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Unit 1 . .
Part One: Intensive Reading

LEAD-IN QUESTIONS ‘
1. Do you know when and where the postage stamp was first used?
2.  Why more than a hundred years after its becoming a fashion, is the collec-
tion of postage stamps still popular today?
3. What does the title of the text mean?

TEXT
Stamps by the Million, to Use, to Collect™

This happened a little more than a hundred years ago. One new idea was a
pencil with an eraser at the end. The other----thought up by someone in England in
1840----was the postage stamp.

No matter how simple it may seem today, the idea of gumming the back of
a piece of paper was really something at that time. It cleared the way for sending
already-paid mail all over most of the world. It became the smgle most important
aid to written and printed message sending. Without stamps, in fact, it would be
hard to think how everyday business or life would go on. '

More than this, however, stamps have other values too. Coming from so
many different places, and being of so many different kirds and forms, stamps have
become highly interesting in their own way. Now they have also become a form of
art----taking from the fields of painting, photography, drawing, and printing.

To some collectors of postage stamps, of course, the art value of stamps is
not so important. They look for other things. They can find differences between two
stamps that you might think are exactly the same. The person who is only interested
in mailing letters would never notice these differences.

While studying stamps from the Middle East, collectors have noticed that
stamp paper is no longer made of linen or cotton rags. It is now made from cheaper
wood pulp, which is not as strong or as lasting. This has cauised worry because the
stamps may not last for too many years. Also, because there are no longer water-
marks on any stamps turned out in the Mlddle East except those from the United
Arab Republic®.

In studying Middle East stamps, the number of tiny holes at the edge of the
stamp is also counted. Stamps in sheet have long since come with these holes. This
is to allow one stamp to be quickly separated from another. But to collectors the
number of holes in a given length is very important. United States stamps carry only
ten or eleven holes every one inch. Middle East stamps have smaller holes, fifteen
to seventeen an inch.

The way in which a stamp is printed is another thing that makes each stamp
so interesting. However, simpler and cheaper ways of printing have now taken the

24



place of the more costly ways that made the best and most beautiful stamps.

But if the watermark and the number of holes on the edge, paper and
printing hide the value of stamps as art, that value is still there to be seen by the
searching eye. It can be found in the gentle lines and rich colors of the birds and
flowers of Lebanon or in the proud eyes of a Syrian farmer. It can be found in the
sweep of a bridge of Iraqg, or in the curve of a desert road in Saudi Arabia.

By saving and studying postage stamps collectors learn much about the
faraway countries of the world, of their rulers, their flags, their monies, even their
animals and flowers.

Most stamps, to be sure, are no more than what they were meant to be':
picturing, catching in a lively way some place, some man, something that is impor-
tant to a people or a country. Such stamps are made by the millions to be torn off,
pasted down, posted, soiled, and thrown away.

But there are others that are more than just pictures, stamps that in subject
or feeling somehow cross that thin line that divides just pictures and real art. Of the
many works of art in postage stamps, used by the millions, collected by the thou-
sands, some will most surely find places of honor in our museums.

NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSION
1. eraser/n. & piece of rubber used to rub out writing.
2. postage stamp/n. a stamp stuck on letters, etc, with a specified value,
showing the amount of postage paid.
. gum/v. to stick together with a sticky substance.
photography/n. the art or process of taking photographs.
. drawing/n. the art of representing objects, scenes, etc, by lines, with a
pencil, chalk, etc.
. linen/n. ~ cloth made of flax.
. rag/n. old cloth.
. pulp/n. a soft mass of wood fibre as used for making paper.
. watermark/n. a mark made on paper by the maker, seen only when it is
held up to the light.
10. edge/n. (line marking the) outer limit or boundary of a (flat) surface.
11. gentle/a. moderate, not rough; kind, friendly.
12. paste/v. to stick with paste

I
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13. museum/n. a building in which objects illustrating art, hlstory, science,
etc, are displayed.

14. Lebanon/n. country between Syria and Israel on the eastern shore of
Mediterranean.

15. Syrian/a. of Syria or its people. /n. a native of Syria.
16. Saudi Arabia/n. kingdom occupying most of Arabia, its capital is Riyadh.

NOTES
1. The collection of postage stamps originated in France. In 1860, it became
popular throughout the world, with London as its world center. The world’s
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largest collection is in the British Museum, the runner-up being in Smithso-
nian Institution, Washington, D.C. Probably the world’s finest private
collection is that of Queen Elizabeth II.

