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The History and Existence of his Linguistic World

"Beauty Hill" is a work that uses contemporary China
as a backdrop, narrates a person's fortune, and refracts the
changes in Chinese society that have taken place in the last
40 years. The author in picks up typical cases and people's
behaviour, and the stylised environment and background,
like the famine period, the movements of the Cultural Revo-
lution, the dance halls of the eighties and the anti-corrup-
tion of the nineties, etc, all are given meaning. So, to talk of
the meaning of the title, "Beauty" in the language of Chi-

‘nese culture symbolizes the nobleness. We can trace this
Chinese intellectual tradition far back to Qu Yuan®, who
used beauty and herbs to make analogies about his moral
integrity. Add a "hill" character, then it will carry terrain
characteristics, since ancient Jiangnan@s so very beautiful
ladies, outstanding people and magic land, where natural
beauty and human beauty are mutually complementary. At
the same time, "hill"' also resonates the unfathomable
depths of human feelings, and the feeling of the trials of life,
the brilliance of China's deep historical figures thus faintly
comes to view. Furthermore, the author describes and eval-
uates different women in the book from a male point of
view, from the beginning to the end there is the feeling of an
admiring and attaching to female.

From the length, structure and content, this book
seems to possess the grand and profundity which specified
in "Dreams of the Red Chamber”, although some parts are
written a little casually, the script is well written and has a
natural feeling the words thus appear simple and meticu-
lous resulting in magnificent. There is no hypocritical,af-

@ A great poet and patriot in the Warring States Period.
@ the southern drainage area of Yangtse River.
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fected,cynical words passing beyond the common world, to
go and nitpick over human feelings and pour venom over
human feelings this is also what is unusual and sincere in
this book. The hero of the novel is constantly puzzled, at a
loss what to do, and because he gets entangled at the bor-
der, he deeply regards everything deep in humanity and the
ways of the world as important, he also incessantly wants
to go and adjust, strive for, join together, explore. There is
no romantic exaggerated plot or hypocritical feeling, the
whole thing writes about reality of struggling for worldly ex-
istence, or the willpower of worldly existence. It is all sin-
cere, depressing, and suffering is the price of the exchange.
After all, the hero of the novel, is incompatible with people
who are fickle so he can't place himself amongst these peo-
ple and become one with the rising and falling of the era.
From this point of view, he presents himself as a typical
Chinese intellectual, at least he does prefer to retain his
own personality. He is determined to lead the life of his
choosing, his ambition makes him appear selfish; his self-
ishness could almost be regarded as precious. From the be-
ginning he is a hardworking, ambitious teenager to the be-
comes a passive juvenile delinquent, he can only survive
between the rich and the powerful. Although he is afraid of
fighting, and born disability prevents him from becoming a
rebel. It would be useless and would have resulted in losing
everything. In order to survive he couldn't keep his
high-mindedness, put up with everywhere and withstand
everything as a weaker person. Although he has his own
standard of judgement, he can't fight on deliberately; in fact
his moral integrity is almost completely concealed. In order
to keep a space for his own ideal life and in order to develop
himself he could sacrifice everything, including self-respect.
Moreover, he could kneel down. Although he once had the
courage to face all the people who were fighting against

o] wAm



him, such as when he faced Zhang Xiaochun - the guy even
worker Lao Chen, who hosted the Criticism Assemblies,
would make up to, he shouts "you're lying" so at that time
he was instinctively against him and brave. His explanation
is also true and sophisticated, but useless and he starts to
realise he can't achieve anything through own hard work
alone. He feels his rivals to be too powerful for him and
there is nothing he can do to save himself. He feels upset
and frightened, which makes him look awkward but he
can't do anything beyond this. After he getting a talisman
when in prison and he starts to become careless but at the
same time is watching and keeping calm. Drifting outside
society he learns to be good but remain useless, and to be-
long to silent majority. He is also unhappy with his unlucky
life often asking himself "why have I never been successful?
" this tragic person is like Julien Saurel * pitiful and
solemn, but also ambitious. On one hand, he traps himself
with deep thought-want fame and gain, on the other hand
he speaks out his sorrow as a intellectual, who he can't
achieve anything. So the hero wants to change his fate
when he is young, and tries his best to be a useful person
and later becomes a person who is satisfied with getting
help by pleasing high-ranking women. His fate was decided
by others, and not by himself, and of course, he is afraid to
speak out against it publicly. His is naturally superstitious
and becomes indifferent to a life at the mercy of uncon-
trolled fate. In the end the hero can't find a way out and he
has to go back to the meditation in the temple, thinking of
everything as a special providence of God. As an outsider
he once again reveals his tiresome and depressed life expe-
rience. The book looks like a loyal mirror, reflecting the
conflict and harmony between society and a single person.

