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Samuel Johnson’s Letter to

Lord Chesterfield

W IER TFE

February 7th, 1755

My lord, —1 have been lately informed,
by the proprietor of the World', that two
papers, in which my Dictionary? is
recommended to the public, were written by
your Lordship®. To be so distinguished*, is
an honour, which, being very little
accustomed to favours from the great®, I know
not well how to receive, or in what terms to
acknowledge.

When, upon some slight encouragement®,
I first visited your Lordship, I was
overpowered, like the rest of mankind, by the
enchantment of your address’, and could not
forbear to wish® I might boast myself Le

1. World: Y48 74— 2L 8

2. BRI R B IR
English Language

3. Lordship: 3 =EIE#R,

4. distinguish: &3¢,

5. favours from the great: KA A ES.
A Dictionary of The 6. 5|7 k55 5h.
(1755), 7. YRR R B AT

8. TE#FE,
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vainqueur du vainqueur de la terre °; —that I might obtain
that regard for which I saw the world contending; but I found
my attendance'® so little encouraged, that neither pride nor
modesty would suffer!' me to continue it. When I had once
addressed your Lordship in public, I had exhausted all the
art of pleasing which a retired and uncourtly scholar'? can
possess. I had done all that I could; and no man is well
pleased to have his all”® neglected, be it ever so little'. |

Seven years, my Lord, have now passed since I waited
in your outward rooms, or was repulsed from your door'3;
during which time I have been pushing on my work through
difficulties, of which it is useless to complain, and have
brought it, at last, to the verge of publication, without one
act of assistance, one word of encouragement, or one smile
of favour. Such treatment I did not expect, for I never had a
Patron'® before.

The shepherd in Virgil'” grew at last acquainted with

9. T ENA R L HAMIREMNER
# XPEEUEZE. AARMNE
TIHRABLESERNERE, F
ERECHBIMNKIR, BORF
FRABTARSHRAHAT. SE
FHRM—EEXKEEFI7THLIFA
HIFR % & (Nicolas Boileau, 1636-
1711) §h "% 2462, "Je chante
le vainqueur des vaingueurs de la
terre' (I sing the praise of the
conqueror of the conquerors of the
world), 983 3| B MR EUTIE
BCRIER.

10. attendance: Eif. A A KRR A&,
b BREFENHOSRTIHREA.

11. suffer: = allow,

12. a retired and uncourtly scholar: —%
S5t %S, TEEDNERA.

13. have his all: = all that he could do,

14. = even if it were so little,

15. be repulsed from your door: #¥EF
REITIN.

16. patron: HiR¥ . BA. HAIERR
X ABHERRA.

17. FARGEBEZIRALER (2
FTHIT0-195F) M RIS FNA.
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Love, and found him'® a native of the rocks.

Is not a Patron, my Lord, one who looks with unconcern'
on a man struggling for life in the water, and, when he has
reached ground, encumbers him with help? The notice which
you have been pleased to take of my labours,? had it been
early, had been kind;?' but it has been delayed till I am
indifferent, and cannot enjoy it; till I am solitary, and cannot
impart it;?* till I am known, and do not want it. I hope it is
no very cynical asperity?, not to confess obligations where
no benefit has been received, or to be unwilling that the
public should consider me as owing that to a Patron, which
Providence has enabled me to do for myself.

Having carried on my work thus far with so little
obligation to any favourer of learning®*, I shall not be
disappointed though I should conclude it, if less be possible,
with less;? for I have been long wakened from that dream
of hope, in which I once boasted myself with so much
exultation, my Lord.

Your Lordship’s most humble

Most obedient servant,

Sam. Johnson.?

18. him: 3 Love, Mg,

19. unconcern: SEAR¥ 0,

20. RIFE N EMERS FRIER.

21. %6, FFHURELFH "had it
been early, would have been kind",

22 HEMAHMG—A. X ESAH
F.XRARBHEFCLERET . T
XHIR,

23. cynical asperity: RIR4F A RIFESK

24. favourer of learning: (2 ARE A,
BRERHAAFO=H.

25. though I... less: = though | should
conclude it with less (obligation), if
less be possible, 3£ with less 3|5
B4 7T MEER,

26 ERMERZTEE -EBRNSE
BCREBSERZIMII T A&,

3
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EFXHE, —RBERALHHIE L. ELIERER Philip
Dormer Stanhope, faurth Earl of Chesterfield, 1694—1773)
U BRHRBAE, FHXARE, Xz Lh@EFR. Y
BPEXHENITRGER. XBWT:

RBHRIPNTHE BAKBABTHNLEMIX B
AL DFEAM—BEEFR, 1747 EREF RO
&, tRICHRWITRRAE LIERER, FABDIRH,
FEEGRTENE. BR NEMXFAE" HEEAR
AEF MK, FHRBERTHRAR, THERM. £
BREBFERBEEEFSI XA FR—BME.
BRERM, BRILEZRE. BT 1755F, AHBLH
TERERE, Wrams, BHEONR. XUBFA
TiHREE, MAOMHEIEFRRGMH. BRANFRE
HTHE, BERRTEXHE—FHRRBINAREEX
B, HUBBEEEE HPERERREASHLE—
MEBRAPRES, HINNUEYG. 8CBELHDMEIE
Ry CMREET M OKIZER N KR, AWBER
B FREUE . $iE TR ESM. BCHARR. X
HE HELER CEREFEGINENEMRAEGAA 5
i, BETEF. BABMT.

