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FOREWORD

Zhang Xishun

( Director of Cultural Relics Bureau of Shanxi Province )

I’m extremely pleased to see the catal-
ogue entitled * Cultural Relics Unearthed At
Pingshuo " before its publication. Attribu-
ted to their hard—working and sweat , shin-
ing brightly the radiance of unity and coop-
eration, the catalogue represents the brilliant
achievements made by all of the ar —chaeo-
logical workers of Pingshuo Archaeological
Team ( PAT ) in the past ten years.

The catalogue collected the gems of the
ancient cultures around Ping—shuo area and
some of them are made public for the first
time. It is wish—ed that the catalogue will
offer abundant materials and historical &. cul
— tural information for the study of the tra-
nsformation and development seq— uence of
the ancient artifacts created by the peoples
lived in the region aroud the Great Walls of
northern China as well as the politics, econ-
omy, culture, industry and the multilateral
relationships among peoples here.

As the Chinese saying goes " You'd
better know the history before youknow the
road ”. Being of its realistic and historic im-
portance, the cata—logue has set up a per-
fect example in terms of clearing up, re-
search, sum — ming up and desseminating
the fruits of the archaeological excavations
in time so as to glory the splendid traditional
Chinese culture, encourage each and every
Chinese people to concern himself with the
national cultu — ral relics, improve their
cultural quality and enhance the the educati-
on of patriotism and the construction of
spiritual civilization.

At present, China has entered an im-
portant historical period. People of all ranks

and all trades are striving to build up a stro-

ng socialist country of Chinese characteris-
tics. With the policy of reform and opening
to the outside world, waves of developing e-

conomy are surging forward thr — ought

China. At this critical moment, the cause of
cultural relics not only has met a new oppor-
tunity but also has to face the serious chal-
lange. Tt’svery important for all archaeologi-
cal workers to cope properly with the relati-
onship between the conservation of cultural
relics and the national capital construction.
The features of progressive increase
and non — regeneration of culturalrelics de-
mand us to take good care of them and pro-
tect the cultural remai—ns left over by hist-
ory. The archaeological workers in the field
of cul— tural relics should shoulder the hist-
orical mission and resolutely carry out the
principle " Conserve principally and rescue
first ” armed with thelaw of cultural relics
protection. At the same time. we should
implement the principle ” Double stresses
and double benefits ” in dealing with the re-
lationship between the conservation of cultu-
ral relics and the capital construction project
and establish the guideline that cultural
relics and archaeological work should serve
the economic construction. In the long —
term practice, the PAT has properly coop-
erated with the construction depar — tment
and construction units concerned based on
mutual understanding and mutual support
and became well — experinced in this re-
spect. Here we should congratulate on its
success and we'd follow its example in the

future.

August 2, 1994



PREFACE

Ning Lixin

Pinglu district and Shuocheng district .
jointly called ” Pingshuo ”for short, are lo-
cated at Shuozhou, Shanxi province. With a
plain at its center and in the east and su-
rrounded with high mountains to its north.
south and west. Pingshuo is situated on the
southwestern Datong Basin. Sanggan river'
zigzags northward across its abdominal
area. The Great Walls created in the Ming
dynasty snake forward on the mountains wi-
th Yanmen, Ningwu and Piantou three
passes. Pingshuo serves as the key to the
communi — cation between the Central
Plains and Saiwai ( note: outside the fortifi
— cations in northern China ).

Here is a vast loess land. Endowed wi-
th a unique geographical envi— ronment and
bathed in the cultural tradition of long hist-
ory. people here are straightforward,
valiant and hardworking. The outstanding
characteri — stics of the ancient cultures in
this area originated from the war and peace
between the agricultural people in the Centr-
al Plains and the noma— dic people in the
northern prairie, especially the osmosis and
convergencebetween these two cultures.

