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When I was young, Mom was often sick and Dad
didn’t make much money. We seldom went anywhere
special except at those times that some generous adult
stepped in ta_brighten our horizons.

One of my favorite memories of my early years
was when I was a second grader. My teacher, also my
best friend’s aunt, took us two girls to a neighboring
city for a day. While in the city that day, I remember
seeing a beautiful display of Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer books. I longed for the book. Of course, I
couldn’t buy it—1I only had a little pocket change. That
day we rode an elevator and were taken to see a Disney
movie after eating in a restaurant—it was a truly
unforgettable day.

Another time my aunt, an old woman who went
out about as seldom as our family did, took me to the

4(*——0-—-4—--0—«4-4- M T B s e ST G S e e e me e s e e Q

completely ignorant ( JGf1) of the world outside our
little house and country school. Today, most children
enjoy a variety of experiences. In our time it was
different. It was only through the kindness of others
that I was able to share in experiences I would
otherwise never have had. At the time, I didn’t know
enough to be grateful for the favors I was given, but I
am grateful now.

[

. Why did the author seldom go anywhere when she
was young?
A. Her parents are afraid that she will get lost.
B. The transportation was not convenient.
C. Her family couldn’t pay for her travel.
D. It was not safe for the girls to go out.

. Who has ever taken the author to watch the book on
show?
A. Her aunt.
C. A neighbor.

™~

B. A teacher.
D. Her parents.

movie. I can’t remember the movxe 3. What can we learn from the passage?

reme % was a ’l %‘: %3(] )'ie“é )aifg } 0% )1 The author’s aunt lived a rich life and often took
A 3

movie S Sath'Y Seade scign P ’/‘ (8 I}’L‘n ?’\g‘r:’m a4 b\{{\\‘% ‘her to see a movie.

Other times, relatives took me to attend a camxval «A\«WB‘ “The author bought one of her favorite books with

(FEX ) or 1 was invited to a neighbor’s home to \
watch some musical program when TVs were not ﬁh‘

situated in every living room.

W h C
A A mov?

o \ﬂva pocket change.
' e author has ever been excited by a long

‘}‘a :a wide screen.

7 \ met

Had it not been for all those kind people allowmg.,\ \*74 D The 'author’ and her friend went to watch a

me to participate in their lives, I would have grown up +

Disney movie on a bike.

001
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/4. What does the author mainly want to tell us in the
last paragraph?
A. Most children today enjoy their life at home.
4 ] 3 Rl |
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(Many people describe New York City as the center
of culture in the United States.) That's because no
matter what you're interested in, you’ll find it in New
York. Whether it’s music, ballet,
museums, the city has some of the very best to offer

The street called Broadway in New York became
the center of American theater in the mid-19th century.
The number, size, and fame of the Broadway theaters
grew as New York City grew. In the 1890s the
brilliantly lighted street became known as “the Great
White Way”. Beyond these theaters the city offers free
performances of the plays of William Shakespeare in
Central Park. Operas and concerts are also held in the
park.

New York City has a number of world-class spaces
for performances of all kinds. The city’s concert halls
include those at the Lincoln Center for the Performing
Arts as well as Carnegie Hall and Radio City Music
Hall. (The groups that perform in these halls include the
Metropolitan Opera, the New York City Opera, and the
New York Philharmonic ( 22 %) . )The New York
City Ballet also performs at the Lincoln Center, in the
New York State Theater.

Museums are another important part of New York
City’s cultural life. The Metropolitan Museum of Art,
the Museum of Modern Art, and the Guggenheim
Museum are among the city’s art museums. You can
also spend many hours in the American Museum of
Natural History an{lts Rose Center for Earth and Space

theater, or

Science.
With all of these resources there is always plenty to

x(J‘
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1
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B. The life in the past is poor and terrible.
C. The people in the past are ignorant.
D. The author felt grateful to the kind.

do in New York City.
1. Which of the following could be the best title of the
passage?
A. American Opera, Concert and Museum
B. The Important Function of New York City
C. The Famous Places in New York City
D. The Center of Culture in the United States
2. We may watch the opera in the following places
EXCEPT" = -~
Ay the meoln Center
B. Central Park
C. the Guggenheim Museum
9. Carnegie Hall

3. What could we do in the American Museum of

Natural History?

