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The Kyoto Convention ( International Convention on the Simplification and Harmonization of
Customs Procedures entered into force in 1974 ) defined rules of origin as follows

“the specific provisions, developed from principles established by national legislation or inter-
national agreements applied by a country to determine the origin of goods. ” (Annex D, currently
Annex K to the revised Kyoto Convention)

As a more recent international agreement, the Agreement on Rules of Origin provides a useful
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definition for the Harmonized Non-Preferential Rules of Origin and preferential rules of origin.
“Non-Preferential Rules of origin shall be defined as those laws, regulations and administra-

tive determinations of general application applied by any Member to determine the country of origin

of goods. 7 (Article 1. 1)
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