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Ge Yuxiu, male, Han nationality, was born in Shandong

Province in 1954. He got an educational background of student

postgraduate degree. He had joined the army in 1970 and was

transferred to civiliamwork in 1994. Now he is working for the

People’'s Bank of China, Xi'ning Finance Supervision Office. He

self-studied the photography and has especially loved taking

? photos of birds. He has published more than 700 photos on
newspapers and magazines at above provincial level, among
which more than 60 were awarded prizes nationwide. Ge Yuxiu
is a member of China Photographers’ Association, China Art
Photography Association and Qinghai Photographers’
Association. He is a Director of Qinghai Folkways Art Photogra-

phy Assoa'xmgs well.
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A Few Words about the Bird Island
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Tibetan students in the bird island
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Staff of Qinghai Lake national nature protection zone
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HB100 SER, REB “BA” NODELE

A photographer called “bird man” who has taken photos of more than a hundred birds
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BEAUTIFUL BIRD INLANDS IN QINGHAI LAKE

There is a famous plateau lake, Qinghai Lake, in the west China. Qinghai Lake was called "West Sea" in ancient times.
Its total area is 4,500 square kilometers. Qinghai Lake is the largest salt-water lake in China, the gem and the pride of Qinghai
Province, which was named after it. Qinghai Lake was stipulated as an international nunja in 1992 and it is China's national
nature protection zone. Several islands such as Haixishan, Haixinshan, Sankuaishi, Shadao, etc. are located in Qinghai Lake.
From March to September each year, hundreds of thousands of birds like bar-headed geese, fish gulls, brown-headed gulls,
cormorants, white whooper swans (in winter) and ducks gather in the islands to breed and change feather. Therefore the islands
became well-known bird kingdom in the world.

Birds in Qinghai Lake are of 163 kinds belonging to 14 orders and 35 sub-orders. Bar-headed goose, fish gull, brown-
headed gull, cormorant, red-spotted duck and whooper swan have the most population. The bird islands are mainly referred to
as Haixishan and Haixipi. Haixishan is also called as Xaioxishan and Egg Island. It looks like a hump and the area was only 0.
11 square kilometer originally. Its land area has become larger, for the lake water level decreased in the recent years. Now the
top of the island is 7.6 meters higher than the water level. This island is the hereditary land for bar-headed geese, fish gulls and
brown-headed gulls. Every spring, lots of bar-headed geese, fish gulls and brown-headed gulls come here together and occupy
an area respectively. They spread their nests and lay eggs everywhere in the island. The eggs are as thick as huckleberries
then, and this is why the island is called Egg Island as well. Haixipi is a land more than 30 meters above the water level, with
its east part higher while the west part lower, looking like a draw board. Its area is about 0.46 square meters. This island is of
flat physical features and fully covered with leguminous plant and wild onion. The east part of the island is a cliff facing the lake
with the northeast corner immersing into the water, looking like a castle in distance. Here is the kingdom of cormorants. When

thousands of cormorants densely gather, it just likes dark clouds spreading over the sky.



The bird islands are with physically flat features and warm climate. They are
surrounded by water in three directions and with quiet environment. The aquatic plant
and fish are abundant in these areas, where are natural sites for birds to live and
multiply. The aquatic birds can see what others cannot see. They choose the places
with different physical features and environment to build their ideal homes according
to their customs and likes.

Most birds in the bird islands are migratory birds. In springs while the warm
flow goes in Indian Ocean, the birds in south Asia ad south China fly over the Himalayas,
the Yangse River, the Yellow River, to be back to their homes to live and multiply, like
wandering sons thinking of their parents. When the birds arrive in the bird islands,
they immediately construct their new homes without rest. The bird islands in this
season are busy and joyful. The whole islands become the world of birds. You can
see birds fly hither and thither from early morning to evening.

The beautiful bird islands in Qinghai Lake are paradise of birds and also
marvelous spectacles in Qinghai Plateau. In recent years such a scene of the bird
islands and unique life of aquatic birds have attracted people's interesting and many

tourists have come to visit.
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Sun-moon Mountain, a demarcation line of the agriculture area and the stock The rape flowers on the south bank of Qinghai Lake
raising area on the east of Qinghai lake
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Tibetan girls on the west of Qinghai Lake Qilian Snowberg on the north side of Qinghai Lake
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WRIBIT RS The desertis coming near the bird island
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