A. Enjoy the modern art.

B. Explore the space science.

C. Learn the history of America.

D. Read the plays of Shakespeare.

4. How many Performing Arts groups are mentioned in
the passage?

A. 3. B. 4. £ 5. D. 6.

5. What would be the n%gt structure of the passage?

&S -\

. - ®/2\‘ @
/fk\ L
@ ® @ ®
A. B. ."
®\f} Z
? o
® ® ® 6
C. D.
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Americans have always been hungry for the

holidays. After all, a big Thanksgiving feast is one of *F}

our country’s oldest traditions, older than America |

period before Christmas to encourage gift-buyers and
help businesses. So Congress ruled that, after 1941

Thanksgiving would—be—an—official federal - holiday
f;liing each year on the fourth Thursday of November.

L

4

3 I. When was Thanksgiving first made to celebrate on
the fourth Thursday?
-

itself. Thankfully, the spirit behind Thanksgiving has ) g 1783, B, 1863,

: e A T Co1939 D. 1941
never changed, either. It has always been a special + : ’ ] :
diste, 5 ﬂ%!gﬂﬂ-f \g_‘e blessings. of the past year. \37 2. Why do Americans celebrate Thanksgiving?

A. To celebrate the found of the country.

The feast that has become known as the First
Thanksgiving was actually a harvest festival celebrated

in December of 1624.fFh

at’s Whealﬁk llsh settlers in
Plymouth, Massachusetts gavexh ‘}

fﬁ’lﬁr

1
1
1
1

up (¥ 7 4+ HL) support, she finally persuaded

et

?%gh >’

To enjoy a big feast and memory their ancestors.

To celebrate the arrival to the new country.

0w

. To express thanks for the blessings of the past

they had %ﬂ%g %}é"‘}‘g‘ meg?lﬁ ﬁlr n " iy
country yfl}uests at out t‘ét';les gob ec( ( %%% f@f 3. What does th@ma'mly talked about?
Hiz) up ducks, geese, turkeys, clams, eels, fish, T A.The: history /behint the holiday.
wild plums, corn bread and other goodies. About 90 : B, How toscelsbrgte Thanksgiving:
Native Americans also came and brought five deer to j* €. The meaoing of Thanksgiving
add to the feast. The festival lasted for three days. + D, The acayiies on Thanksgiving,
Thanksgiving customs spread and expanded along E: 4. ‘What can NOT we leamn, from, the passage?
with the rest of America. After the American + A Some Nakive: Americans: alsa, joined (the First
Revolution, George Washington proclaimed ( & i ) ; Thanksstune
that the first national Thanksgiving would be on + B. Americany;will have five days off op Thanks:
November 26, 1789: In the decades to follow, j{ giving Day.
however, people celebrated Thanksgiving locally and 1 C. Rousevelt.set Thanksgiving ope week earlier fo
with no official date. 1 develop economy.
A women’s magazine editor named Sarah Josepha 1 D. People still celebrated Thanksgiving with no
Hale wanted to change this. After years of drumming : official date-about 1800.
[ 5. The author develops the passage mainly by .
}

President Abraham Lincoln
Thursday in November 1863 as a national day of

to proclaim the last

Thanksgiving. It stayed that way for 75 years afterward
until 1939, when President Franklin D. Roosevelt set it

4

Al
B Eoees o LS S

A. listing reasons
B. in order of importance
@:

D. giving examples

in order of time

one week earlier. He wanted to lengthen the shopping

et
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In a movie, a woman reads a storybook to her
friend’s daughter. As they approach the last page, she
read, . and Cinderella and the prince lived happily
ever after. " She closes the book and looks at the young
girl, adding, “You know, things don’t always happen
like this in real life. T just think you should know
that now. ”

We were all raised on fairy tales with glass
slippers,
long to realize that stories like that aren’t necessarily

brave princes and magic! It didn't take too

true. In the life, you learned that glass slippers are
really uncomfortable, no prince is perfect and magic
doesn’t always work.

So what do you do when the way you planned
things is not the way they turned out?

Know that parts of your fairy tale have already |

been written, and sadly, there’s not a lot you can do
about those first few chapters. You didn’t get the best
start. Your trust was unexpectedly betrayed (¥ ).
You didn’t get the job. Whatever falls and failures that
happened in your past are just that... in your past.
There’s still more to the story.

