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Rat: Hesitate to Pelt a Rat for Fear of Smashing the Dishes beside It
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cow

Play the Lute before a Cow

�Cast Pearls before a Swine�
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Once upon a time, there

was a musician by the name

of Gongming Yi, who was

good at playing the lute, but

often did foolish things.
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When he saw a cow

grazing in the fields while he

was roaming in the suburbs

one day, he hit upon the idea

of playing the lute for it.
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He fetched the lute from

his home and played his fa-

vorite tune for it. The tune

was so sweet that he was

intoxicated in it.
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However, the cow did

nothing but grazing in the

fields and went away by

wagging its tail.
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Gongming Yi  was

greatly disappointed. A

farmer by his side told him

that the cow was unable to

appreciate the elegant music.
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��  is a pictograph. Its earliest hieroglyph looks like

an ox-head from the front with two crooked and thick horns.

The shape of the character alters to a great extent so that one

horn is missing and a tail is added.
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Sheep

Su Wu Tended the Sheep
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I n  t h e  W e s t  H a n

Dynasty, Su Wu was dis-

patched on a mission to the

Huns.
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The Huns detained Su

Wu and imprisoned him in a

cell, without providing him

with food or drink. However,

Su Wu refused to surrender.
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The Chan Yu �the

sovereign of the Huns �

was so angry with Su Wu s

obstinacy that he sent him

tending the sheep in the

North Sea and said that he

would release him if only

the goat gave birth to a lamb.

�



1 0

�� !"#$%&

�� !"�� !"�

��� !�� !"#

�� 

Staying by himself for

nineteen years, Su Wu kept

company with the sheep,

drinking the snow water

when he was thirsty and eat-

ing the grassroots when he

was hungray.
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When the Huns and

the West Han resumed

friendship, the grey-headed

Su Wu returned to the capi-

tal Chang an and was wel-

comed by the people of the

whole city for his moral

integrity.
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The earliest hieroglyph for ��  looks like a sheep-

head from the front. The horns of ��  turn upward while

the horns of ��  turn downward. The fact shows that the

ancient people had sharp observations. Do not mistake the

horn for the tail!
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Deer

Cover the Deer with Palm

Leaves as a Self-deceit
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Once upon a time, a

man from the state of Zheng

saw a wounded deer run-

ning towards him when he

was cutting firewood.
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