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Confucius (Kong Zi 551 to 479 B.C.) is a great thinker,
statesman, educator and classical-document compiler in the
Chinese history.

Confucius’ teachings had been developed constantly
and carried on without cease for more than 2,000 years and
reigned supreme in the Chinese history. The ethics of be-
nevolence and rites in dealing with social affairs, the devo-
tion to the social harmonious-order and the precepts of the
seriousness towards learning (“Learning fast by reviewing
what have been learned”, “You'll get confused if you don't
think over what you have learned” and “It is dangerous not
to learn honestly but to sit thinking only”) as well as the spirit
of the utter devotion to the truth (*One would rather die for
the truth than live against the truth”) are all the cream and
essence in Confucius' teachings. They have already become
the common wealth of the mankind and gone beyond the
times. As early as in the third century A.D., Confucius' think-
ing was started to have been introduced to Japan and
Korea, and later to the west Europe and Americas in which it
exerted a great influence.

The introduction to and study on Confucius have never
been ceased for more than 2,000 years, and instead been
developed constantly along with social evolution. This Picture
Book On Confucius aims at making a detail introduction to
Confucius by starting from a new angle. It emphasizes the
good combination of both academic value and artistic result.
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Hopefully, it'll prove to be a new contribution to the introduc-
tion to and study on Confucius.

Many efforts have been made to present Confucius to
the public so far, however, this picture book, in particular,
has offered the likely detailed introduction to the historic
traces which are directly related to Confucius, such as Mt.
Nishan, the former residence of Confucius,Lianggong Cemet-
ery and Zhusi Academy of Classical Learning, ect., with a
view to making up the former deficiencies in introduction to
Confucius.

In introducing the existing historic traces directly related
to Confucius, the real image of Confucius who devoted all
his life to the teaching and training and to the promoting of
the social progress, regardless of hardships and pains, will be
well presented and reflected. Through the magnificent and
solemn Confucius’ Temple, Confucius' Mansion and Con-
fucius' Cemetery, one can well detect what high esteem and
position Confucius enjoyed in the people's hearts, and the
same is true of Fusheng Temple, Zongsheng Temple and
Yasheng Temple built respectively in memory of Yancius,
Zengcius and Mengcius.

If this picture book can ever offer some food for thought
to the readers and particularly provide some valuable mate-
rial for those who are not able to come to Confucius' home-
town for a visit, we will take pride in the publishing of this
book which is going to be of great significance.
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A Portrait of Confucius in homely dress. created in the Ming Dynasty and
the name of the painter is unknown
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A Portrait of Confucius at Lecture, created in the Qing Dynasty and the name
of the painter 1s unknown
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A Portrait of Confucius, a man of great accomplishment at the age of 30
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