While your life has a lot of contributors ( [H %),
you are the editor-in-chief. You take what’s there and
create the masterpiece (7&1E). All the good pages and
the bad can come together to make a beautiful
adventure.

When you find yo

more like the fa‘%fyﬁta”%?

elf wishing . your ife was

in fﬁberifhat ns hm it

ok | l??//)r})&;inl?;

4
1
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already is. There will be dragons, bad witches, great
romances, winding roads and friends to help you along
the way. So, keep rewriting your story every day that

you're alive. Whether it’s a comedy, tragedy or a little

.of both, the pen is in your hand. How it all ends is up

to you.

1. What is the author’s purpose in writing the passage?

A. To help the readers to live a good life.

B. To encourage the readers to write their own
stories. ‘

C. To advise parents to tell the fairy tale to their
children.

D. To describe the difficulties in today’s education.

According to the first paragraph, we know the

woman is

A. w\is_g,ww.w B. cruel

C. brave D. stupid

Why does the author mention the questions in
* Paragraph 37

A. To express the doubts to life.

B. To compare different ideas.

C. To introduce points for discussion.

D. To describe the conditions in the life.

4. Which of the following may NOT often appear in

the fairy tale?
A. Glass slippers.\) \)B Winding roads.
C. Sad endings. -)D. Bad witches.

. What can we learn from our life?
A. There is a perfect prince waiting in your life..
B. Magic can work at any time once you gain.
C. Glass slippers are beautiful and comfortable.
D. There may be friends accompany you in life.




B KM 2030

‘H’\H’\....OH.HO\’ A 10110 1 -l 1| -1 0\0000
o @UERL: EAEOR(E @KL : S '
v @i 328 O X * X !
¢ SN T @EmE: Y /5 !
Dear Sharon Draper,

A lot of books have flashes of insight, but only

few of them can open the reader’s mind and make them
realize something new. Your book, Out of My Mind,
filled he with those sparks. I enjoyed getting to know
Melody. Despite the fact that she had cerebral palsy
( fiE) , Melody had an amazing character that shone
brightly. Out of My Mind helped me learn a life-long
lesson.
Your book has changed my point of view. I never
teased those who had special needs, but I never really
When 1 started
reading your novel, I saw how Melody was a smart and
At the beginning of the book, I asked
myself, “Would I be Melody’s friend?” The voice in

my stomach told me the sad truth; no. I carried on with

felt comfortable around them either.

talented girl.

your book from start to finish, and when I closed it, I
asked myself the same question, “Would I be Melody’s
friend?” that the answer was
right in front of me. Throughout Out of My Mind , 1 had

become Melody’s friend.

I realized, with a smile,

Last year, there was a boy in my class who had
Asperger’s syndrome. I didn’t really know him; he just
seemed different to me. This was around the time that I
read your novel. Melody showed me how she was just
as good as anyone else in her classroom and how the
same goes for anyone else with gliallgg;ne he boy in
my class amazed me by what he was g@g&e of\({omg
As the days went by, I started helping him instead of

avoiding him.

Melody opened my eyes and cleared the world

1
;
+
!
+
!
+
!
i
!
+
I

D

J:r
\t
%
t,p
.}
.t,
t
+
b
i
!
i
i
!
!
4
!
i
i
!
!
1
!
!
!
;
i
!
!
!
!
!
1

around me. She showed me how a girl with cerebral
palsy is the same as a girl like me. Now it is time for
me to thank you for writing this amazing novel. I will

never forget your fantastic book.
fantastic bOOK
%Q\ {7

Sincerely,
Margaret Lim
1. Sharon Draper is probably a(n) ’
A. editor B. doctor
C. teacher D. writer

2. BefBre Margaret Lim read Out of My Mind,
she

- A.
B.

C.

D.

3. What does the second paragraph mainly talk about?
A.
B.
€.
D.

. What can we learn from the third paragraph?
A.

often laughed at those who are disabled
liked to help those who had special needs
wouldn’t makes friends with the disabled

looked down upon those who are different

The characters of a disabled girl.

The change of Margaret’s attitude.

