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Introduction

Introduction

The interrelation between Yongming yanshou’ s “One Mind”
thought and the thought of the Middle Way.

Chinese Buddhism passed through Sui and Tang Dynasty, the
prime time of Chinese Buddhism, Wu Dai period, the time of chaos
caused by war, and declined extremely until the early time of Song
Dynasty. A master of the Chan School, named Yongming yanshou
(904—975) , who lived in Wuyue Area, produced a good many
bookmakings, including the Mirror of Orthodoxy, to set up “One
Mind” theory system in order to save weak and degenerate situation
of Chinese Buddhism, to integrate ripe thinking achievements of
every sect of Chinese Buddhism, to do away with long — standing
drawbacks of Buddhism field at that time. In a word, Yongming
yanshou’s “One Mind” thought system treated Bodhidharma Chan
as purpose and treated theory of the Huayan School as the highest
teaching. And it came into existence because it widely imbibed
thought essence of Buddhist Sutras and of the Huayan School, the
Madhyamika School, the Chan School, the Tiantai School, etc.
and fused them together. And it had specific property of

comprehensive containable and synthesize innovation about
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Buddhism Theory. Yongming yanshou’ s “ One Mind” was
Complete combination substance which included the Real Mind and
the Illusion Mind. Although Yongming yanshou treated Real Mind
as substance of all things, he did not negate that the Illusion Mind
existed phenomenally. The relationship between the Real Mind and
the Illusion Mind was Complete combination.

Yongming yanshou regarded “One Mind” as the core of his
Buddhism thought system. And Yongming yanshou’ s thought of the
Middle Way which was regarded as the general methodology
principle of Yongming yanshou’ s Buddhism thought system, was
tightly related with “One Mind”. Yongming yanshou absorbed the
thought of discriminating the doctrine of the Huayan School and the
Tiantai School, and drew a clear conclusion that the thought of
Mahayana Madhyamika was not the highest truth in Buddhism.
However, Yongming yanshou admitted that Mahayana Madhyamika
had relative truth Buddhism from the standpoint of the Huayan
School, and syncretized kinds of thoughts of the Middle Way of all
schools of Chinese Buddhism to set up his own thought of the
Middle Way based on the thought of the Middle Way of Mahayana
Madhyamika and centralized by the thought of “One Mind”.

One important problem involved in which Yongming yanshou’
s “One Mind” was related with his thought of the Middle Way was
what position Yongming yanshou’ s thought of the Middle Way
occupied in Yongming yanshou’s Buddhism thought system. In his
thought system, thought of the Middle Way of “One Mind” was

recapitulative description of characteristic of his thought of the
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Middle Way which regarded “One Mind” as the core; on the other
hand, although there was not the direct way of saying “One Mind”
of thought of the Middle Way, nevertheless, “One Mind” of
thought of the Middle Way proved to be annotation about natural
character of “One Mind” which was regarded as the substance of
all things by Yongming yanshou through careful differentiation and
analysis. So the statement of “One Mind” of thought of the Middle
Way proved to be tenable in Yongming yanshou’s thought system.

Another important problem involved in which Yongming
yanshou’ s “One Mind” was related with his thought of the Middle
Way was relationship among Tathagata store, “One Mind” and the
thought of the Middle Way. Having analysed the explanation about
the problem by the founders of schools of Buddhism, having read
the sutras and scriptures such as Larikavatara sitra and Mahayana
- $raddhotpada — $astra, etc. and having used achievements in
solving related problems for reference, the paper demonstrates the
relationship between Tathagata store and “One Mind” and draws a
conclusion that Tathagata store is of the Middle Way.

As for how to evaluate Yongming yanshou in Chinese
Buddhism history, the book probes into the problem by citing
appraisements which the Great Masters of Buddhism of past
dynasties, monks far advanced in religion and scholars in Buddhism
study appraised Yongming yanshou and the Mirror of Orthodoxy
written by him. The book agrees to the evaluations by scholars in
Buddhism study that Yongming yanshou is an epitomizer of Chinese

Buddhism thoughts and his thought of reconciliation of Chan —
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Teaching and of Chan — Pure Land has far — teaching influence on
Chinese Buddhism after Song Dynasty. And the book pays attention
to analysis the reason why Yongming yanshou gained Giant
Achievement of Chinese Buddhism thought, and believes that the
reason is many — sided and it is Yongming yanshou’ s thoughts are
based on the essences of Buddhism thoughts of a good many
Buddhism Masters that Yongming yanshou gained brilliant
achievements. Furthermore, the book elucidates that Yongming
yanshou and the Mirror of Orthodoxy have significance for
Buddhism theories, Buddhism pratice and even the world today,

etc.
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