The excavation and study of the ar-
chaeological cultures at Pingshuo started late
with sporadic surveys and data collections
only. The excava — tion of Shiyu site of
palaeolithics was one of the most important
ones. A new upsurge of reform and opening
to the outside world, and developing ec —
onomy was started at Pingshuo when*the
history was unfolding to the 1980"s. Ping-
shuo Archaeological Team ( PAT ), made
up of the archaeological workersof Shanxi
Institute of Archaeology; Archaeology De-
partment, the National Museum of Chinese
History; Yanbei and some other prefecture-
s, was organized by Cultural Relics Bureau

of Shanxi Province in the March of 1983

Xiongnu migrated for water and grass all the
vear round. They came and went with a-
mazing swift — ness around the north and
south of the Great Walls. The regional con-
flict between the Han government and
Xiongnu for centuries eventually led to the
war affecting the world. The first battle a-
gainst Xiongnu took place at present — day
Shuozhou. The Han government stationed
troops and huge popula — tion at some Jun
and Xian along the northern borders, there-
fore. the nor — thwestern Shanxi became
one of the most important military places in
the Han dynasty. The battlefield used to be
scattered with bodies here and th — ere in
the war—ridden years. Many citv sites and
mounds have been razed tothe ground by
sand —laden wind for years. Only a few of
mounds remaine th— ere today as il numer-
ous monuments without inscriptions nar-
rating the na— tive natural conditions, so-
cial customs and warfares of that period.

Among the cultural relics of the Qin
and the Han dynasties. those un — earthed
at Pingshuo are rated as the most abundant
and precious. The 2000tombs of the Han
dynasty excavated vary greatly in terms of
the structure:shaft earth tomb, shaft earth
tomb with wooden chamber, small earth
cave— tomb, large cave—tomb with wood-
en chamber, brick—chambered tomb and so
on. The single burial prevailed in the early
tombs but the joint burials of the couples
within one pit were common knowledge in
the late period. Judg — ing from tue com-
position of the funerary objects associated
with the per— sonal letters and seals, most
of the occupants are believed to be the ord —
inary people and middle or lower—class offi-
cials. At that time. the grand families of
the family names like ” Qin” or ” Wang”
came to form their own clan cemetery.

The cultural relics unearthed here in-
clude a variety of types like cooking uten-
sils, wine vessels, weapons, currency,
seals, production imp — lements, orna-

ments, stationery, cereals, silk goods and

backed up by National Bureau of Cultural
Relics in order to cooperate with Ping —
shuo Opencut Coal Mine in accomplishing its
construction project. A large—scale archae-
ological excavation, research and conservati-
on set going soon after that. For more than
ten years, about 3000 tombs and 1000m?® si-
tes of from the Warring States period to the
Yuan and Ming dynasties have been excava-
ted with thousands upon thousands of im-
portant cultural relics un — earthed. The
panorama of the ancient cultures in this area
displayed befo — re our eyes based on the
preliminary study.

Pingshuo used to be settled by Rongdi
people before the Spring and Autumn peri-
od. In the middle 5th century B. C. Jin was
partitioned by Han., Zhao and Wei three
states. In the reign of King Wuling of Zhao
state, peo—ple were urged to be dressed in
Hu garment and to be proficient at horse —
manship and archery. With the expansion of
territory, this area became the dependency
of Zhao state or came under its sphere of in-
fluence.

Located at Jingping Nanliang in the
hilly Pinglu district at the footof the moun-
tains was the cemetery of the Warring and
States period with simple tombs arranged in
good order. Most of the [unerary objects are
jarswith cord pattern and single ear or dou-
ble ears. polished bone implements, string
ornaments and etc. The cultural remains
here have something to do with the nomadic
peoples like Loufan and Linhu based on the
historical do — cuments and archaeological
study; nevertheless, relatively late than the
former, the cemetery of the Warring and
States period at the present—day residential
quarter of the opencut coal mine clearly
demonstrated the cha — racteristics of the
culture of Zhao state.

