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Abstract

The epoch of the Xia and Shang dynasties belongs to the
slave society in the ancient history of China.In the stage, capi-
tal system was gradually taking shape with the state and capital
emerging. We have discovered by studying that some cities in
the time of the Xia Dynasty are characterized by capital, they
are: Yangdi (today’ s Yuzhou in Henan), Zhenxun ( today’ s
Yanshi in Henan), Shanggqiu ( today ’ s Puyang in Henan),
Zhenguan (today ’ s bordering place between Shandong and
Henan) , Yuan (today’ s Jiyuan in Henan), Laogiu ( within to-
day’s Kaifeng in Henan) , Xihe (the place from today’s west
Luoyang to today’ s east Huayin in Shaanxi), among which
Shanggqiu and Zhenguan were temporary capitals . There are cap-
itals in the Shang Dynasty such as Bo, Ao(northwestem suburb
of today’ s Zhengzhou, or some place between Shandong and
east Henan) , Xiang (the north of today’ s Henan), Xing(Bi ,
Geng, today’ s Xingtai in Hebei) ,.Yan(today’s Qufu in Shan-
dong) , Yin and so on. There are some archaeological sites such
as Erlitou site(Zhenxun) , Zhengzhou Shang city site(Bo) , Yan-
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shi Shang city site (West Bo) , Huanbei Shang city site (Xi-
ang) , Yin Ruins of Anyang(Yin)etc. , which are all character-
ized by capital .

In the establishment of capital, both single capital system
and multicapital system were being practised during the era of
the Xia and Shang dynasties. The era took the system of the
chief capital and auxiliary capital as the core of the capital sys-
tem. For the sake of the vast territory and the inconvenient traf-
fic, the Xia Dynasty and the Shang Dynasty, which established
a chief capital, and, in addition, one or some assistant centers
for political and military purposes within the domain of the em-
pires.Thé system of the chief and auxiliary capital appearing in
the time of King Xia Yu, took shape in the time of King Din-
ing,and existed in the era of the Xia and Shang dynasties for a
long time. On the basis of the system of the chief and auxiliary
capitals, the chief capital was generally settled without changes
or with few changes, while the auxiliary capital was established
when necessary and moved frequently according to the political
and military needs. Concretely speaking, the Xia Dynasty took
Zhenxun as the chief capital from King Taikang to King Jie and
set up Yuan, Laogiu, Xihe as auxiliary capitals after King Din-
ing. The Shang Dynasty took Zhengzhou Shang city as the chief
capital in the early days while establishing some assistant capi-
tals such as Yanshi Shang city, Ao, Xiang, Xing, Yan, etc. In
the late Shang Dynasty, Yin was taken as a main capital with
Zhaoge practically featured as an assistant capital . There was no
phenomenon of frequent capital moving under one capital sys-
tem during the time of the Xia and Shang dynasties, as there



were no reasons about that. Meanwhile, some relative archaeo-
logical data have also proved the long existence of capitals dur-
ing the Xia and Shang dynasties. That is to say, the era of the
Xia and Shang dynasties was characterized by the relative sta-
bility of the chief capitals and the relatively frequent movement
of the assistant capitals. It” s imperative to point out that King
Pangeng moved to Yin land from Zhengzhou rather than from
Yan or Geng(Xing) . The reason for King Pangeng’ s movement
to Yin land was related to the deterioration of the ecological en-
vironment around Zhengzhou, caused by the frequent floods at
that time.

The system of the royal detached palace performed in an-
cient China was in the initial stage in the Xia Dynasty. The sys-
tem was formally taking shape in the early Shang Dynasty. The
most famous detached palace lay in Tong, located not far from
the eastern area of West Bo. There appeared a prosperity of the
royal detached palaces in the late Shang Dynasty. From King
Wuding on, Meiyi (Zhaoge) had been settled as a royal de-
tached palace, which was not evolved into an assistant capital
until the later King Zhou reign. The detached palaces were not
only applied to the entertainment of Kings of the Xia and Shang
dynasties, but also used as the royal accommodations when they
went out hunting, and were also considered as the resorts for
political activities outside the capitals.

The people in the Xia and Shang dynasties had the inten-
tion of building capitals by selecting the best location. Estab-
lishing capitals followed the principles below: the system with
the chief capitals in the middle of the domain and auxiliary
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capitals in the sides of the domain, the location for setting up
the capital having favourable ecological environment, the geo-
graphical features and conditions fitting the living of residents
and the urban development. The cities in the Xia and Shang
dynasties mostly locaied on or near the banks of rivers and
lakes, having favourable conditions of both water resources and
water traffic.

The two capital military defence systems such as the city
walls system and the defending by four sides system were per-
formed in the era of the Xia and Shang dynasties. The former
such as Zhengzhou Shang city, Yanshi Shang city, mainly had
large-scale walls as the capital’ s defence facilities. The latter
such as Erlitou site, Anyang Yin ruins, weakened the military
defence of the capital area, with no large-scale city walls built.
The capital area’s safety was guaranteed mainly by strengthen-
ing the military defence of the bordering area. The city walls
‘system was always applied when an old dynasty was replaced by
a new one, or when the society was in chaos, or when the dy-
nasty was declining, embodying such architectural thoughts as
“ constructing inner city walls to defend kings, building outer
city walls to defend the people”. The defending by four sides
system was generally applied when the state was peaceful and
powerful . Furthermore,, several principles were followed in con-
structing capitals with city walls: 1) constructing palace, palace
city or inner city walls first, then outer city walls behind resi-
dencies in subsequent order,2) constructing multidefence facil-
jties by combining palace walls, inner city walls, outer city
walls, ditches for city defending, natural rivers and lakes, 3)



suiting the measures to local conditions for city walls construc-
tion.

In planning the layout, at least several systems were fol-
lowed: 1) Temple, court and handicraft manufactory must be es-
tablished.2) Set up an axis in the capital and the court divi-
sion.3) The court zone must be in the middle of the capital .4)
Seperate the court zone from the citizen zone.5) The audience
hall must be in the front (south) and the royal bedrooms in the
back(north) of the court.6) Set up a garden with a pool in the
court.7) The imperial mausoleum division must be located in
the direction of the northwest outside the capital.

The capital system of the Xia and Shang dynasties had
more effect on the bordering states which imitated the captial
system of the Xia and Shang dynasties to build capitals and the
military defence as well as the layout planning, etc.The capital
system of the Xia and Shang dynasties deeply influenced the
subsequent dynasties. It is apparent that the subsequent dynas-
ties were greatly influenced by the system of the chief capital
and the auxiliary capital, for most of the subsequent dynasties
practised this system. On the other hand, the subsequent dynas-
ties were influenced to some degree by the royal detached
palace system, capital location system, military defence system,
capital planning and layout system in the Xia and Shang dynas-

ties.
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