C. Uy

. Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions.

. What was the weather like when space shuttle Challenger was launched?
A. It was sunny. B. It was cool.

C. It was hot. D. It was cold.

. Among the 7 astronauts of Challenger, Christa McAuliffe was a

A. worker B. teacher

C. engineer D. lawyer

. Before Challenger disaster, people in America firmly believed that

A. their country could send man to the moon

B. the country was haunted by a scar

C. their illusion of NASA was shaken

D. the NASA programs were absolutely safe

. According to William Rogers, the explosion of Challenger was caused by
A. hot gases B. a hole in the fuel tank
C. a faulty O-ring D. rocket booster
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5. The later Columbia disaster indicated that NASA
A. had failed to change their culture
B. placed more emphasis on safety
C. weighed more ambition than safety
D. attached the same importance to ambition and safety

6. Which of the following was NOT true as for the foam problem?
A. Foam had been falliﬁg off the fuel tank for years.
B. Foam gouged chunks out of the orbiter’s heat-resistant tiles.
C. NASA’s engineers found a solution to keep the foam in place.
D. NASA'’s engineers chose to ignore the issue.

7. According to Diane Vaughan, the post-Columbia NASA
Axdevelops a different approach
B. attempts to launch Discovery
C. works more carefully

D. takes safety more seriously

B. Complete the sentences with the information given in the text.

1. For all Americans, the Challenger disaster has changed into one of those
2. As one member of the astronauts of Challenger, the selection of McAuliffe was to

3. On the night of Jan. 28, 1986, President Reagan tried to comfort the school children of America
by

(D Challenger: PLiX F FA K Kh, £EEXME A6 H —RALK L, 198651 A
28 B, B F FAERATE I0RKTES50, AALAMESKFHESERE L@es—40
WKL, FH—ik $ OB, S AT )G T340, M AR S, AL LR 7
& FAR AR IZRES P A

@ Columbia: S L5 ALK KL, 1981 F4 A 12 B HREH, 2 £BF—REXRAK
BALR kAL, 200342 A 1 B £ E AR LFont, £E “FHILE” SAHAR KM
AEAF S N A6 L AR 9%, T & FALR AR A,

(@ President Reagan: £ H ¥4 AR, BAREF — (o h B IRFABUR, B4 s F#H %
KHR KA EG, 2005,k £ B ALK FIERA “RBERGERA”
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