During the Qin and the Han dynasties,
a powerful nomadic empire — Xiongnu er-
merged in the northern prairie. Resided in
the prairie for genera — tions and well —

skilled in horsemanship and archery,



some other arti— cles for daily use. A large
number of pottery varying in type are Hu
(pot),Guan (jar), Zhao (cooking stove) s
Ding (tripod), He (case), Pan (plate),
Wan (bowl), Deng (lamp), Xunlu (incense
burner), Fu (cooking vessel), An (table),
Kui (spoon— like vessel), Erbei (cup with
double ears), Ke (wine — vessel), Jing
(well), and etc. and a few of them are
painted or glazed. The varieties of bronzes
" stand next to pottery in terms of number,
mainly including Ding (tripod —cooking ves-
sel ), Fang (measure), Hu (pot), Xi
(basin)+ Pan (plate), Shao (spoon), Fu
(cooking vessel), Zeng (cooking vessel),
Bo—shan Lu (censer), Jing (mirror), Nuji
(crossbow), Jian (sword), Ge (dagger),
Ji Chalberd ), Daigou (garment hook ),
Deng (lamp), Zhen (paperweight), Ling
(bell), Huobi (currency), Chemagqi (fitti-
ngs of chariots and harnesses) and some ot-
her ornaments. The painted lamp in a shape
of a goose holding a fishin its mouth, Bu wi-
th three sockets and inscriptions ” Songzi ” ,
walking lamp with inscriptions ” Chengshan
palace ”, stove decorated with four auspi-
cious birds and animals, bronze paperweight
in a shape of a funny — looking acrobat and
bronze tortoise — shaped paperweight inlaid
with mother—of—pearl are dis— tinguished
for beautiful shape and delicate craftma-
nship. In addition, pottery decorated with
ripple patterns, animal—shaped ornaments,
birch— bulk container, bone implements and
ornaments all suggest the spread and influ-
ence of Xiongnu and Xianbei cultures.

The excavations and study of the tom-
bs of the Han dynasty at Pinhshuoreveal the
rise and decline of Mayi city under the 400
years’ rule of the Qin and the Han dynasti-
es. We affirm that Mayi city must have
been locatedin today’s Shuocheng district
and also the earth city of Shuozhou of the
Northern Qi dynasty must have been en-
larged and consolidated on the Mayi city site
of the Qin and the Han dynasties. We're

able to set up a reli — able criterior for

dating the artifacts of this period around the
Great Walls in northern China based on the
comparative study of the archaeolo— gically
attested artifacts unearthed here.

Pingshuo ruled by the northern peoples
from the Northern dynasty to the Liao, Jin,
Yuan dynasties, many cultural remains and
cultural relics of this period manifest the
style consisting of the elements of two kinds
of cultures. The tomb bricks engraved with
procession, hunting, dancing and auspicious
beasts are compact and vivid. The ceramic
pillow of poly—porce—lain clay of the Tang
dynasty are rarely seen. More than 10
epitaphs are very important for the study of
the Tang history and the local chronicles of
Shuozhou. Cremation prevailed in the Liao.
Jin, Yuan dynasties in accom— panying wi-
th few multi — person joint burials as the
remnant customs left over by the northern
nomadic peoples. The bowl of poly — porce-
lain clay and the poly — glazed flask of the
Yuan dynasty are very precious, some ce-
ramics are imi— tated the products of Junyao
and Dingyao in terms of shape and glaze wh-
ich indicate the highly advanced technique in
the ceramic production in Shanxi at that
time.

The ancient cultures in Pingshuo area,
rich and splendid, are of uni—que style and
a long history. More and more cultural
relics will be brou— ght to light in the wake
of the future archaeological excavation. Bo-
th thehistorical and cultural significance are
beyond description in reality. Wededicate
the catalogue ” Cultural Relics Unearthed
At Pingshuo ” as the representations of the
archaeological achievements made by the
PAT in the past decade to the collegues both
at home and abroad working in the field of
cultural relics and archaeology as well as the
friends from all fronts interested in ancient
Chinese art. It is hoped to provide with new
materialsfor appreciation and research and to
glory the traditional Chinese cultureand to
make greater contributions to the construc-

tion of the socialist sp—ritual civilization.

