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Unit One

Passage 1 How Life Began

To discove how life began archaeologists study fossils. Fos-
sils are the remains or imprints of plants and animals of long ago
that have been preserved in the earth’s crust. The simplest
forms of life appear in the lowest or oldest rocks. Although sci-
entists can calculate that the earth is 4. 6 billion years old, the
oldest rocks that show any trace of life are less than 2 billion
years old. Therefore, about 2. 5 billion years had passed on the
earth when life originated. Since the oldest forms of life were all
sea life, many scientists believe life began in the sea.

We do not know exactly how, but in some miraculous way.,
the right kind of molecules happened to combine in the ocean or
in clay to form a minute organism. All life has probably evolved
from that single original cell, which may have been spmething
like the bacteria of today. This one-celled organism ate, grew,
responded to its surroundings, reproduced itself, and spread
throughout the oceans.

Probably those first tiny organisms were not all alike. Some
were better able to obtain food ro adapt to colder waters. There
stronger cells survived and their characteristics were passed on to

the next generation.
J— ‘l —



The early cells reproduced simply by dividing in two. After
a long time, single cells became attached to one another, and
each cell became specialized ina different function. Gradually or-
ganisms became more and more complex. Today, many living
things are made up of a combination of cells; our bodies are com-
posed of skin cells, blood cells, muscle cells, brain cells, and so
on.

The gradual migration of life from the ocean to the land was
another major step that made many advances possible. Eventual-
ly plants and animals divided into males and females, and possi-
bilities increased for developing new and varied species or types.
To daté, more than 400, 000 species of plants'and 1, 200, 000
species of animals have developed. Gradually, the senses of §ight
and hearing improved in.animals and brains grew and developed.
Finally, intelligence progressed, leading to the development of
human beings.

Vocabulary in context. Circle the letter of the answer that
best. matches the meaning of the under lined word as it is used in

-each of these sentences.
- 1. Efforts are being made to preserve clean air in the cities.

Q. protect B. destroy
2. The factory generate electricity for the entire surrounding

area. .

A. produces B. obtains

3. Numerous species of animals are in danger of. beeoming
extinct.
A. classes B. habitats

4. The evolution in computer technology has accelerated

__2_.



. since 19§0.
A. deveopment: . B. decline .
5. -After the bombing, the city was rebuilt by those who

survived. ,
A, vived B. died
6. It started to rain when the air was saturated with mois-
ture. .
A. filled , B. cleaned
. 7. Galileo discovered, the existence of Juppiter’s moons.
A. presence B. disappearance

8. The camd is adapted to desert life and can go without wa-

ter for long periods.

A. unsuited . B adjusted
9. A butterfly evolves from a caterpillar.
A. escapes B. develops

10. Einstein’s theories have prevailed throughout the twen-

tieth centry.
~A. spreaded - B. dominated

Péssage 2 A Night on Moerland

As I stepped out of the train I felt unusually solitary since 1
;;vas the only passenger to alight. I.was accustomed to arriving in
the summer, when holiday-makers throng coastal resorts, and
this was my first visit when the season was over. My destination
was a little village eight miles distant by the road, but only four
if you took the cliff path over the moor. This I always did, un-

less it was raining; and I left my luggage at the bus office beside
J— 3 —



the railway station, to be conveyed for me on the next bus, so
that I could enjoy my walk unhampered by a suitcase.

It took me only a few minutes to come to the foot of the cliff
path. Half-way up I paused to enjoy the sight of the purple hills
stretching away to my right and to my left the opén sea. When I
reached the'top I had left all signs of habitation behind me. The
moorland turf was springy under my feet, the air was like wine
and T felt rejuvenated and intoxicated with it. Glancing seaward a
minute or two later, I was surprised to notice that the sky was
already aflame with the sunset. The air grew perceptibly cooler
and I began to look forward to the delectable hot meal ‘I should
have when I reached the inn. It seemed to be getting drak amaz-
ingly quickly. I did not think that T had walked unduly slowly
and I was at a lost to account for the exceptionally early end of
daylight, until T recollected that on previous visits I had walked
in high summer and now it was October and the nights were
drawing in. '

All at once it was night. The track was grassy and even in
daylight showed up hardly at all against the moor, so it was dif-
ficult to keep on'it now. If only I had been a smoker with match-
es always to hand, or if my torch had been in my pocket instead
of in the suitcase, I could have walked with more a8surance. As
is was, I was terrified of hurling over the edge of the cliff to the
rocks -below. When I did stray, however, it was towards the
hills. I felt my feet squelching and sticking in something 'soggy.
There was no bog to my knowledge near the track, so I must
have wandered a long way off my course. T extricated myself

with difficulty and very cautiously edged myself towards the
— 4 —



sound of the sea. Then I bumped into a little clump of trees that
suddenly loomed up in front of me. This was providential rest
and shelter until the moon rose. I climbed up the nearest trunk
and managed to find a tolerably comfortable fork in which to sit.
The waiting seemed interminable and was relieved only by my at-
tempts to identify the little stirrrings and noises of animal life
that 1 could hear. I grew colder and colder and managed to sleep
only in uneasy, fitful starts, waking when my position got
cramped. At last,. when the moon came up I discovered that I
was not more than fifty yards from the track and I was soon on

. my way again.
I . Comprehension: Select the best of the four choices A,

B, C, and D.

