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MinhaoTang and I develop friendship because of photography. It is normal
for us to discuss photo techniques each other on weekdays and make
arrangement for photography trip together. However, it always put me
to shame with Minhao’s plunge and exploration for photography. In the
past decade, his integration of the art of photography with computer
technology and his rich accumulation of painting and humanities together,
being bold in practice and innovation constantly, all these lead to his
masterpiece emergence one after another. This blend of technology and
creative forms of "post-photography" art style has gradually become the

Minhao'’s personal photographic creation label.

This time Minhao develops a new style by extending from the photo
category to a series of photo comic strips which has narrative, integrity
and creative story. Meanwhile, he chose Luxun’s famous work, Regret for

the Past, which has a very profound ideological meaning.

Focusing on the classics meaning deeply

Regret for the Past is the only romance novel of Lu Xun. It is a tragic love
story tells that a pair of young people broke the feudal society bondage,
undergoing the falling in love, combination with setbacks to break up
because of the life pressure and family discord, until the heroine’s passed
away and the hero’s aspiration for road in darkness as before. Regret
for the Past is a tragic love story happened a hundred years ago, but it
leaves some forever topic to the contemporaries. The emotion, survival
pressure, family responsibility and such social ethics questions evolved

in the story can still trigger similar serious thinking with regard to love
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viewpoint, marriage viewpoint and family responsibility that facing to the
contemporary young people. Maybe all the factors mentioned above are

the original reasons contribute to Minhao'’s creation.

Selecting the shooting style with the Regret for the Past interpretation is
different from the previous movies and TV shows, but also different from
the traditional comic book. It is the reproduction of works of Lu Xun's
Regret for the Past in Minhao’s mind, which not only differs from the phase
connection in TV and movies, but also differs from the picture language
difference in traditional comic book. He used the language characteristics
of the camera lens, and give full play to the advantage of post-photography
technology. By mining the emotional expression of the young actors
in different settings and background, image selection of material and
synthetic, portrait close-range, medium shot and long-term multi-species
composition in the form, and with his own characteristics cool color
effects, Minhao reproduces the classic connotation of Regret for the Past at

a full range.

Developing a new vision by "Transplant" Boldly

While describing his Regret for the Past complex, he inadvertently also use
the form of "transplant" to recreate and disseminate Lu Xun's classic work
through photography which differs to literature. This approach reminds
me of the adaptation of the "Butterfly Lovers". The Violin Concerto
“Butterfly Lovers" created by Cheng Gang and Zhanhao He, is to borrow
the well-known folk tales and to base on the tune in the Shaoxing opera

material. They also combine symphony with Chinese folk opera music



performance practices by using the sonata form structure creation. It is
the combination of Chinese and Western, mutual grafting, makes "Butterfly
Lovers", the traditional Chinese and beautiful love story chant all over the
world. Photography is becoming the most popular art in China. This Regret
for the Past and "transplant” creation develops a new road not only for the
popularity of literary classics, but also for guiding the contemporary young

people to read literary predecessors

Exploring the "post-photography" Actively

The photography comic creation of Regret for the Past is a comprehensive
and daring attempt in post-photographic art by Minhao. "Post-
photography" is defined as, restructuring and re-treating intake of image
elements through digital technology which is a kind of creative arts
techniques. From this perspective, the art of post-photography has a similar
purpose with the pioneer photographer, Mr.Lang Ching-shan’s highlights
photographic concept. In the middle of the last century, Mr. Lang Ching-
shan discovered the form of gallery photography and created photography
art effect of “Making photo and painting in one ". His works derived from
the photography, but beyond the photography, giving photography the
unique beauty of art, which is unique not only in China but also in the
world. Minhao’s exploration and pursuit for the art of photography, can be
said the tribute and heritage to Right after the exploration and pursuit of

can be said that the tribute to Mr. Lang Ching-shan’s photography concept.

