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Chapter 1 The Three Presents
of D’ Artagnan the Elder

On the first Monday of the April of 1625, young
D’ Artagnan entered the town of Meung. He was on his
way to Paris to seek his fortunes.

Before setting off on his journey, young D’ Artag-
nan had received three gifts from his father, consisting
of fifteen crowns, an old, ugly horse, and a letter for
Mr. de Treville — his father’ s former neighbor, and
now the captain of the king’ s Musketeers. Besides,
the words which had accompanied these presents were
above all price.

“My son,” said the old gentleman, “it is by his
courage, remember, by his courage alone, that a gen-
tleman can make his way nowadays. Whoever hesitates
for a second perhaps allows the chance to escape.
Never fear quarrels, but seek adventures.”

Leaving his father’s room, the young man found

his sobbing mother. She was waiting for him with a
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recipe, which was said to be able to cure all wounds
that did not reach the heart.

Riding on his old and ugly steed produced an un-
favorable feeling in young D’ Artagnan. The sight of
the poor pony excited numerous smiles on the faces of
passers-by; but as they caught sight of the ferocious®
eye of the rider and the long sword beside the pony,
these passers-by repressed their smile. D’ Artagnan,
then, remained majestic@ till he got to an inn in the
town of Meung.

As he jumped off from his horse at the gate of the
inn, D’ Artagnan spied, through an open window on
the ground floor, a gentleman of strong build talking
with two persons who appeared to listen to him with re-
spect. They every moment burst into fits of laughter.
D’ Artagnan fancied quite naturally that he must be the
object of their conversation, and listened. The gentle-
man was making his remarks on D’ Artagnan’ s horse.
His audience laughed loudly. D’ Artagnan was really
insulted. He pulled his cap down over his eyes, and
advanced with one hand on the hilt of his sword.

“Isay, sir,” he cried angrily, “you sir, who are

@  ferocious: XIIR K,
@ majestic: B
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hiding yourself behind that shutter - yes, you, tell me
what you are laughing at, and we will laugh together!”

The gentleman raised his eyes slowly from the
horse and looked at D’ Artagnan with a slight smile.
He replied with an accent of irony.

“I was not speaking to you, sir.”

“But I am speaking to you!”

The stranger, still smiling, came out of the inn
with a slow step, and placed himself before the horse.
He continued his ironical remarks.

D’ Artagnan, mad with anger, drew his sword out
of the scabbard. The stranger, seeing that the matter
went beyond raillery®, drew his sword, and seriously
placed himself on guard. But at the same moment, his
two men in the inn, accompanied by the host, fell on
D’ Artagnan with sticks, shovels and tongs. Soon D’
Artagnan dropped his sword, which was broken in two
pieces by the blow of a stick. Another blow full upon
his forehead at the same moment brought him to the
ground, covered with blood and fainting.

At this moment people came flocking to the scene
of action from all sides. The host, fearful of conse-

quences, with the help of his servants carried the
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