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Road to the Economic Cooperation
in the East Asia

WU Ninggeng
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Abstract: In recent 20 or 30 years, the economic cooperation in the
East Asia has gone through three stages. In the aftermath of the East
Asian Financial Crisis, this region has fastened its pace in pushing for-
ward negotiating and entering into the Free Trade Area (FTA). The
signing of the Framework of the Agreement by 10 Plus China has
brought the cooperation in the North Asia into a new stage. Due to the
specific situation in the North Asia, its road to regional economic inte-
gration will not follow the Euro-American pattern, and it will have its
own characteristics. This means that the road will not be the pattern of
Euro-America’s diffusion outward from the center. On the contrary, it
will be a pattern of scattering first and assembling later. In such circum-
stances, the development of the cooperation in the North Asia will only
be obtained on the foundation of the ASEAN as the leading role and the

cooperation of Korea, Japan and China.
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