Post-photography artistic value lies in breaking all the original

characteristics of the instant image, its core is no longer a documentary,

but more to reflect the photographer's "self". That is to express the
photographer's inner feelings and cognition of the external world by
use of computer technology to parse and re-create the image rapidly. If
the working state of post-photographers is just like that of a painter in
the painting, then, the experience of creating Regret for the Past by Tang
Minhao from script, write to the actor's choice, and then the shooting
of the picture, is like a director to direct Regret for the Past in the hearts
of Minhao. The taste of them needs the viewer to understanding by

theirselves.

In short, whether it is a complex rendering or art transplantation, Minhao’s
art of trying is to show his continuously exploration and creative attitude
in art and to promote the culture of the mainstream of social responsibility,

which has profound practical significance.
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[ like the works with pictorial meaning, maybe because of my preference
for art. Always being obedient to the creative imaging idea, my works
published are all been post-processed by pictorial meaning to varying
degrees in order to emerge the artistic conception and color which can
not be obtained by the purely photo shutter. Therefore,l recognize myself
as a photographer with "shutter plus mouse" and call my works "post-

photography".

Two years ago, | read a coloured-drawing comic strips by accidence.
[nitiation with the creation of literary works by means of photographic
techniques, meanwhile being moved by the pictorial conception showed
in the coloured-drawing comic strips. Therefore, the art exploration of the

Regret for the Past started.

Select Regret for the Past as the topic. In addition to technical factors, the
reason is also related with my respect to Lu Xun. Lu Xun represents an era
of grace, a national spirit of culture and an humanistic momentum which
rarely shown from the contemporary. Even if Regret for the Past which he
wrote is the tragic novel of love and marriage, the novel still profoundly
reveals the social conditions at that time. This is only a short drama of a
young man and woman, but full of historical sense and flavor of the times.

It makes people read thoughtfully and cannot forget.

It is the whim of artistic creation as well as an expansion of photography
to make Regret for the Past as a comic book of photography. It helps
contemporary young people to have a visual comprehension of literary

predecessors’ works.It seems that photography is nothing to do with comic

strips in art area. Limited by the characteristics of traditional photography,
there is few photographers can deduce a continuous and whole literary
works by cameras. But the development of digital technology at full speed
and the combination of “shutter” with “mouse” make this kind of art form
possible. All the Regret for the Past scenes are almost post-synthesis. There
is no scene accomplished by “shutter” completely. “Post-photography”
means the creation form that all raw image materials taken by “shutter”
and combining the images with artistic creation by use of “mouse”, just
like interpretation and recurrence the classic literary works Regret for
the Past by drawing comic strips. This is the multilateral cross-domain

involves photography, art and literature, etc.

It costs me about two years since the germination of creative inspiration
to complete all work on and off, ups and downs. This artistic exploration
and tortuous experience can be said to stand by knowing to an amateur
photographer in his spare time. Throughout the whole creative process, |
still harbor misgivings, just like to graft a new species in the laboratory. I
decided that her appearance is not too bad, but still worried that people
will look at her with strange eyes. Now she was born, and I look forward

to obtaining the judgment from the reader friends.

“The beauty, not only on the discovery and more is to create.” I firmly
believe that contemporary art photography has gone beyond the "shutter”
and the digital technology has added free-flying wings for the future image
world. As long as the photographer’s mind is free, the art of photography

will have inexhaustible life and power.
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Regret for the Past, the only romantic story written by Lu Xun,
Juansheng and Zijun pursued the freedom of love under the shackles of the feudal ethics in Beijing city a hundred years ago. They
met, fell in love and separated. Finally, Juansheng recovered consciousness and came to understand suddenly when Zijun passed

away lonely. But there is no way out...
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[ want, if I can, to record my remorse and sorrow, for Zijun's sake as well as for

my owin.
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A year ago, in this courtyard, there held expectancy, the expectancy of

o :
Zijun s arrival.
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Restless in my long waiting, 1 then saw Zijun’ s pale round face dimpling in a
Y g g g

smile, her white thin arms, blue cotton blouse and black skirt.
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Zijun
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