Stamps by the million, to use, to eollect Millions of people use and
collect stamps.

United Arab Republic: It was a union between Egypt and Syria, formed in
1958, broken in 1961. Egypt continued to use the name after the breach until
1971.

Most stamps, to be sure, are no more than what they were meant to be: In
fact, most stamps have just the value as they were made to be.

COMPREHENSION OF THE TEXT
I. Choose the best answer to complete the following statements according to the

text. .

1.

Why does the author mention a pencil with an eraser while discussing

stamps?

A. To compare the importance of stamps and pencils.

B. To contrast it with the usefulness of stamps.

C. To demonstrate the importance of the invention of stamps.

D. To mention the two great inventions of the nineteenth century.

What does "something" in the first sentence of the second paragraph mean?

A. A great invention B. An acceptable idea

C. A strange behavior D. An uneasy thing

What does the author mean by saymg "Stamps have become hlghly interest-

ing in their own way?"

A. Stamps are used everywhere in the world.

B. Some stamps are precious because they are from faraway countries.

C. Stamps have gained special value because of their great variety.

D. Stamp production involves painting, photography, drawing and printing.

The author implies that some stamp collectors are interested in looking for

other things while others in

A. mailing letters.

B. estimating the art value of stamps.

C. finding difference out of various stamps.

D. finding similarities between different stamps.

The text suggests that the change of materials for making stamps

A. increases the value of stamp collecting.

B. reduces the value of stamp collecting.

C. makes collectors more careful in selecting stamps.

D. makes collectors more careful in preserving stamps.

The text implies that

A. Middle East countries have never used watermarks on their stamps except
the United Arab Republic.

B. U.A.R. has advanced technique in making stamps.
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C. The Middle East countries used to have watermarks on their stamps.

D. There is no collecting value for stamps from the Middle East except those
from U.A.R.. ‘

The author uses "gentle lines ", "rich colors of the birds", "flowers of

Lebanon", "proud eyes of a Syrian farmer" etc, to mean '

A. the great beauty and variety of stamps.

B. that some kind of stamps are more beautiful than others.

C. that people from different countries prefer different pictures.

D. that these stamps are the most valuable.

The last paragraph but one means that

A. most stamps are not much of collecting value.

B. most stamps are wasted when used for sending letters.

C. most stamps are useless.

D. most stamps do not mean anything, though with lively pictures, about
people and places.

"Thin line" in the last paragraph most probably means

A. the delicate line on a picture.

B. the vague boundary between a mere picture and real art.

C. the dimply-drawn line on a picture.

D. the outline of a stamp. -

The last paragraph means that

A. some stamps are with gentle lines.

B. some s.unps bear a cross on pictures

C. pictures and real art are not easy to divide.

D. only certain stamps are of collecting value.

II. Topics for discussion.

1.

2.

3.

4,

Why are stamps generally considered as one of the important 1nvent10ns ever
made by mankind?

Are there many people collectmg stamps in our country" What are their
purposes?

Do you have a hobby of collecting things? If yes, what do you collect and
how large is your collection?

What was the situation like before the stamps came into existence?

WORD BUILDING
1. Add -ly to the following words and then use them to complete the followmg

sentences. Note that not all words ending in -ly are adverbs. Some of them are

adjectives.
cost night beautiful particular  exact friend
1. Simpler and cheaper ways of printing have now replaced the more

g}
Loe

ways that made the most beautiful stamps.
Mary and Helen are twin sisters and they do things in the same

way.



3. They are very proud of their decorated house, for they decorated
the house themselves. i

4. During “dream phases, our eyes move although the lids are closed
and our other muscle are relaxed. '

5. Some people are - interested in finding out about the people around
them.

6. The meeting discussed how to promote the co-operation between
the two countries.

II. Study the formation of the following compound nouns and try to fill in the blanks

with suitable compound nouns of the same type.
shopping-bag washing-machine  writing-desk

A room to wait in is a ' .

A room to dine in is a

A chair to rock on is a

A panto fryinis a

A room to read in is a

A needle to knit with is a

‘A knife to carve with is a

A room to dress inis a

A desk to write on is a

A board to carve on is a

SPOPNA LA WP

fary

III. Choose the correct suffix from the list below to combine with the following
words. Make slight changes where necessary.

