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Foreword

The Chinese Alligator is one of 23 species of existing crocodilians
in the world today. It is also a critically endangered species, their
number has dwindled and their distribution is so narrow that it has
aroused concem among experts, conservationists and amateurs in
wildlife at home and abroad. From 1975 till 2001, we have made a
research on the distribution, ecology, population dynamics, anatomy,
histology, embryology, artificial culture and reproduction of the Chi-
nese Alligator. We were invited by the Anhui Publishing House of Sci-
ence and Technology to summarize the results achieved and to edit a
book Chinese Alligator . That book was finished and published in 1985.
In 1998, under the organization of National Ministry of Forestry, We
were decided to be the chief compiler of the book Research on the Chi-
nese Alligator by the editorial board of A series of Research Book on Key
Protected Wild Animals of China . Based upon the book Chinese Alliga-
tor, we have added into the new results achieved which we have been
obtaining in these ten years and more. The book consists of six chap-
ters, among these chapters, chapter 2 ~ 3 were written by Hua Tian-
miao, chapter 4 was written by Wu Xiaobin, chapter 5 was written by
Chen Bihui and Wang Chaolin, and the remains were finished by Chen
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Bihui. In a sense, this book is the work of many hands. It got a world
of concern and support from the leading bodies at all levels of the
National Minstry of Forestry , Anhui Provincial Bureau of Forestry and
Anhui Normal University. All support for this study was provided by a
grant from the National Minstry of Forestry and Anhui Provincial
Bureau of Forestry, National Science Foundation of China, Anhui Sci-
entific Committee and Anhui Educational Committee. Some teachers
and successive previous postgraduates of Anhui Normal University have
participated in their project study, they are Chen Bihui, Li Binghua,
Hua Zhaohe, Wu Xiaobin, Hua Tianmiao, Pan Hongchun, Li
Yugian, Zhang Shengzhou and Yang Chuanxiu. The staffs of Anhui
Research Centre of Chinese Alligator have made a serise of study re-
garding the Chinese alligator. All these results achieved formed a foun-
dation to write and to compile this book. Zhang Shengzhou gave much
assistance to us for writing this book. The publication of this book has
got the supports of the members of the editorial board and the supports
of Shanghai Scientific & Technological Education Publishing House.
We would like to express our sincerely thanks to the institutions and
persons for they have concerned and helped us to publish this book .

Chen Bihui
Anhui Normal University
May 2002
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