LR, XHENRSGERAELSD. EZANPABRZ
FEL, ENEEETRRT —NEANHEERE. B
SRTE 18 HL2INAT. BNERAEHREA. KEMXA.
WERMAMEROXA—F, BAKEARR XD
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EE. AABBIAHINEARRIRE., HHRERM
hEIEIRE (patron) FIX R T —FMBFMMAEEK. 18
BLLUE, BUARTINNLRE, RETERGT A &
BXEQRBMATER, TAZTAEETET . T
A HEREN R EIRE MRS AT R, L8 Aix
HIEEX R ARLH %”ﬁiiiﬁmﬂﬁm BIGgAFHE
@ BEAHEHREBTERN MIE= KER W
g BEAIARNAE LS XS ﬁcﬁ WARA RIS

A MR -BRI AR RINTH M
AHIBERMEE—T.

ng

XENE-BUT %, BEGBET TS
REGR, -G B RBE R P INE
Faik, WAR AR F s
AFE. HEIERMABEUNER A, CHBRZRE) BDRSH
B DURRE—D AL BN ERCERAR
Bt A4, REE- FHES BHASEELS WY
E 7 MRESEALSEN SR ARATE SER R,
%/m EREE UM, BRI SAETA . S R PR

m gﬁ:ﬁiﬁLi@

HF2 B BRA
PEN ity
TERATEE 3 E@EA
TR EER BN AR T8I Ty

BE OGNSR AEBINTEAE
FRIHBAET, IR R BTG i TR ALS
HE, BICHU T DRSS HRNIERE T BB A A
IR FRE, BRAESAE S0 E0FE
BAOEARTECHERER, XEEA T SO A2
CE, mMEX &L r/J\?(]L« E i S8 B AN ER .
overpowered 3 - METETEILH T YEE A 505, AR

overpowered . . by the enchantment of your address, 4545k
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FRLFEBAT, ATHEBABOAYUC, BEBRTES
H. HPBESMEBECHAR . godfdmBTiadms
I AT L, MEARHAR. LIRRTIR T
AR Z KBS BHno man is well pleased to have his ali

neglected, be it ever so little, —A§H5 B aNut | YA FiRAE
—PAMEMAST, XEEOREE . MAEREZL,

BRI AR AU, O DUR 8 X — )
BEAN T ZMERER MX— A Es Wty
TS T X SR AL, —TTEA M IR B T BT R
SM-EFR A EMIRIRNC E RSB HIR T since
I waited in your outward rooms, HEEREFE . NN LB

&R or was repulsed from your door iX JLNEFE . TR
%?&?ﬁmtﬁ. Ty IR RIRA KSR ENRNE . B H o X ARIX
LHERA T%ﬁi;?—ﬁrééﬁg—ﬁiuof which it is useless
to cornplain iX —3 A\ F 61 #ud REmET, HPE
BARFER 155 E?ﬁflllatﬁé‘\]%?ﬁzeﬁﬁ&ﬂ?%ﬁi
=, HERFURSMARE, BRLEENSX. &
BARET . CEFRALEY, REEE CHEZF— A
s, RRORME, MASK EEZE AT &Y
CRINT ., XRESEBRRAMR  EERIE MR
7, TRET&13. without one act of assistance, one
word of encouragement, or one smile of favour, XFh4]%k
HFMREEE BN, MERTEABIESH. BEX
B AARBHRNBMERALRIETES RBEBHET.
BAY, WX ZFIBRERAE— MO TR, BIIXtE. &

BIEENBRRNGE A, RINZEHN, BETLUR
FZETERNRRK, BEMR BEME. ii?ﬂ’:ﬂﬂiﬁg
BEMES, BESIIXE, hiFr RS ERMERT
B, ERXHENT AN E LIHFERXEANRR, mR
EXECHINIINEN, B AEHREE frilgE—
®AXARBRREMELCRE LM L REBIEE.
B BE. —F-XELEH, XEIHE. MERTA
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Xt thEL—OEXNEN. REEHTEEARGE.

MEMBL, FERT. RENSERET. B
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(XAMEAE L FE_REN MERSEANERE F
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Lordship’s most humble, most obedient servant 2 B{5U
FRRYFEIEFN Sam. Johnson I &[S in which (3gthat
dream of hope) | once boasted myself with so much
exultation FESUAGM EERNK, MAHA DT, R
BHhETADNAR, XLIEINT XEIEK.
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