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Abstract

Chinese Culture has a long history. It was admired not only
for its long period and wealthy content, but also for its unique
artistic language. In contrast with “High Culture” which is based on
Confucian ideas, there is “Folk Culture”; in contrast with “Official
Culture” of the learned officials, there is “Un-official Culture”
of the folks; in contrast with Western ( Indian ) Culture, there is
Chinese native culture. The unique glamour of Chinese culture lies
in the unique way of living and aesthetic taste of Chinese people.
Nowadays, our traditional cultural is faced with the prospect of world
wide cultural mixing. Chinese culture is reshaping itself to take on
new lives.

To trace the origin of conventions of traditional Chinese figure
modeling, we shall base our effort on the analysis of traditional
culture. In doing so, we can sympathetically take response. The
response, focusing on the cultural identity of “China ”, can be seen
as a measure of protection under the circumstance of globe cultural
communication. Only when the spirit of Chinese culture attains
characters of the time, it will possess historical value.

This essay, based on painter’s practice, will give a description of
the emotional and psychological experiences of the figure modeling
within traditional conventions. The topic on cultural resources
covers four passages including: primitive culture; Confucian ideas;
Ideas of Daoism; Buddhism culture. The first half of the essay focus
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mainly on the learned officials through whom the conventions came
into being, and the rest part of the essay focus mainly on the folk
emotion. Of course it doesn’t go that strict. The *“ High Culture” and
the “Folk Culture” are interrelated. Each chapter concentrated on
the distinguished characters of the time, and stressed the meaning
of rules and conventions of the time. Science modern interpretation
can not bring back the historical reality, we should replace the lost
historic links with imagination so that the real meaning of rules and
conventions would probably come into life.

Key Words:

figure modeling, rules and conventions, high, folk, pure,
resources, chuanyimoxie(venerated traditions ,see liufa), Tai-ji
pattern, Four-Shi and Five-Yun, mimesis style, emotion and idea
expressing style, naturalistic style, chenwei(divination combined with
mystical confucianist belief) ,youmuerguan (watching follow the clue
that provided by the picture) phrenology, confidential rules and tips,
oral based rules and tips
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