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Preface

This is a vocabulary research manual. It aims to give you the background
knowledge necessary to design rigorous and effective research studies into
the behavior of L1 and L2 vocabulary. It can also help you better under-
stand other people’s research and interpret it more accurately. In order to
keep the manual to a reasonable length, I assume that you already have
an understanding of basic research methodology for language research in
general, and also have a basic understanding of statistics. I also assume you
have a general understanding of vocabulary issues. The manual will build
on this knowledge and discuss the issues which have particular importance
for vocabulary research. The exception to these assumptions of previous
knowledge is statistical knowledge about corpus linguistics (e.g. t-score and
MTI), which is more specific to vocabulary research, and so the calculations
behind these statistical procedures are spelled out in Chapter 3. In addition,
I have almost always built descriptions of terminology and concepts into the
text, but in a few cases have added Concept Boxes to supplement the text.

I did not want this book to be just my personal take on vocabulary re-
search, but rather wished it to be a consensus state-of-the-art research manu-
al. While it inevitably reflects my own interests and biases (and uses many of
the studies I have been involved with for illustration), I have been extremely
fortunate that many of my friends in the field of vocabulary studies have
been willing to read all or parts of the book and provide comments. I often
incorporated their insightful critiques more-or-less directly into the text,
and the final version of the book is greatly improved by the process. As a
result, I feel that the book does reflect a (somewhat personalized) consensus
view of good vocabulary research practice. While many of my colleagues
might do certain things differently than indicated in this book, it does indi-
cate the major issues which need to be considered to carry out worthwhile
vocabulary research, and hopefully will help you to avoid many of the pitfalls
that exist.

Although most of the issues discussed in this handbook pertain to vo-
cabulary research in any language, the majority of research to date has been
on English, including my own personal research. Almost inevitably, this has
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led to the majority of examples and citations referring to the English language.
There is no value judgement intended in this, and I hope you are able to take
the ideas and techniques and apply them to the languages you are researching.

This handbook can’t tell you the exact research methodologies to use, as
every lexical study is different, entailing unique goals and difficulties. How-
ever, I have tried to provide enough background information about the nature
of vocabulary and discussion of possible research methodologies to help guide
you in thinking about the issues necessary in selecting and developing sound
methodologies for the lexical research you wish to do.

I love vocabulary research, and with so many questions still unanswered,
I want to encourage as much of it as I can. I hope this book stimulates you to
begin researching vocabulary yourself, or to keep researching if you are al-
ready at it. It is a fascinating area, and I hope to hear your results at a future
conference and/or read them in a future journal.

Norbert Schmitt
Nottingham June 1, 2009
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