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Preface

China is a beautiful treasure-house of ancient tales and folklore. Here are stories filled
with sincere reflection echoing the vast and deep spirit of our culture and civilization.
These represent the best of Chinese culture—tales that uphold a people’s sense of their
common origin.

This collection of First Books for Early Learning offers stories familiar to all
of us. Drawn from folklore and mythology, along with the origins of special days in
the traditional calendar and of famous places, these eighty books also recall ancient
physicians, philosophers and thinkers, figures famed for statecraft, generals, royalty,
prodigies and scientists, remembered through tales of wisdom and great poetry.

To give Chinese children all over the world an understanding of their ancestors’
lives, and the changes through the different ages of China’s history, scientific development
and achievements in arts and literature, we have brought together concise language with
most vivid illustrations. These ancient historical figures also give inspiration and ideas to
children to connect with their own roots.

As Chinese, we know Chinese history well as a son or a daughter knows his or her
family. Only with such knowledge can one possess a depth of passion and a sense of
responsibility. It is our wish that this collection will guide children at an early age to learn
from the history of our nation and to identify with the social progress and philosophical
spirit of the Chinese people. We hope our children will develop wider horizons of wisdom
to become open-minded yet with a rooted outlook on life.

First Books for Early Learning was originally compiled in Chinese for the children of
China. The writers and artists who contributed to this collection have used the perspective
of traditional literature and arts to interpret Chinese mythology, legends and history. We
hope this collection will be enjoyed by Chinese people—and, now in translation, also by
people all over the world—and all children who want to learn more about China.

Zhao Zhenwan
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Zeng Zi had been ill for a very long time. Despite
his family’s attempts to find the best doctors and
medicines, his health did not improve. Instead, his
condition gradually worsened. His two sons, Zeng Yuan
and Zeng Hua, seeing his emaciated cheeks and sunken
eyes, realized that there would not be a great number of
days left for their father. Every time they thought of their
father, their eyes turned red. They had vivid memories of
the lessons their father had taught them. Frequent scenes
of their father giving them lessons played vividly through
their minds.

Zeng Hua would always first remember the killing

of the pig.
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This happened when Zeng Hua was about three or
four years old. One day, his mother had to go out in a hurry,
but Zeng Hua would not let her go. He cried and threw
a tantrum. He hung on to her robe and insisted on going
with her. His mother tried all kinds of bribes and tricks, but
nothing worked. So finally, she said, “You stay home and
wait for me. When I come back, I am going to slaughter the
small pig and make a good stew for you.” Zeng Hua got

excited and was happy to let his mother go.
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His father unexpectedly came home early that day,
soon after his mother had left. Zeng Hua greeted his
father happily and told him that his mother was going
to slaughter the pig. Hearing that, Zeng Zi paused and
did some thinking. He said to his sons, “Come and
help me then. Let’s go slaughter the pig.” Then he

went to look for a rope to tie up the pig.
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At this time, Zeng Hua’s mother came home.
She was stunned by what was going on. When she
found it out, she immediately tried to stop Zeng Zi.

She said, “I was just joking with the child. How
can you take it so seriously and kill the pig?”

Zeng Zi said, “The most important thing in
one’s life is honesty. That is what we should teach
our children. Children at this young age do not have
wisdom. They need their parents to educate them. If
you deceive Zeng Hua now, what you are teaching

him is how to deceive.”
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Now the two brothers were roused out of their
recollections by the sound of violent coughing. Zeng Yuan
immediately went over to his father and helped him to sit
up. Zeng Hua went to get a bowl of water for his father.
They tried their best to ease their father’s coughing. After
some time, their father finally stopped coughing. He then
said, “Now help me get up. I need to say something to

you.”