1. Why did the author feel unusually solitovry? Because

A. He was thg only>passenger on the train
B. he did not know any holiday-makers
C. he was the only visitor to the place then
D. It was his first visit to the place

2. “This 1 always did, unless it was raining. " The author
meant that
A. he always visited the place alone at this time
B. he always left his luggage behind at the bus office

® ) . C. he always walked to the village by the road

D. he always took the cliff path over the moor .

3. When he reached the top of the cliff he could no longer

see
—_5 —
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0 A. the open sea C. the purple hills”

B. any trees D. any houses

- 4. He was at'a loss te account for the exceptionallysearly

* end of day light because . '
A. it was getting dark amazingly quickly
B. he had walked much too slow : EERIRE
C. he did not notice the sunset
D. he forgot-about the season
5. After dark it was difficult to keep on the track because

A. he did not have matches to hand SEE R
B. he had left his torch in his suitcase ,
C. it was grassy and hard to find at night
D. he was afraid of falling down the cliff
6. Frori"x‘t}'l'e?paséége we learn that the author
A. was a complete sranger to the place
B. was quit-gffamiliar with the place
C. seldom t‘favélledp‘during the night
D. often visited the place at this time of year

I. Vocabulary : Complete the sentences, ghoosing a word or

phrase from the list.

not more than -buri:ped into previous grew
exceptionally : assurance  to my knowledge cautiously
pauséd “intoxicated - : S
1. Half-way:up I xg vMoCd\to enjoy the sight of the purple
hills. R
2. The moorland air was like wine and I felt : with

._~6_‘
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“Tha air _ = perceptibly ¢ooler. _g ol

;
. I was at a loss to account for the D ea{lfy end of

daylight. -

1 recollected tilat on ﬁ ?L *3 visits 1 had \}s;;iked in high

summer.

70‘”‘2 l‘/‘,‘t"]‘;‘ere zas no bog near the track.

I { gwﬁ‘zg&( ed myself'towards the sounds of the sea.

8. With.a torch’s ‘1 could have walked with more &3S uve=R

I éw{ﬂ ‘ré"mtle clump of trees that loomed up in front

-9

" of me. " " baw

10. T discovered that I was yod »* fifty yards from the

track:

I . Choose from the list the word or phrase closest in mean-
ing to the underlined part. of the sentence and write it in the
blank.

A. suddenly:  B. except when .- C. get off.

D. remember  E. move forward slowly

F. come in crowds G. at hand H. hit by chance

1. 1 was the only passenger to alight. : & C

2. Holiday-makers throng coastal resorts. L

3. I always took the cliff path unless it was raining.

. : T >
‘4. I recollected that on previous visits ¥ had ‘walked in high
summer.': ; L D
5. All at once it was night. - &
6. If only T had been a smoker with matches always to

hand. - .
_ 7 —




7. 1 bumped into a little clump of trees. Q:j ‘

8. 1 very cautiousy edged myuself towards the sound of the

sea. ~ . . (g
Passage 3 Henry Ford and Américan
~ Automobile World o

Detroit has some of the most beautiful residential neighbor-
hoods in the USA and at the same time some of the most shock-
ing slums. In downtown Detroit there are some fine skyscrapers
and expensive restaurants and stores, and right on the edge of
the downtown area, facing Canada across the busy Detroit Riv-
er, is the waterfront, and its civic center, with parks and a con-
cert hall, home of the renowned Detroit' Symphony Orchestra.
This concert hall, called the Ford Auditorium, is a-reminder that
Detroit owes its rapid growth and;e-tlme prosperity to the au-
tomobile, and above all the Henry Ford. (100)

Henry Ford did not invent the automobile, but he was the
first man to massproduce it, and thus make it available to the or-
dinary man. Many automobiles were being built by hand at the
turn of the century and were much too expensive for all but the
wealthy. In 1903 Henry Ford’s first massproduced Model T cars
cost $850. By the early 1920s he was able to reduce the price to
$ 350. Between 1930 and.1927 Ford manufactured. 15 million
Model T Fords and earned a profit of $ 70 million. In 1927 he
produced his sedan Model A, which was much more comfortable -
than the open, windswept Mode!l T. (209)

Henry Ford was himself a born mechanic and could build a

._8__



