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Another Meeting for the Future

In my opening address of the 1st Fiber Art Biennale entitled "From Lausanne to Beijing", I ever said, "What
we are doing now is not merely building up a bridge. That has so far beyond the meaning of abridging such
as "From Lausanne to Beijing". We are laying a cornerstone for the future, that is, construction of the future
and beauty, mutual support and cooperation.” In a two-year time, the 2nd Fiber Art Biennale with the same
title is to be opened in the best season of Beijing soon. In terms of its scale and artistic level, I have to say
that the Biennale has comparatively become larger and better than the previous one. Among Chinese artists
using fiber as their media, "Lausanne” and "Beijing" have both become a signifier of an exchange platform
for professionals internationally. Even in the public media, the place "Lausanne” originally less unknown to
the Chinese in general, has gradually become a significant symbol of fiber art in China with the time going. 1
am aware that a utopian dream kept for the prosperity of fiber art has almost been realized.

Art has no boundary. Both as an ancient and young handicraft, fibers making has provided many
commonalities for artists from across the world using this media as their expression. I have seen that the
progression of contemporary art, science and technology has greatly influenced upon the creativities by
artists using this media. New thoughts have given a new life to this ancient handicraft. Those fiber works
erected as "installation” and "sculpture” have become artists’ new making.

This exhibition is also an indicator that Chinese artists intend to expand their immediate exchange with their
counterparts from other parts of the world. As a country with such a history and tradition, we can never be
happy only with "made in China". In the high wave of China's reform and openness, artists using fibers as
their expression are more complicated in terms of their artistic pursuit and mission. They intend to make a
real transcendence across life and art.

All the aforementioned are worthy of being celebrated. On the occasion of human beings facing a future, it
seems that the thinking resources provided by those artists are of more value, which other disciplines such as
philosophy, politics, economics and religion can not function instead, therefore, history will remember the
significance of our meeting again today.

My gratefulness will be extended to all the artists present from home and abroad.

by Wang Mingzhi

Vice President, Tsinghua University

President/Professor, Academy of Art & Design, Tsinghua University
Beijing 28th October 2002
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