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A Long Parade of Red Trousseaux
Wedding Furniture in the Ningbo and Shaoxing Region
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I Preface

Having prevailed in the Jiangnan region for hundreds of years,
cultural traditions unique to water-towns are gradually becoming
things of the past as life styles change rapidly across the region.
Among the customs that have disappeared or are disappearing is “the
long parade of red trousseaux” practiced on the Ningbo-Shaoxing
Plain. When marrying their daughters, wealthy families in the Ningbo
and Shaoxing region have since old times gone to great lengths in
preparations and spent fortunes on dowries, hoping to help their
daughters earn some status in their husbands' families while using
the occasion also to show off their own wealth and power. On the
wedding day, all kinds of red trousseaux and furniture would line
up for several li (one li equals 0.3107 miles), causing a sensational
display in marriage customs. The charming wedding items combined
with the impressive “ten li” display usually bring such an enthusiastic
event to its climax, revealing the affluence as well as elegance and
grace in the Jiangnan culture. People's best wishes for happiness in
life find direct expression under such circumstances. Through this
display we attempt to capture an exciting moment of these passionate
events that once took place on our land and allow these moments to
live forever in people's memories.
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A Waiting Bride to Be