The friendship between Margaret and Melody.
The main contents of Out of My Mind.

Melody became Margaret Lim’s classmate and

they became good friends.

B. The boy who had Asperger’s syndrome was
different from his classmates. :

C. The disabled can deal with many things the same
as the healthy people.

D. Margaret Lim often helped the disabled boy

since they became classmates.
According to the passage,
Out of My Mind is ;
A.

the author mainly thinks

beautiful in words

B. influential to readers
C. skilful at writing
D

. successful in sales
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A mother has lost parts of both of her legs after she
saved the lives of her two children by lying on top of
them as a deadly tornado swept through their home.
Stephanie Decker, 36, lost one leg above the knee and
the other above the ankle, yet her son and daughter
escaped without a single scratch after the tornado
destroyed their Henryville, Indiana home.

Henryville was nearly entirely destroyed by a series

of tornadoes that hit the South and Midwest, killing 39 |

and leaving thousands homeless. But while the Decker
family lost their dream home to the severe weather,
they are celebrating their safety. Mrs Decker is now in
a stable condition; her husband said, “What I told her
‘You’re alive and you get to see your kids grow

LI

up,

was,
Joe Decker told the reporters.
Mr Decker said that he had sent a text message to

his wife from his workplace to tell her a tornado was
heading for their three-story home. She rushgd‘ thel{
enght-year-old son Dominic and five-year - ter
Reese d)t ‘%}e’bssw‘w‘ ta”%ié b ws . l}
protect them 1&0‘@\% ¥ ‘P&‘M} Rm l;%’

Mrs Decker typed out what had happened by using
‘an iPad in the hospital. She saw part of the house
collapse (3}351) on her and pulled her daughter out of
the way. She doesn’t remember anything after that.

The home, which was partly built by Mr Decker
and his wife’s father,

is now completely destroyed,
with a bathtub 200 feet away in a nearby field, the
Courter Journal reported. The house took about nine
months to build and about four seconds to fall, Mr
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Decker added.

CEO Carl J. Tyler praised the Deckers who lost
everything and said that the company has set up a trust
fund to help pay their medical bills and the losses they
suffered. He added,

working, giving people you could ever want to meet. ”

“They are some of the hardest

1. What can we learn from the first paragraph?

A. Mrs Decker has lost both of her legs in the
incident.

B. Mrs Decker managed to save her kids who got
hurt.

C. Mrs Decker with her kids escaped from their
home.

D. Mrs Decker and her kids survived the severe
tornado.

. The Deckers’ attitude towards their suffering from
the tornado is
A. pessimistic B optiﬂ's_tii [

D. unsure

. When the tornado was about to hit their home, Mr
Decker
A.
B.
C.
D.

. What can we infer from the passage?

A. Mrs Decker’s brave deed is thought highly of.'

B. Mrs Decker was asked to apply for a trust fund.

C. The Deckers are considered to be the hardest
worker.

C. angry

was setting out to his home

was working by using an iPad

was sending text messages to others

was reminding his wife about the tornado

The Deckers are under great pressure to pay
medical bills.
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The first night in Yosemite had been awful. I
hadn’t been able to sleep because I was stuck in a too
small tent with my wife and two kids. “Things haven’t

”

worked out. ” I said to myself. But, like so many
other,‘-things I complained before my morning coffee,

this one was extremely off-key. Things weren’t bad;

they were good.

A hundred yards away was Summit Lake. It was
beautiful. We fired up the camp stove and boiled up a
cup of coffee. Half an hour later, my 6-year-old
daughter and I were in the parking lot of the Lassen
Peak Trail, getting ready to hike. We wouldn’t make it
all the way—young legs get pretty tired on a steep
mountain path—but it didn’t matter. We would see
great views spread out below us, the volcanic ( X Ll
f)) ash that layered on the earth turning the melting
snow a mysterious pink as the sun struck it. Later,
during the hike, I felt stupid about my morning
complaints. Everything had been worthwhile. It gave
me great satisfaction to see my daughter so excited
about the view from the mountain.

Yes, camping is uncomfortable. But there’s also
something wonderful about being so close to nature.
Just as importantly, there’s something about getting
young children out of their increasingly technology-
filled comfort zones and forcing them to experience the
non-cyber (%4 M4 /) world around them. It’s a
good thing to reconnect every so often with the Great
Outdoors.
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. How did the author first feel about camping in

Yosemite?
A. Uncomfortable. B. Shocked.
C. Excited. D. Wonderful.