The catalogue was compiled under the
auspices of Shanxi Institute of Archaeology .
Cultural Relics Bureau of Shanxi Province.
Cultural Relics Administrative Office of
Chongfu Monastery. We're grateful to all
organi — zations and peoples who have
greatly helped us in the production of the
catalogue. We're especially grateful for the
directions and support of Professor Zhang-
han and Profesor Yang Fudou, and for the
excellent and effi—cient preparations of the
fundmental data to be covered in the catal-

ogue.

July 28, 1994



THE WARRING STATES PERIOD
1. Pottery Dou— vessel

2. Pottery Guan— jar

3. Bone implement

4. Bronze Huang

5. String ornaments

6. Bone string ornaments

7. Bronze mirror decorated with four moun-
tain—shaped motifs

8. Bubi— bronze currency

9. Bu with three sockets and inscroptions ”

Songzi ” — bronze currency
THE WESTERN HAN DY-
NASTY

10. Pottery Guan— jar

11. Pottery Guan— jar

12. Painted pottery Hu— pot

13. Painted pottery Hu— pot

14. Painted pottery He— case
15. Painted pottery Hu— pot

16. Painted pottery Hu— pot

17. Painted pottery Ding— tripod

18. Painted pottery Yan— vessel

19. Pottery Hu with inscriptions ” Mayishi ”

20. Pottery incense burner

21. Bronze lamp in a shape of a goose hold-
ing a fish in its mouth

22. Walking lamp with inscriptions ”
Chengshan palace ”

23. Bronze incense burner

24, Bronze high lamp

25. Bronze goose—{oot—shaped lamp

26. Bronze walking lamp

27. Bronze high lamp

28. Bronze Boshan censer in a shape of a
crane standing on a tortoise

29. Bronze duck —shaped incense burner

30. Bronze incense burner

LIST OF PLATES

31. Bronze incense burner

32. Bronze incense burner

33. Bronze Boshan censer

34. Bronze walking stove

35. Bronze dagger

36. Bronze Fang— measure

37. Bronze Fang with inscriptions ” Gaonu
temple ” — measure

38. Bronze Hu— pot

39. Bronze Hu— pot

40. Bronze Jiaozun— vessel

41. Bronze Jiao— vessel

42. Bronze flask

43. Bronze Ding— tripod, cooking vessel
44. Bronze Ding— tripod, cooking vessel
45. Bronze Ding— tripod . cooking vessel
46. Bronze stove decorated with four auspi-
cious birds and animals

