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Abstract

Abstract

Apart from introduction, this book contains 14 units of 850, 000 words. The
authors intend to give a rough and respective exploration of the main fields of culture
in a broad sense concerning philosophy, religion, folk customs, literature, draw-
ing and callgraphy, opera, education, science and technology, chinese characters,
the press and publishing, libraries and museums, metals and stone tablets, local
records, relics and famous ancient capitals and elaborate the splendid accomplish-
ments of rich and long-developed Henan civilization from a historic and materialist
point of view. Thus, the book tells us that as Henan Province lies in Central China
and takes much advantage of location and climate, it not only created Peiligang civi-
lization 8, 000 years ago and Yangshao civilization 5, 000 years ago, but also set
up some capitals of most dynasties and became the political and economic center of
the country.

As a result, an ancient Henan culture came into being, which is more devel-
oped than that of the surrounding districts, almost keeping its pace of developement
with the whole country. Even in the time from Yuan Dynasty trom to Ching Dy-
nasty, when the center of culture was transferred to other provinces, the rules and
laws regulating the affairs of state could still find their origin and new starting point
in the history of Henan culture in Song Dynasty. Therefore, before 11% century,
Henan civilization was in the lead in China, even in the world and can be regarded
as a symbol or miniature of Chinese civilization, the glory and pride of Henan peo-
ple. To spread and inherit the civilization by combing ancient Henan culture we find
features and laws of its developement, so that we can find out the essence beneficial
to us to promote economic development, to adiminister the country by moral in-
tegrity and recreate splendidness of Henan province.

This book is written in smooth way with substantial and informative content,
sufficient and accurate data. It suits both the refined and popular people and may
serve as a good teacher and helpful friend for the reading public so as to improve

themselves in humanistic self-education.
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