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This book is dedicated to the memory of Yang Zhongijian
(C.C.Young, 1897-1979),

the father of vertebrate palaeontology in China.
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This book is a history of vertebrate life in China, compiled by three
palaeontologists from three different countries. Their stimulating account not
only provides a palaeontological answer to the classic question "where did we
come from", but also opens a window on the amazing, eventful and improbable
story of the evolution of vertebrate life. The authors recount this 500 million year
history in prose that is packed with scientific details and yet is also vivid,
compelling and liberally sprinkled with both playful analogies and impromptu
reflections. A special focus of the book is a set of nine "Key Transitions" ,such
as the origin of jaws and the evolution of flight, that have taken place in the course
of vertebrate evolution.

In this book, the march of vertebrate life in China is examined by describing
fifteen representative faunas of different geological ages, on the basis of the
concrete evidence provided by several hundred thousand fossil specimens. Many
of the high resolution photos and artistic reconstructions of fossils included in
the book are being presented to the public for the first time, revealing the beauty
of the extinct life forms that existed in China's geological past and encouraging
fossil enthusiasts in their exploration of prehistoric faunas. The march of vertebrate
life, as revealed in the fossil record and described in this book, is among the most
fascinating sagas palaeontology has to offer.
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