By saying “this one was extremely off-key” in the
first paragraph, the author means that

A. he had lost his key

B. this was meaningless

C. this was quite unusual

D. this was far from the truth

Which of the following is true according to the
article?

A. The author seldom complains in the early
morning.

B. The author walked all the way to the Lassen
Peak Trail.

C. The view from the mountain impressed the
-author’s daughter.

D. The author hiked to the top of the mountain to

get a better view.
With the article, the writer tries to send the
message that
A. it’s great to walk outdoors and get close
to nature
B. it’s advisable to be well prepared before going
camping
€.
D.
What is the proper title of the passage?
A. The Beautiful Park
B. The Open Air £ #6X g%
C. My Daughter and I
D. Uncomfortable Camping

technology causes much harm to human society
we should not break the balance of nature
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The English laﬁguage is a result of the invasions
(Af) of the island of Britain over many hundreds of
years. The invaders lived along the northern coast of
Europe.

The first invasions were by a people called Angles
about 1500 years ago. The Angles were a German tribe
who crossed the English Channel. Later two more
groups crossed to Britain. They were the Saxons and
the Jutes. These groups founded a people called the
Celts, who had lived in Britain for many thousands of
years. The Celts and the invaders fought. After a
while, most of the Celts were killed, or made slaves.
Some escaped to live in the area that became Wales.
Through the years, the Saxons, Angles and Jutes mixed
their different languages. The result is what is called
Anglo-Saxon or Old English. Old English is extremely
difficult to understand.

The-next—great-invasion .came from the far north
beginning about 1100 years ago. Fierce people called
Vikings came from Denmark, Norway and other
northern countries. Many English words used today
come from these ancient Vikings. Words like “sky”
“leg” “egg” “lift” and “take” are from the o@
languages of the far northern countries.

i ion of Britain took place more than
900 years ago, in 1066. History experts call this
invzsto@ Norman-Conquest. The Normans were a
French-speaking people from Normandy in the north of
France. They became the new rulers of Britain. These
new rulers spoke only French for several hundred years.

It was the most important language in the world at that
time. It was the language of educated people. But the
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common people of Britain still spoke Old English. Old
English took many words from the Norman French.

y

Some of these include * damage” and

“ - »
prison

- 3 ”
marriage” .

The French language [used b

greatly chan gdkﬁx% ;’Q?y'\ hgﬁsfl Wv?a? "s\h

: R

years ago.) _Eng‘h;gh bec

Middle Englth™

A. the relations between English and invasions
B. the history of Old English and Middle English
C. the history of English language and Britain
D. the relations between English and French
. The earliest people who live in Britain are
A. the Vikings B. the Saxon
C. the Celts D. the Wales
3. What can we infer from the passage?
A. The most important language about 900 years
ago is Old English.
B. Middle English is not very difficult to understand
for us.
C. The common people of Britain weren’t allowed
to speak any French.
D. Middle English might have a close connection
with French.

4, How many groups of invaders are mentioned in the

passage?
A. 3. B. 4.
G S D. 6.
5. What will the passage talk about in the following
paragraph? ‘
A. Some works of Old English.

B. Some introductions to Middle English.
C. The importance of Modern English.
D. The wide usage of English.
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When my parents were alive, they weren’t well off K
financially. Yet they helped their two older daughters "f"

-

-

time after time. My sisters paid Mom and Dad back |
part of the time, but when Daddy passed away, his
cash r1'ouma1 showed debts due from several of his
children. I was not among them. I seldom borrowed

money and when I did, 1 set a repayment plan and +
stuck to it. It was a matter of pride with me. Why I !

was the only' one who couldn’t stand to owe them—or 1
+
anyone—money. Maybe it’s because I watched myo.

parents struggle to help out 1 older sisters when they |

s S

were in financial straits ( [f]13%) themselves.

