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Chapter one
Exploring Twenty-Fifst—Century World Politics:

Trend and Transformation

I. THE INVESTIGATIVE CHALLENGE

How can we best understand the political convulsions in the world that
confront us almost daily? How can we anticipate their future significance? And
how can we understand the factors and forces that most influence them? On the
eve of the twenty-first century, we are being engulfed in futurist talk. We are
forced to use-unfamiliar language;“new century”, “new millennium”, “new
world”—and to speculate, “what will the new world be like?” Will it be different?
As global conditions change, will the human victims and beneficiaries change
in the process? Or will the patterns of the past endure? .

How can we visualize our probable human destiny and see beyond the
confines of our immediate time? For beginners, it is important to appreciate the
interaction of previous ideas and events with current realities. As philosopher
George Santayana cautioned, “Those who cannot remembér the past are
condemned to repeat it.” Similarly, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill
advised, “The farther backward you look, the farther forward you are likely to
see.” Thus, to understand the dramatic changes in world politics today and to
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predict how they will shape the future, we will view them in the context of a
long-term perspective that examines how the international political system—
the patterns of interaction among world political actors—has changed and how
some of its fundamental characteristics have resisted change. What do evolving
diplomatic practices suggest about the current state of world politics? Are the
dramatic changes. that often have recently sent shock waves throughout the
world clearing the way for a truly new twenty-first century world order? Or
will these dramatic developments ultimately prove temporary, mere spikes on
the seismograph of history?

We invite you to explore these questions with us. To begin our search, we
introduce three concepts that can help us orient our effort.

Continuity, Change, and Cycles in World Politics

Every historical period is marked to some extent by change. Now, however,
the pace of change seems more rapid and its consequences more profound than
ever. To many observers, the cascade of events on the eve of the twenty-first
century implies a revolutionary restructuring of world politics. Numerous
integrative trends point to that possibility. The countries of the world are drawing
closer together in communications, ideas, and trade, as the integration of national
economies has produced a globalized market, forming interdependent bonds
between countries and cultures. Globalization is changing the way the world
works. Likewise, disintegrative trends are shaking the globe and restructuring
the way it operates. The end of stability imposed by the bipolar distribution of
power between the United States and the Soviet Union and their respective
allies, the proliferation of conventional and unconventional weapons, global-
environmental deterioration, and the resurgence of nationalism and ethnic
conflict all portend a restructuring marked by disorder. The opposing forces of
integration and disintegration point toward a transformation in world politics
as extensive and important as the system-disrupting convulsions following World
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