47. Bronze cooking stove

48. Bronze Yan— cooking vessel

19. Bronze cylinder —shaped vessel

50. Bronze Zun— wine vessel

51. Bronze Shao— spoon

52. Bronze Yi— water vessel

53. Bronze Xuan— big and deep basin

54. Bronze mirror decorated with star—and
—cloud patterns

55. Bronze mirror decorated with four nip-
ples and dragon—and—tiger patterns

56. Bronze mirror decorated with seven nip-
ples and bird —and —beast patterns

57. Bronze mirror decorated with eight nip-
ples and chessboard patterns

58. Bronze paperweight in a shape of a fun-

ny—looking acrobat

59. Bronze tortoise — shaped paperweight
inlaid with mother—of —pearl

60. Bronze leopard—shaped paperweight
61. Bronze leopard—shaped paperweight
62. Bronze tiger —shaped paperweight

63. Bronze paperweight in a shape of a hu-
man figure

64. Bronze tiger—shaped paperweight

65. Bronze mandarin — duck — shaped pa-
perweight

66. Bronze garment hook inlaid with gold—
and —silver

67. Gilded bronze garment hook

68. Gilded bronze garment hook with ani-
mal face

69. Bromt sheep—shaped garment nook
70. Silver — inlaid bronze fittings of An
(table) with dragon patterns

71. Bronze parts for holding the curtains
72. Bronze parts for holding the curtains
73. Bronze handle of a brush

74. Bronze bird —shaped fittings

75. Foot of a bronze vessel

76. Bronze crossbow

77. Stone tiger —shaped paperweight

78. Stone tiger —shaped paperweight

79. Stone bear—shaped paperweight

80. Stone pig—shaped paperweight

81. Seal

82. Jade Bi

83. Agate Bi

84. Jade Gui

85. Jade Zhang

86. Jade Huang

87. Jade Bi



88. Jade Zi

89. Jade cup with single ear

90. Jade plugs and jade face—guard

91. Lacquer Zhi— wine vessel

THE EASTERN HAN DYNASTY
92. Painted pottery Hu— pot

93, Painted pottery Hu— pot

94. Painted pottery Hu— pot

95. Painted pottery Hu— pot

96. Painted pottery Hu— pot

97. Celadon Hu— pot

98. Green— glazed pottery Hu— pot

99. Glazed pottery cover of Hu

100. Glazed pottery cover of Hu

101. White pottery incense burner

102. Green— glazed owl

103. Pottery hen and cock

104. l.’onery incense burner

105. Pottery duck —shaped incense burner
106.Glazed pottery cooking stove

107. Pottery incense burner

108. Pottery well

109. Pottery Fu— cooking pot

110. Gold—foiled ornamental fragments

111. Bronze Guan with single ear— jar

112. Bronze Fu with double ears— cooking
pot

113. Bronze ornaments

114. Bone ruler

THE NORTHERN DYNASTY

115. Tomb — brick engraved with patterns

in bas relief

THE SUI DYNASTY
116. Celadon bottle with four loop handles
THE TANG DYNASTY
117. Ceramic pillow of poly —porcelain clay
118. Bronze mirror decorated with double
phoenix and

auspicious beasts patterns
119. Bronze mirror decorated with grapes
and auspicious beasts patterns
120. Bronze Buddha
121. Bronze Bodhisattva
122. Epitaph of Madam Qu
123. Epitaph of Huakuo
124. Epitaph of Li Xingman

THE JIN DYNASTY

125. Pottery coffin

126. Tri—colored bottle
127. White—glazed plate with stamped flo-

ral designs

128. White — glazed saucer with stamped
floral designs

129. White—glazed Yuhuchun bottle— lit-
erally jade— pot—spring bottle

130. Black — glazed jar with incised floral
designs

131. Black—glazed bowl

132. White—glazed vase

133. White—glazed Arhan

134. Stone—-carved Bodhidharma

135. Bronze mirror decorated with plantain
—and—crane designs

136. Bronze mirror with inscriptions ” rich

and safe and sound ”

THE YUAN DYNASTY

137. Ceramic bowl of poly—porcelain clay
138. Small bowl with the imitated Jun —
glaze

139. Plate with the imitated Jun—glaze
140. Small celadon bowl

141. White — glazed vase with painted de-
signs

142. Holly—glazed bowl with incised floral
designs

143. Small celadon tray

144. Blue—and —white high—stem cup
145. White—glazed high—stem cup

146. Celadon plate with stamped floral de-
signs

147. Celadon plate with floral lip

148. Celadon bowl with incised floral de-
signs

149. White — glazed lotus — leaf — covered
jar

150. Bowl with the imitated Jun—glaze
151. Bowl with the imitated Jun—glaze
152. Bowl with the imitated Jun—glaze
153. Yellow —and —green— glazed stove
154. Black—glaze bowl

155. Black—glazed bottle

156. White—glazed high—stem cup

157. White—glazed plate

158. Poly —glazed Yuhuchun bottle— liter-
aly jade— pot —spring bottle

159. Gold ornaments

160. Gold cup

THE MING DYNASTY

161. Fahua sculpture
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