These days, I am the one of those other people !
turn to for help when they need it. Just as I can’t stand |
to owe other people, I can’t stand to say no to anyone
who is in need. So I am what is called an “enabler”. +
When people find out you will provide aid, they ask L
you more, and more and you—being a nice person— 1
just keep giving. It’s a hard cycle to break and I
personally have no idea how to escape. :

I’'m not angry. Yet I would be so proud of all of ]
them if they would make more effort to handle things 1

Y

t
t
t
}.

themselves, perhaps by doing some financial |

planning—Tlike planning not to spend money they don’t 1& 4.

L
j

have |

On the other hand, I am doing them a great
disservice by my “kindness”. I remember as a child
how my father always said, “If at first you don’t

succeed, try, try again.”

As an enabler, 1 have t
nAY

B—8s KFEwit

prevented my children Af_{f%‘_l_"firﬂiﬂgﬁ keep trying
instead of tumingr % 'ffléhfo elp. Who among us would

choose to be out of a car because we can’t afford to fix

it when Mom will supply the money to get it fixed.

Yes—I am an enabler; and I am. wronging my

#éhildren. T have known this for a long time but I still

can’t say “No”.

2.

(. -}. The author will feel proud when

A. she could help her children or her sisters
B.
@
D.

Why couldn’t the author stand to owe her parents’

her sisters know how to get money from the bank
she can pay back the money she owed

her children learn to fix a car with her help

money ?
A. Because she thought it would be ashamed to seek
the help from the old.

Because she wanted to show she was more
successful than her sisters.

Because she didn’t have a good relationship with
her parents.

D. Because she couldn’t bear her parents’ difficult
states in finance.

The underlined word “disservice” in Paragraph 4 is
closet in meaning to “ d
A. help

C. success

B. harm
D.
What prevent the children from changing their ways

interest

and getting along on their own?
A. Their mother’s kind action.
B. Their financial states.
C. Their selfish action.
D

Their dependence on their mother.
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Do you have plans tonight? How about a date with
Jupiter? For the first time in nearly 50 years, the planet
will be just 368 million miles away from Earth. You
can catch a glimpse as the sun goes down. The planet
won’t appear as big or bright again for another 12
years.

A Shining Planet

Jupiter is the largest planet in the solar system.
Right now, 3 is three times brighter than Sirius glg:
brightest star in the sky. Only the moon outst?rtleg

Around dusk on Monday, Jupiter, along with its

many moons, will rise in the east. By midnight, the
planet will be directly overhead. Binoculars ( XX f& 2
4% ) and telescopes will not be needed to see the
planet, but they will improve the view. “Jupiter is so
bright right now, you don’t need a sky map to find it,”
says astronomer Tony Phillips. “You just walk outside
and see it. ”

But Wait, There’s More!

Jupiter is not the only planet making a rare
appearance tonight. Coincidentally, Uranus will also
come closer to Earth than it norrnal]y’E;; ﬁ;’ i “a
once in a lifetime event,” says Phillips.

Uranus will be difficult to see with the naked eye
(WHR). The planet will be 1. 7 billion miles away
from Earth—much farther than Jupiter. But through a
telescope, the two planets will appear to be side-by-
side. Uranus will shine like an emerald-colored ( ZE%g

{f,) disc.
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If it is cloudy where you live tonight, Phillips says
not to give up. Jupiter will remain relatively close for
many weeks. And early risers are in luck: You can see

Jupiter setting in the west just before sunrise.

ﬂl; How many planets are mentioned in the passage?

A. 2. B. 3.
C. 4. D. 5.
2. The passage mainly talks about ;

%

. Jupiter’s coming closer to Earth
. an astronomer’s research to Jupiter

the movement of Uranus and Jupiter

o0 w»

a recently discovery about Jupiter
The underlined sentence in the second paragraph

most probably means

A. Jupiter can only gain light from the moon

B. Jupiter is the brightest star in the sky except the
moon these days

C. Jupiter is the brightest star in the sky except the
moon and Sirius

D. Jupiter is the only one of the closest planets to
the moon

-4. What can we learn from the passage?

A. We can only see Jupiter in the morning before
the sun rises.

B. We can see Uranus and Jupiter tonight with the
naked eye.

C. We can see the same big and bright Jupiter for
another 10 years.

D.

We can see Uranus’ closest distance to the earth
only once in our life. A
5. What is the purpose of the text?
A. To inform.
C. To persuade.

B. To educate.
D. To instruct.
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