-€r -or -ar -ist -an T
rule collect lie beg erase

act translate educate art physics
violin music mountain engine :

‘IV. Try to form nouns by adding either -age or -ade to the following words,
" consulting a dictionary if necessary.

post water freight block orange

cannon pilot orphan hermit short
SENTENCE STRUCTURE
I. Rewrite the following sentences after the model.

Model: Because stamps come from so many places, stamps have

become highly interesting in their own ways.
Coming from so many places, stamps have become highly
interesting in their own ways.
1. Because he has worked hard all his life, he decided to take a long vacation,
2. As lived only from hand to mouth, I could not afford a washing-machine.

. 5‘.



3. Since he had been his own boss for such a long time, he found it hard to

accept orders from others.

As he was a student of science, he was naturally interested in museums.
Because he knew that he wouldn’t be able to buy food on his journey, he
took large supplies with him.

S

II. Make sentences after the model, using "No matter how (where, what, when,

who) ..." and the given words.

Model: Simple, it may seem, the idea, really, something, at that time.
No matter how simple it may seem today, the idea was really
something at that time.

need, extra help, Tom, will give him a hand.

you, go, you, will find Cota-Cola.

hard, you, try, you, will never lose, your English accent.

you, come, you, will be, welcome.

you, say, I, won’t believe, you.

DB e

II1. Join each pair of the following sentences after the model, using an attributive
clause.

Model: They can find differences between two stamps. You might
think the two stamps are exactly the same.
They can find differences between two stamps that you might
think are exactly the same. _

This tree bears many apples. The apples are sweet and firm.

2. The silver dollar was hidden in the trunk in the attic. The silver dollar

belonged to an old relative. ®

The husband took the letter. His wife had written the letter.

The Smiths made a new set of keys. The key fit the trunk lock.

'He began to write short stories. The stories were based on the life in the

countryside.

(Y
.
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IV. Complete the following sentences after the models.
Model: Collectors learn much about the faraway countries by ...
Collectors learn much about the faraway countries by saving

and studying postage stamps.

1. 'The parents try to please their son by ...
2. The student passed the examination by ...
3. He tried to improve his oral English by ...
4. The new manager earned the respect of the workers by ...
5. A child learns how to speak by ...
CLOZE

Choose the best answer to complete the following passage.
There is no end to the magic within this circle of the round world we live in.
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The greatest magicians today are --1-- the physicist and chemists, the mathemati-
cians and astronomers: the wise men seeking the answer --2-- the riddles of earth
and universe. But --3-- of them can tell us how it is we can walk -- 4-- a floor. ‘By
the law of gravitation’ used to be the readiest answer to that. .

~ Gravitation is --5-- the most familiar thing in all the world, and we were al
brought --6-- on the story of Newton and his apple and the law of gravitation.
Lately physicists have begufi to say that gravitation may be --7-- an illusion. If it
is, --8-- it is pure magic that keeps our feet on the ground and our furniture --9--
floating off into space. And who cares, --10-- the magic works and the illusion is
--11--7 It is all a matter of vocabulary --12--, for no two scientists have ever agreed
--13-- a definition of magic; but there is no denying --14-- every time man has
finally understood and explained a --15-- he has ceased to call it magic and called
it science instead.

1. a. forever b. already  c. extremely d. still

2. a. for b. to c. on d. after

3. a. not one b. notany  c¢. none one d. no any’
4. a. above b. along C. across d. under
5. a. recently b. probably c. awfully d. quietly
6. a. in b. of c. up d. on

7. a. often b. only c. nearly d. indeed
8. a. but b. yet ¢. and d. then

9. a. for b. from c. over d. by ‘
10. a. so long as b. as if ¢. so that d. such as
11. a. covered b. formed ¢. maintained d. adapted
12. a. really , b. fully ¢. usually d. perhaps
13. a. with b. at c. about d. on

14. a. when b. what c. that d. since
15. a. wander b. wonder  c. difficulty d. theory

Part Two: Extensive Reading

READING SKILL: Reading with Six Questions in Mind

Reading serves many purposes. The essential purpose is to know what is
being talked about in the reading material or, so to say, to catch the main ideas
contained in it. Hence, we want to know who, where, what, why, when and how
concerning something that so happens or has happened, though many a time we do
not get the whole bunch of questions answered. Now read the following example
and try to answer each of these six questions.

Tom worked very hard in school last year to write the dissertation for his
doctorate degree.

PASSAGE FOR EXTENSIVE READING



