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FOREWORD

By the Most Reverend Desmond M. Tutu
Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town
1984 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate

There seems to be no end to the depths to which our inhumanity towards other human
beings will sink. I don't believe history repeats itself, as some would say. But I do believe
there is a flaw in human nature that, if allowed full rein, leads to suspicion, alienation, vic-
timization, and finally even genocide — the “final solution.”

The basis of this human flaw is an inordinate concentration on those biological, physi-
cal, and cultural differences which make us who we are, the subverting of the very person-
hood of others into something worthless and alien, and therefore to be feared. Fear of the
other is at the root of ethnic conflict. All too frequently this weakness of human nature sur-
faces and wreaks havoc on the perpetrators of such inhumanity as it does on their victims.

In South Africa under apartheid we knew the humiliation of being thought of as less
than fully human, second-class citizens without rights who could be uprooted from our
homes in the name of ethnic order and purity. We endured a regime of injustice and oppres-
sion which mercifully fell short of the “final solution.”

To sweep under the carpet the atrocities which occurred in Nanking in 1937-38 and
turn a blind eye to the truth is at best a gross disservice to future generations and at worst to
be criminally negligent and irresponsible. A record such as this book is an essential part of
our history. However terrible, we must not be sheltered from the evils of our past. If we
attempt to forget and try to believe that human nature is good all of the time we will bitterly
regret our amnesia, for our past will come to haunt us. We know that while created inher-
ently good, any one of us can fall to depths of evil we might never believe possible. It is part

of the way we are and why it is so necessary to constantly be alert to our failings

It is necessary to know the truth of what happened in Nanking in order that the perpe-
trators might accept their wrongdoing and seek reconciliation. We can only forgive what we
know and reconciliation is impossible without forgiveness. We are discovering this in South
Africa. President Mandela has set up a Truth and Reconciliation Commission whose purpose
is to promote national unity and reconciliation. Itis required to investigate past violations
against human rights, irrespective of who in our society may have committed wrongdoing,
The Commission has the power to grant amnesty to those who are guilty and to provide a
means of symbolic restitution to the victims. It will seek the truth and in doing so hopes to
bring about authentic reconciliation and peace in our country.

[ am pleased o be associated with this book, however graphic of the horrors of that
dreadful time, as 1 believe it to be an instrument of reconciliation. It is a step on the road

to a better world.
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FACE THE HISTORICAL FACTS SQUARELY

Itis,by now .common knowledge that during World War I ,both Nazi Germany and militarist Japan committed heinous
war crimes by slaughtering countless innocent people.Such brutalities comprise an indelible and shameful page in the history
of humankind.In Europe,the Jews were the ethnic group almost totally decimated by Nazi tyranny,while in Asia,the ones who
suffered most at the hands of the savage Japanese militarists were probably the Chinese.

More than half a century has passed since the world has experienced such an age of terror.The post-war German govern-
ment has already openly apologized to the Jewish people for the brutal acts committed by the Nazi regime.People all over the
world have expressed their sympathy for Holocaust victims in various ways such as erecting monuments,declaring memorial
days,and constructing museums to commemorate the atrocities.Even though the precious lives of those who died can never be
restored,perhaps their souls may better rest in peace now.

In contrast,however,no such acts of contrition or commemoration have yet been performed for the Chinese who were
murdered by Japanese militarists(especially during the Nanking Massacre).During the Cold War era,Western countries were
too concerned with courting the Japanese government’s alliance to risk alienating it by demanding a formal apology to China
for the war crimes committed by the militarist regime.Westerners also failed to publicly express their condolences to Chinese
victims simply because China was a communist country.For these reasons,to this day,the Japanese government has yet to
submit a formal apology to the Chinese government and people.To make matters worse,some senior Japanese officials have,in
the past,sought wilfully to deny the atrocities committed by the Japanese army in the Nanking Massacre.

History is the truthful record of the past.It should be written with objectivity and based on facts.No historian or politician
should be allowed to subjectively invent.change or distort historical facts.Guided by a strong sense of professional ethics,the
historian has the responsibility to stand up and face the facts,not to conceal or distort them.

There have been people who,impelled by such admirable intentions,have contributed to the preservation and publication
of important materials that form a documentary record of the holocaust that was the Nanking Massacre.These materials
include John Magee’s “John Magee’s Documentary Footage of the Massacre in Nanking,China,1937-1938”,Christine Choy
and Nancy Tong’s “ Remembering the Nanking Massacre : ‘In the Name of the Emperor’ ” and Iris Chang’s “The Rape of
Nanking the Forgotten Holocaust of World War II”.

Based on live footage and the personal accounts of participants and victims,these works have successfully provided
posterity with well-organized,visually compelling and readable accounts of Japan’s wartime atrocities committed against
civilians.Unfortunately,because the authors and filmmakers are not professional historians,the works lack explanatory power
and,on occasion,unwittingly neglect to put some of the facts in an historically-accurate context,thus allowing skeptics the
chance to raise doubts about the credibility of the event.

