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Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties

The Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties are four groups of
tombs in four provinces of eastern China. The tombs, designed in keeping with
the Chinese principles of geomancy ( fengshui), provide outstanding evidence
of Chinese beliefs and traditions from the 14" century onwards and are
significant examples of architecture and applied arts from that period.
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B ri ef Introduction

The Ming Tombs, which are 50 kilometers to the north of Beijing,
comprised of the mausolea of the thirteen emperors of the Ming Dynasty after
it moved its capital to Beijing. According to the chronological order, the
thirteen tombs are Changling (the mausoleum of Chengzu Zhu Di), Xianling
(the mausoleum of Renzong Zhu Gaozhi), Jingling(the mausoleum of
Xuanzong Zhu Zhanji), Yuling(the mausoleum of Muzong Zhu Qizhen),
Maoling (the mausoleum of Xianzong Zhu Jiansheng), Tailing(the mauso-
leum of Xiaozong Zhu Youtang), Kangling(the mausoleum of Wuzong Zhu
Houzao), Yongling(the mausoleum of Shizong Zhu Houcong), Zhaoling(the
mausoleum of Muzong Zhu Zaigou), Dingling(the mausoleum of Shenzong
Zhu Yijun), Qingling(the mausoleum of Guangzong Zhu Changluo), Deling
(the mausoleum of Xizong Zhu Youxiao), Siling(the mausoleum of Chongzhen
Zhu Youjian). Besides the 13 emperors, there buried 23 empresses, a high-
ranked imperial concubine and tens of palace maids. In addition, there are
seven graves for imperial concubines, one palace eunuch and many other
architectures for the succeeding emperor and empress paying homage at their
ancestor mausolea, like the imperial palaces for their short stays and gardens.
Several defiles were made around the tombs and the military defense works
like city walls and walls for blocking the warring horses were built at ten
natural mountain passes.

The Ming Tombs cover an area of more than 80 square kilometers.The
lofty Yan mountain chains meander from the Northwest and surround the
tombs, forming a natural protective screen. Inside is the alluvium basin, on the
middle part of which the brooklets originating from the mountains meet and
wind to the east. Quite a few splendid architectures with red walls, yellow
bricks and high eaves, hidden in the dense woods, are located at the piedmonts
of the north, east, and west sides. The mausoleum of Chengzu (the posthumous
title for Emperor Zhu Di), Changling, is situated in the middle at the north,
with the rest mausolea standing at its two sides. Making clear differentiations
between the host and guest, the whole arrangement is solemn and harmonious.
Its solemnity and serenity are even more clearly delivered when set off by the
green hills and clear brooklets.

Grandiose in architecture, well integrated and preserved, they are of great
historic, scientific and cultural values. In 1957, the Beijing municipal govern-
ment announced the Ming Tombs as one of the first key ancient cultural relics
under protection in Beijing. In 1961, the State Council announced it as one of
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A Far Sight of Yuling and Maoling

the first national cultural relic under special protection. In July 2003, as an
extension program of the “Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Qing Dynasties ”,
it was listed into World Cultural Heritage Catalogue through the 27" Session
of the UN World Heritage Organization. The Ming Tombs, as part of the
antique Chinese culture, is like a bright pearl inlaid to the north of the capital,
Beijing, and the former holy forbidden areas for imperial mausolea now have
become the world-famous key place of historic interest.
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