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A Brief Introduction to Changping
Guan Yu Ancestral Temple

Changping Guan Yu Ancestral Temple, popu-
lar name of Guan Yu Family Temple, is located in
Changping village, Changping Townllkm south-
west Yuncheng city. It is 10 km away from
Haizhou Guan Yu Temple. The south of the tem-
ple faces Zhong — tiao — shan Mountains and the
north is near to the Salt Lake. What a charming
scenery it is. As being recorded in history and liter-
ature, Changping Guan Yu Ancestral Temple was
built in early Sui Dynasty and later enlarged into a
temple in Jin Dynasty. With the upgrading of posts
offered by emperors in history, common people
worshiped him more and more and the temple re-
paired and enlarged time to time. It has been re-
paired more than 16 times since 1555, the 34th
Year of Jiaging in Ming Dynasty. The most avail-
able buildings in the temple are Qing Dynasty ar-
chitecture. The complex covers an total area of
15 000 sq . m. Its structure is similar to that of
Haizhou Guan Yu Temple with the front part
served as office and the rear part living quarter.
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Though it is smaller in size and not so fine as
Haizhou Guan Yu Temple, its appearance and
scenery are different tunes rendered with equal
skill. In Changping Guan Yu Ancestral Temple
splendid ancient cypress stand tall and reach to the
sky. In front of the temple there are three memori-
al archways. The center one is made of stone and
the two sides ones are wood. Through the center
stone one man goes into the temple. In the temple
you can see mountain gate, wu gate, xian hall,
Guan Yu hall, Niang — niang hall and saint ances-
tor hall and side rooms, side halls and winding cor-
ridor. The principals stand in the center and the
subordinate at sides. To the southwest of wu gate,
there stands a seven — storied and eight — cornered
brick tower which was built to memory parents of
Guan Yu in the 17th Dading Year in Jin Dynasty.
Besides, in the temple there are 22 stone tablets on
which are records in detail of Guan Yu’s titles
posts, genealogy and evolution of the temple.

Changping Guan Yu Ancestral Temple has
been listed as important relics protected by Shanxi
provincial government since 1986.

Guan Yu Hancheng sites at foothills. It is 15
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km away from Yuncheng City. It coordinates with
Changping Guan Yu Ancestral Temple and Guan
Yu’ s ancestral Grave from afar and they three
stand in a north — south axis. Guan Yu Hancheng
faces north with Haizhou Guan Yu Temple and
Yuncheng Salt Lake in view and backs Zhong — tiao
— shan Mountains, Guan Yu Ancestral Temple and
the beautiful scenery of lake and hills. To the rear
of Guan Yu Hancheng is Shipan gully with won-
derful sight.

Hancheng covers an area of 45 000 sq . m. In
which building area is 6 000 sq . m. In Hancheng
ancient Hai — liang — cheng and Xiaofeng village are
two scenes. Hancheng will be taken as lccation of
TV serial {Juvenile Guan Yu). From Hancheng
man can appreciate all attractive view of the Salt
Lake and appearance of Yuncheng City. Hancheng
is an ideal place for sightseeing and a good location
for film and TV making.

Guan Yu Ancestral Grave sites at foot of
Zhong — tiao — shan Mountains south of Guan Yu
Ancestral temple. Walking along the gully for
about half an hour man will see a stone grave half
— encircled by cypress forest. It is Guan Yu An-
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cestral Grave. As it has been recorded in the stone
tablet that, many years ago the grave was large in
scale surrounded by stone walls. A spring flowed
all year round in front of the grave. The spring wa-
ter was regarded as a panacea. In recent year the
water has been tested and the result shows that the
water is rich in more than 30 trace elements. No
wonder Guan Yu Ancestral Grave is supposed to

bring luck on the fortune of the local people.
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