The Rape of Nanking: An Undeniable History in Photographs is,however,a major historical work,The author not only
draws heavily from primary sources of all kinds,but also builds upon the references of previous works.The evidence gathered
from these sources is treated with great objectivity and is analyzed critically,providing us with compelling documentation of
what really happened,and leaving no room for the possibility of denying the historical existence of the Massacre.

In retrospect,during China’s War of Resistance against Japan,both Hong Kong and Macau,thanks to their neutral position
in international politics,were able to maintain an uninterrupted dialogue with the international community.As a result,both
cities were able to serve as important bastions in the fight against Japan,cultivating a culture of resistance to Japanese
aggression,boosting the morale of all Chinese,and thus making a positive contribution to the nation’s struggle for survival.

In the years to come,Hong Kong and Macau can continue to play this intermediate role of galvanizing Chinese people
‘both in China and abroad,to pressure the Japanese govenment to formally apologize to the Chinese people for the atrocities
committed in the Nanking Massacre. In the vital process of demanding justice for their compatriot victims,the Chinese of

Hong Kong and Macau must shoulder this responsibility.I myself will do my best to contribute to achieving this aim.
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PREFACE

By Ying-shih Y, Professor of History
Princeton University

A major work on modern Chinese history, this
book provides vivid and accurate documentation of
one of Japan’s worst aggressions against China.

I should begin by summarizing the historical value
of the work. Rather than a compilation using cut-and-
paste technique, it is a solid and original study that
maintains all the important standards of modern histo-
riography: First, the work draws its main narrative
from primary sources, including archives in Germany,
Japan, and the United States, as well as journalistic
reports, records of the International Military Tribunal
for the Far East, and the recollections of survivors of
the Nanking massacre; second, it incorporates a large
number of references from other works about the Rape
of Nanking; third, the skill of the authors and editors
is reflected in two major areas:

1) significant topics have been condensed from an
ocean of historical materials into nine in-depth chap-
ters, making this complex historical tragedy easily
comprehended by readers;

2) the entire narrative is built on solid evidence that

is treated objectively, and rendered in fluent English
and Chinese. The authors and editors have broken
new ground in many areas. Through careful calcula-
tion of time and duration, they determine that Iwane
Matsui was wrongly accused of being the Butcher of
Nanking and sentenced to death by hanging. The real
criminal, they demonstrate, was Prince ASAKA,
Emperor HIROHITOS uncle. In another crucial area,
where the number of persons killed in Nanking has
been controversial for half a century, this work puts an
end to the debate: to prove that the number was no
less than 369,366, for the first time burial records and
Nanking census figures from before and after the mas-
sacre are brought to bear on this controversy.

The significance of these two points cannot be over-
estimated in the study of the history of Japanese
aggression. With its more than 400 valuable historical
photographs, The Rape of Nanking: An Undeniable
History in Photographs also constitutes an important
reference for future historians on this subject.

continued on next page

5

e AT IECA B 5 B 4%

(AR — BERBRPEREE) —HH
iz » [5 AT B o = A SRR AT T — A Tl A T
skt > SRR R B SR B IR BRI ©

TR S AT A o SRR — R 2R /A o Al
Wi AR “BYAE” R IR A > EWE RS
T B SREA EERA o ESE R M RIS —F
RS Ok » HLrp A SE R ~ FEEE ~ H AR - 4
AT A H 52 o 5 B i #R SR R
FHUFOG » LI i e A S o AR AT
FER LSRR th » 2225 T KA A I e R A S S
3 o

11 2 O 5 1 S A 12 HH g 2 < A RER
ik Fr s ek ik g L T R AR - 43 U T R
17 VS O BT 5 it AR AT L3R > L — o MY
BHFsE Rt T AE A AR L o T EAT XY R
15 > LI o

EH A AR 5 EL 1 B s S SRA PR et -
A4 R bt 30 45 A O 2R o S R BB -0 i St
BHSE— A EIRER T

B— > SEE A R HE > AETEE T R
UK T HE HA K B AU R &S > A
&M BRIETH RA H AR © 25 — > RHFARE s K B FHY
AW > —ARE Tk o BWAEART — AR IR &R
b > — T AR AR RA 1 R A B e TR S
YRS - TS R T TR M FRA TSR © S

]ﬁL‘gHIL)\n‘ELJ)E/tT(’(HJJ o 35 ARG R IRAE B AL e

TRATE AN o FIEABA{EE—EAMNE
%fﬂt,@;r) R ob1 B F (Y ~ SCIRAE B0 RS R F > M
L 35 A 5 B AR AL T 2V AT JRHUARER ©

ot BT E AR AR AR st —E AR A AR

AERRTT AR RS o “PNEE” EARRHER AEBCERK
(RTH)




xii

PREFACE continued

For nearly a hundred years, China’s history has
been a history of frustration and suffering from both
internal turmoil created by the Chinese themselves and
external aggressions launched by foreign powers.
These disasters from within and without were inextri-
cably linked as cause and result — the chicken and the
egg of the familiar conundrum. Nevertheless, it is obvi-
ous that the Japanese aggressions against China played
a decisive role in changing China’s destiny.

