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MEREE A

THOR AND THE GIANTS

North European Myth
Adapted by Wang Pu
Translated by Zhong Chen
Illustrated by Hou Bin
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(1) FEHIIREIBAMZRXRT KT, BHEF EOEBRKHH.
The God of Thunder, Thor, was the son of Odin, the father of
‘the North European gods. He was the most powerful god in the world.
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(2) MRE=ZHEN: —RBROIER, FEHERNT; 2 UF LE
MFE, ST, -

Thor had three treasures. One was his magic belt with which he
could double his strength. The second was his iron gloves which could
bestow great strength on him.
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(3) HB=MR— m%&%%@@@%%ﬁ@ @%mbﬁ@ﬁ@%ﬁk
— KB EAMEFILE AR RER.
The third was a large hammer which would return by itself like a
“boomierang. With this hammer, he beat many of his enemles, in-
cluding frost giants and wild mountain giants.

@) —K, REMNER—-EBEE, —MBRFINER B FERRMNEER
H. AMEMIREMAERM, METARE.

Once the gods wanted to build a castle. An architect claimed he
could construct the fortress. His conditions for accepting the job were
that, upon its completion, he would be given the sun, the moon,
and the Goddess of Beauty Freya.
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(5) MR IEMb— A—DELXRAEL, BUAHHRH. BIITE
DR THEETLT.

The gods made the condition that he must finish the job in one win-
ter and that it must be done with only the aid of a horse. If he failed to
meet the terms, he would forfeit everything. Then the architect started
work with the help of the horse. '

(6) BT AEM N, —KEKBEZAER. M, BEEAIEMRR
B, RMALERLT. o

- The architect’s horse was magically strong and could carry many
stones at one time. When it became evident that the construction of the
castle would be finished soon, the gods became quite worried.
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(7) ERIHERE—
M= L. '
When it appeared that the project would be finished on the last
day, Loki, the God of Fire, used a trick to make the architect’s
horse run away; therefore, the builder failed to finish the job on time.

®) BEM—22TF, K TINENSY. B RNk E
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The architect, \seeing that he would fail, resumed his original

shape. In reality he was a frost giant who wanted to cheat the gods. -
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(9) F I8 8 M ot A0 BB O WA DK AT TR,

The gods immediately called Thor who was out on a punitive expe-
dition to come back to deal with the devil.
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(10) WI/RBENEE, ENERSE, —MRILKTEE ANRSITHEnNRE.
Upon hearing the news, Thor immediately returned and crushed
the giant’s head with one blow of his hammer.



(1) HAALRE, WI/REKKEER THRREAZ ERFBHRF D, i
B T AFEBI AL T,

Shortly thereafter, however, Thor’s hammer was stolen by
Thrym, the king of the frost giants. He buried the hammer under a
large rock in Jotunheim.
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(12) WIRIRBEATERE, HEMNGRE: RBEEXH R TERES
. HRRASE K,
Thor sent Loki fo recover the hammer, but Thrym said that he
would not return it unless he could marry Freya, the Goddess of Beau-
ty.
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(13) FREWEXMHE, TRT. BB bR ERAERAKE
BEAZE.
Upon hearing this news, Freya was horrified. She was unwilling
" to marry the king of the frost giants.
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(14) B, WEBL— BTNk, BEN THABHE
K.

Knitting his brows, Loki came up with a plan to comply with
Thrym's request.
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(15) S\ R, HAMEEAEFRR. THRR—ERECT ARA,
—ktk, T =M. |

On the wedding day, Thrym held a great banquet to honor the
bride. To his surprise, the bride ate eight fish, a cow, and drank three
casks of honey wine.
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(16) HFIMA solge, WHN EA@RRE: “HIRBEERAE, BRE
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Thrym felt a fittle surprised, but Loki quickly explained, “The
bride has longed to see you so much that in her haste to come to meet

you, she has not eaten for eight days.”
___9__
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(17) WEMEFTIHETHT EASMBHEER, S a AEKE
2k, BEFBRMYEL,

Loki’s story relieved Thrym’s mind so he ordered his subjects to
bring in the hammer and put it on the bride’s knees.

(18) Xif, FWRMRUTEE, BEAE, EHFABAbHNEKSESE
FIFET. SRR, SERURIIREE. |

As soon as he did, the bride suddenly removed her bridal veil,
picked up the hammer, and killed Thrym and his guests. The bride was
actually Thor.
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(19) BEARX, WIRHETHAOIARIRE fgEER, BESS
FMEEAEHF.

Soon after that, Thor and his servant, Thailfi, accompanied
by Loki, took ajourney to Utgard, the giants’ kingdom.
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(20) —REE8E, MME—RHRABER—EXTE, BETRIR.

One evening as they journeyed, they found a large hall in a forest
and stopped to spend the night.




(21) ¥WESy, BERTRARDER, WRTICHERNAEE, B

HITHE, FRREKHT,
At midnight the whole house began to shake suddenly. Thor hur-
and they ran out of the hall to find a

riedly woke up his two partners,

safe place.
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(22) fITRBI—NFXTHENGR, EET#E. WRZVH R
M SR, EFEKEE IO,

They found a room linked to the large hall and entered it. Hearing
suddenly another terrible sound, Thor took his hammer jn his hand

and went to guard the door.
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After daybreak Thor awoke to find a giant sleeping nearby. The

terrible sound in the night was the giant’s snoring.
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Thor did not dare to attack the giant with his hammer. So he wait-
ed until the giant woke up. Thor then hurriedly went up to him and
greeted him.
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The giant turned out to be, Skrymir from the giants’ kingdom. It
happened that the hall in which Thor and his partners spent the night
was one of the giant’s gloves.
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(26) EANBAUIRMIIOER, #: “RIEG0E SEmMER, HEil—
[ "UIREIE T .

Knowing of Thor’s intention, the giant said, “I, too, am going
to Utgard. Let’s go together.” This suited Thor and his companions so
they agreed.
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