(3 From the French novel “Red and Black”.
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The hero appears small and helpless in the frame in which
power occupies the centre and later he finds a way which
appears to be useful but proves to be useless. This basis is
set up at the beginning of the book; the hero was walking
on a narrow, cliffy dyke, which is a vivid and obvious repre-
sentation, symbolising his whole approach to life.

The author uses a lot of paragraphs to describe precise-
ly some naturalist scenes, and let the readers go back to
the specific historic time in his words, such as the discrimi-
nation of the Cultural Revolution: people are against the
Cultural Revolution and accuse it of bringing devastation,
but these attitudes are little different from the Big Charac-
ter Posters of the Cultural Revolution. Now the people pre-
fer to avoid and forget that era. I remember meeting a man
in a young artists' art exhibition, who was born in the
1980's, said that he had no such burden. What is the bur-
den? Does it mean the people who went through that period
of time all have spiritual scars? Are these scars trademarks
of shame? He is proud - is that because he was lucky not to
be born at that time and has no deep thought for the Cul-
tural Revolution. The danger still exists, and who was not
an insurrectionist in the Cultural Revolution? If we say
those people's mistakes were just anachronism, if the same
tragedy would happen again, which might be a human mis-
take - people don't understand human rights, equality and
dignity,etc. Chen Kaige wrote in his biography "teenager
Kaige", 'I am one of those blind people', which is one of the
deepest and honest self-criticisms I have seen. Being re-
stricted by their horizon of thought, people don't realise,
until now there are a lot of people who cherish and miss
that sunny period of time, which was full of political ideolo-
gy and people didn't need to study or work because the
people had a tendency to follow the majority without mak-
ing independent judgements. Maybe that's the fundamental
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reason for a lot of the tragedies which shouldn't have hap-
pened.

The Cultural Revolution needs to be examined, but we
have never done this before. In this book the author re-
gards and describes the Cultural Revolution impartially, as
a young man the hero of the novel is willing to devote him-
self to the movement like the other people who love their
country passionately; "Down with Hades and liberate the
small ghosts" they could challenge the authority and blame
and direct the people in power, and this blind and messy
state of affairs should be stopped. But the most important
and deepest duty is to recall the return of humanity. When
re-reading the history we may feel pity for those ordinary
people who once successfully possesses the power might
appear as an overlord and surrounded by lots of people
who serve him but the hilarious and absurd thing is that
people are only valued once they have power, don't people
have any value as a human being? According the logic of
the development of the plot in this book, the young hero of
the novel has to accept the fact that human beings can be
like dogs sometimes. His plain emotionless way of describ-
ing events serves only to reveal their true ferocity. How is it
that a healthy person excluded and forced to live on the
margins of society? The practical philosophy adoring the
rich and powerful direct and control the people's attitude to
each other - is that humanity? We need to examine how
people can forget to treat another equally. Since Confucius,
the people have abided by the rules of hierarchy created by
power. His austerity can be destroyed easily, people seek
happiness by harming others and there are people out
there waiting for such a chance; also to release their stress
and anger when they are threatened. Most people had put
aside their courage, for fear of becoming a pariah. The cruel
reality is human beings desperately need to belong to their
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society or group. In order to get group recognition we nide
our feelings and speak highly of things, using old formats of
speech to talk about virtue. But the selfish instinct and the
value of being a person has gone, hasn't it?

Lao She® said, "I love my country, but who loves me."
The ignorance of the single person has been the real prob-
lem in many societies. Let's imagine a society which avoids
individualism must have pushed the most creative, imagi-
native and individualistic people to the margins. And those
criticised as having worked hard for selfish ambition to de-
velop themselves get no security as a result. Xing Fangshen
is a case; he lead a painstaking, humble, muddled life,
keeping doubt himself and the result of self-examination is
feeling disappointed. The more careful he is, the more error
he make because he is under the pressure being in a group
in which the individual is subservient to the group.

He suffers and stands the inhumane punishment from
the very beginning in his life. The people are reluctant to
consider it is wrong to beat a thief to death when they can
find justifications for their actions. The hero of the novel
faces great pressure which he can hardly stand as a
teenager; he is afraid his life will be destroyed and he can't
stand the thought of becoming a poor peasant so that he
tires his best to join the high class like Julien Saurel and
change his fate. He fulfils it as a whole, but he has pay his
price, barely enough to maintain he had gairied. There-
upon, the word "endure" becomes his motto of conduct in
society - he was in no doubt about this. He conceals and re-
strains his wild ambition and personal opinions, because in
this group which excludes the individual and denies per-
sonal development, these things would extinguished him
from those goofing idlers. Consequently make him become

@ A famous novelist and dramatist in modern China who committed suicide in

the Cultural Revolution.
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