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The Chinese-English bilingual version Chinese Red series
of books is dedicated to introducing the Chinese culture
through a panoramic review and combed presentation
of the outstanding traditional Chinese culture. The one
hundred special topics contained in this series are featured
by their long history, rich cultural heritage and distinct
Chinese characteristics. Bearing a strong flavor of life
and a unique artistic style, the topics represent specific
aspects of the history, customs, as well as values and
aesthetics of the Chinese culture. Rendered in a text
and graphic combined form, the series offers a pleasant
reading experience for readers from all over the world and
enables them to enter the hall of Chinese culture to savor
its unique beauty.
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8 = Preface

Building is one of the basic activities of
human beings and a product of human
civilization. Chinese traditional architecture
represented by the royal wood frame
buildings, Roman architecture represented
by the Leaning Tower of Pisa and French
Gothic architecture represented by Notre
Dame de Paris are known as the three
traditional building systems that have had
an extensive impact throughout the world.
The traditional Chinese architectural
decoration is an essential part of traditional
Chinese buildings. The decoration itself has
some practical value and a strong artistic
appeal, showing a strong national style and
characteristics of the times.

With the improvement of building
materials and technology, traditional Chinese
architectural decoration has changed a lot.
The change is closely related to political,
economic, cultural, aesthetic and other

ideological factors at various historical
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periods. Forms of architectural decoration
differ according to different building shapes,
locations, grades and materials. This book
analyzes elements such as the history, kinds,
features, craft materials and decorative
elements of traditional Chinese architectural
decoration to demonstrate to readers its
culture in a systematic and comprehensive
way. Hopefully readers can learn more about

the charm of traditional Chinese architectural

decoration through reading this book.
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Time-honored History
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Traditional Chinese architecture refers to the building system
independently-formed from the pre-Qin period (21st century
B.C.—221 B.C.) to the mid-19th century. Like other peoples of the
world, the ancient Chinese also went through the process of living
in caves, on trees, and finally building houses on the ground and
forming a building style featuring mainly wooden structures that
became the most widely distributed building system with a very
distinctive style which lasts the longest in the world. Architectural
decoration comes into being along with the emergence of
architecture. The working people of ancient China created a wide
variety of architectural styles with their skill and

knowledge, resulting in a wide range of
colorful architectural decoration. The
architectural decoration also played

a role in adjusting the structure and
proportion of the buildings. Its role

in protecting the building itself and
extending its service life can also not
be ignored.
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Semi-Circle Eaves Tile

> Development of Traditional
Architectural Decoration

The ancient Chinese oracle bone
inscriptions have a lot of characters
related to buildings. Based on these fonts,
it can be presumed that in the Shang
Dynasty (1600 B.C.-1046 B.C.), some
of the houses that people lived in were
built on top of a podium, and some were
built to be stilt houses. Although there
was little decoration on the wall, tall
decorative components were already used
on the ridges of some houses.

In the early period of the Western
Zhou Dynasty (1046 B.C.-771 B.C.),
in addition to the roof-covering plain
tiles and the semi-cylindrical tiles, there
emerged simple pattern tiles to decorate
the cornice and protect the eaves.

In the Spring and Autumn Period
(770 B.C.-476 B.C.), people began
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Deer Pattern Eaves Tile
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to focus on interior decoration and
decorative color paintings for wooden
buildings appeared. Round eaves tiles
began to appear in around the Spring and
Autumn Period to the Warring States
Period (475 B.C.-221 B.C.). They were
highly decorative and have various
exquisite patterns, such as Kui dragon,
Kui phoenix and deer.

From the Eastern Han Dynasty
(25-220) to the Three Kingdoms Period
(220-280), people began to pay attention
to the usage of roof forms and tiles for
decoration. The commonly-seen roof
forms are overhanging gable roof and
hipped roof. Doors were often decorated
with cylinders and door leaves were often
decorated with door knockers. Mullioned
windows were often used and sometimes
other patterns were decorated on the
windows. Animal prints were seen as
decoration on some roof ridges.

During the Wei, Jin, Southern
and Northern Dynasties (220-589),
as Buddhism and Taoism had more
influence in the private sector, relevant
decorative patterns began to be applied to
architectural decoration, such as the lotus
and the Eight Diagrams patterns. Royal
families often had hipped roofs. The roof

ridge was often decorated with an owl-
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tail-shaped ornament and walls often
equipped with mullioned windows.

The Tang Dynasty (618-907)
witnessed the mature period of the
development of Chinese wooden
buildings. Architectural structure is
perfectly integrated with art: the extra
large brackets enabled the roof to look
very far-reaching; pillars were thick at
the bottom and thin at the top, which was
in line with the aesthetic standards of
the Tang Dynasty. In the Song Dynasty
(960-1279), bricks began to be widely
used during construction. Between the
pillars of a residence emerged brick and
wood structures and more attention was
paid to the decoration than in the Tang
Dynasty. The Northern Song Dynasty
(960-1127) once had a provision for
architectural decoration, saying that the
average person may not use brackets or
caissons and shall not decorate girders
with colorful paint except palaces,

official residences, temples and Taoist

o ERBBEA: MEEEERF/NEE

Buddhist Architecture of the Tang Dynasty
(618-907): Little Wild Goose Pagoda of Jianfu
Temple in Xi'an, Shaanxi Province
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Ink and Opera Hall of the Song Dynasty (960-1279)
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temples. However, quite a few people did
not comply with the provision.
Architecture during the Liao
Dynasty (907-1125) and the Jin Dynasty
(1115-1234) inherited the architectural
style of the Tang Dynasty and retained
some characteristics of Tang architecture.
At the same time, influenced by the Song
architecture, great attention was paid
to detail decoration between columns.
Architectural decoration had little
development during the Yuan Dynasty

(1279-1368) and most of the styles were
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quite primitive.

During the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644) and the Qing Dynasty
(1644-1911), there was usually a screen
wall inside a residential door and carved
ornamentation and color paintings on the
door and the roof ridge. Square bricks
were used to pave the ground and covers
and partition boards were used to divide
up interior space. The Forbidden City is
a masterpiece exemplifying the climax of
the development of palatial architecture
during the period and the traditional

architectural decoration was also brought

into full play.
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Sketch Map of the Forbidden City
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