As early as the 1890s, in the initial period of China’s
modernization, Japan mounted its first invasion — the
Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95, which completely
destroyed the foundation of China’s development as a
modern society.

In the 1930s, at a crucial time when China had
started once again to industrialize, Japan, driven by its
militarism, launched a full-scale invasion — the
“Manchuria Incident” in 1931, followed by the “Marco
Polo Incident” in 1937, followed by all-out war and
occupation. Once again, China lost its opportunity to
transform itself into a modern and democratic society.
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For more than fifty years after the war, the Japanese
public, and especially its intellectuals, have been
expressing regret and remorse for what their govern-
ment did to China during the war. But a coalition of
conservative parties, bureaucrats, and business leaders
has lacked the courage to admit Japanese war crimes,
or to publicly apologize for Japans wrongdoing against
her neighbors.

“Japan must apologize for its aggression and offer
compensation,” wrote Nobel Literature Prize winner
Kenzaburo OE in a New York Times Magazine article
titled “Denying History Disables Japan” (July 2, 1995).
“Without that rehabilitation we shall never be able to
eradicate the ambivalence in our attitude toward our
neighbors.” Here OE fathoms a profound point.

The Chinese have a tendency to forget their past.
May this book awaken their painful memories, and
also arouse the collective conscience and historical
memory of the citizens of Japan.
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INTRODUCTION

 ix million European Jews died in Nazi extermination camps,
g and millions of others in Europe, the Soviet Union, and North
.’ Africa—both soldiers and civilians — lost their lives. In Asia
and the Pacific, the slaughter was similarly catastrophic. Millions of
Filipinos, Koreans, Malaysians, and others perished. Germany and
Japan, the perpetrators and losers of the war, have their own griev-
ances — the firebombings of Dresden and Tokyo, the nuclear attacks
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Yet the literature of remembrance is
unevenly distributed. There are thousands of books, museum
exhibits, and documentary and feature films about the Holocaust and
Hiroshima, because of the determination of the survivors never to let
the world forget.

But in the half century since the war, relatively little has been
published in the West about the Japanese occupation of China, dur-
ing which an estimated 30 million Chinese were killed. Before the
first edition of this book was published in 1996, virtually nothing
was in print about the Rape of Nanking, the 1937 massacre in
which invading Japanese troops murdered more than 360,000
Chinese in what was then Chinas capital city. And to this day the
bloody history of Japanese militarism in China and elsewhere has
been systematically denied or distorted by the Japanese govern-
ment. It is time to set the historical record in a form that cannot
be denied

At noon on August 15, 1945, the announcement of Japan’s sur-
render was broadcast by Emperor HiroHITO himself over the micro-
phone of NHK, the Japanese national network. The radio broadcast,
the first ever made by an Emperor of Japan to his people, officially
ended the war in the Pacific which, for most of the Western world,
had started when the Japanese Navy attacked Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941. For China and the Chinese people, however, the
war had begun ten years earlier.

In September 1931, an “Incident” in Manchuria (northeast
China) was instigated by Japanese Army officers who wanted to
wage a war of conquest. By the end of 1931, the Japanese had occu-
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pied the whole of Manchuria, overriding the opposition of cabinet
members in Tokyo and thus shaping the destiny of the nation.

On January 28, 1932, Japanese operatives near Shanghai staged
an incident involving a street fight between five Japanese monks and
Chinese factory workers. The incident triggered the first battle of
Shanghai.

On January 1, 1933, Japanese invaders began attacking garrisons
along the Great Wall. The Chinese Army fought back. Fighting
stalled with heavy casualties on both sides, and ended with China
giving up the garrisons.

From May to December 1935, Japan engaged in a subtle con-
spiracy in northern China, with the threat of military force always in
the background,. Staged “incidents” led to numerous China-Japan
negotiations which always turned into piecemeal surrender of
Chinas sovereignty to Japan. Thus, the Chahaer Agreement signed
on 27 June 1935 under duress gave Japan total control of Chahaer
Province. The He'mei Agreement signed on 6 July 1935 under duress
gave Japan power over the military, police, and judiciary in Hebei
Province, including the city of Beijing (Peking). Local puppet gov-
ernments under Japanese control in northern China were formed,
making de facto Japanese territories of those regions.

On August 7, 1936, the Japanese army and Japanese-controlled
puppet forces attacked key townships in Suiyuan, China.

On July 7, 1937, claiming to be searching for a missing soldier,
the Japanese Army attacked the Marco Polo Bridge, a key access to
Beijing. This “Triple Seven Incident,” as it became known, was the
beginning of an all-out invasion of northern China.

On August 13, 1937, another staged incident at Shanghai Hong
Qiao (Hong Ch'iao) Airport led to a Japanese invasion of Shanghai.
On November 12, Shanghai was captured and the Japanese marched
toward Nanking (Nanjing), then the capital of China, about 150
miles west of Shanghai.

On December 13, the city of Nanking fell to the Japanese. From

continued on page xv
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