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This story is drawn from Anna Pavlova’s 1922 autobiography, Pages of My Life (translated
by Sebastien Voirol), published by Michel de Brunoff, Paris.

The photograph of Anna Pavlova inside this book (in La Fille Mal Gardée, from a pro-
gram, 1910) and the photograph of Pavlova on the back cover (in “The Dying Swan,” ca.
1910) are from the Theater Collection of the Museum of the City of New York. All other
works of art reproduced in this book are by Edgar Degas (French, 1834—1917) and are in
the collections of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, unless otherwise noted.

COVER: Dancer in Green (detail). Pastel on paper, 28 x 15 in., ca. 1883. Bequest of Joan
Whitney Payson, 1975 1976.201.7 The Dancing Class. Oil on wood, 73 x 103 in.,
probably 1871. H. O. Havemeyer Collection, Bequest of Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer, 1929

29.100.184  View of Saint-Valéry-sur-Somme. Oil on canvas, 20 x 24 in., 1896-98. Robert <<7Lf T‘ﬁﬂ: é ﬁ@ 1 d >>
Lehman Collection, 1975 1975.1.167 A Woman Ironing. Oil on canvas, 2138 x 1512 in., .
1873. H. O. Havemeyer Collection, Bequest of Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer, 1929 29.100.46 BEHM,/ S 0 75.6X81.34%% » 18774

At the Milliner's. Pastel on pale gray wove paper, 30 x 34 in., 1882. H. O. Havemeyer

Collection, Bequest of Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer, 1929 29.100.38 Three Dancers Preparing

for Class (detail). Pastel on buff-colored wove paper, 2112 x 20 12 in., after 1878. H. O. Havemeyer Collection, Bequest of Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer, 1929
29.100.558 Dancer (detail). Pastel, charcoal, and chalk on paper, 1212 x 1914 in., ca. 1880. From the Collection of Walter H. and Leonore Annenberg.
The Singer in Green. Pastel on light blue laid paper, 2334 x 1814 in., ca. 1884. Bequest of Stephen C. Clark, 1960 61.101.7 The Violinist, study for The
Dance Lesson. Pastel and charcoal on green paper, 1538 x 1134 in., ca. 1878-79. Rogers Fund, 1918 19.51.1 Dancer Onstage (detail). Gouache over
graphite underdrawing on yellow paper, laid down on board, 7 x 9 in., ca. 1877, The Lesley and Emma Sheafer Collection, Bequest of Emma A. Sheafer,
1973 1974.356.30  The Ballet from Robert le Diable (detail). Oil on canvas, 26 x 2138 in., 1871. H. O. Havemeyer Collection, Bequest of Mrs. H. O.
Havemeyer, 1929 29.100.552 Dancers, Pink and Green (detail). Oil on canvas, 3238 x 2934 in., ca. 1890. H. O. Havemeyer Collection, Bequest of Mrs.
H. O. Havemeyer, 1929 29.100.42 Little Girl Practicing at the Bar. Black chalk heightened with white chalk on pink laid paper, 1218 x 1112 in., ca.
1878-80. H. O. Havemeyer Collection, Bequest of Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer, 1929 29.100.943 The Dance Class (detail). Oil on canvas, 3234 x 3014 in.,
probably 1874. Bequest of Mrs. Harry Payne Bingham, 1986 1987.47.1 The Rehearsal Onstage (detail). Pastel over brush-and-ink drawing on cream-col-
ored paper, laid down on bristol board and mounted on canvas, 21 x 2812 in., 1874. H. O. Havemeyer Collection, Bequest of Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer, 1929
29.100.39  Self-portrait. Oil on paper, laid down on canvas, 16 x 1312 in., possibly 1854. Bequest of Stephen C. Clark, 1960 61.101.6 Dancers Practicing
at the Bar. Mixed media on canvas, 2934 x 32 in., 1877. H. O. Havemeyer Collection, Bequest of Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer, 1929 29.100.34 BACK FLAP: The
Little Fourteen-Year-Old Dancer. Bronze (partly tinted), cotton skirt, satin hair ribbon, wooden base, H. 3712 in., 1879-81, cast in 1922. H. O. Havemeyer
Collection, Bequest of Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer, 1929 29.100.370

“I dreamed | was a ballerina”
a girlhood story by Anna Pavlova - illustrated with art by Edgar Degas
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