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A word from FIFA

Football is truly the world”s game. It is played in every country of every
continent, by men and women, boys and girls. It is played in narrow streets,
in muddy fields and in packed stadiums on grass, concrete, earth and sand.
Standards of play are constantly improving, as smaller nations slowly but
surely start to catch up with the established powerhouses. Football is reach-
ing more and more people around the world, by the printed word, the pho-

tograph and through the radio, Internet and television screen.

This is the game as we know it today.

However, as FIFA marks its first century of existence this year, it is impor-
tant that we also look back on the history of the game and the wonderful
and emotional road that has brought us to where our sport is today. This is
why I am delighted that the Chinese Football Association (CFA) has decided
to publish this terrific book on ancient Chinese football — the CU JU - in
conjunction with the Asian Cup China 2004 and in honour of the FIFA
Centennial.

The year 2004 is a particularly special year for all of us — in addition to FI-
FA’s centenmial celebrations, our friends and colleagues at both the Asian

Football Confederation (AFC) and the European Football Union (UEFA)

th
are commemorating their 50 anniversaries as well. However, not only are

FIFA" s member associations, confederations, partners and friends experienc-




ing the joy of this celebratory year, but each and every one of the nearly

one billion people directly or indirectly involved in the beautiful game too!

On behalf of the worldwide family of football, I wish to thank CFA Presi-
dent Weimin Yuan and all his staff for this wonderful historical publication
— it will no doubt be a great success and thoroughly enjoyed by anyone

with a love of the beautiful game.

FIFA is grateful for your efforts promoting the beautiful game —~ past, present
and future.

Cdal

Joseph S. Blatter
FIFA President
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