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This book contains a unique collection of 1700 stamps, all
around the theme of hydropower projects and structures
world-wide. It is indeed a remarkable collection emphasising
the development and importance of hydropwer as a clean and
renewable source of energy.

On behalf of the International Commission on Large Dams
(ICOLD), | want to thank Mr Zhu Da Jun of Zhejiang
Hydroelectric School of China, for his extraordinary efforts in
collecting these stamps and for letting us get access to them
through the publication of this book in connection with the
20th ICOLD Congress in Beijing, September 2000.
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Foreword

Water is the source of life. It is water that makes the earth become the oasis where human beings and all other
living things can survive. For several thousand years, while enjoying the gifts of water, human beings have been
experiencing the disasters of floods and draughts; especially in modern years, they have also been facing the
troubles of water pollution.

In order to turn water disaster into benefits, people of the world spare no efforts to control. regulate, divert,
develop, manage and protect the water in nature. They carry out various measures by digging wells to abstract water,
excavating canals to transfer water, constructing levees to control water. building dams to reserve water and so on.
Human activities related to water resources continuing in several thousand years have promoted the social,
economic and cultural development, and as a result human civilization has evolved and sublimated. The career of
water resaurces considered as contemporary task that benefits future generations have been the top priority wark for
all countries in the past and present history.

This ook collects aver 1,700 postal matters issued by about 200 countries and regions in the world for the
subject of water resources. These postal matters are categorized under the main topics of “Source of Life and
Substance of Vital Importance”. "Pride of China and Diversity in Feature”, “Treasures of the Five Continents and
Excellence in Each Item”, “Management of Countries towards Prosperity and Creation of Welfare for All People’ and
“Splendous Beauty of Water Resources and Respectful Bow by Heroes™. The book describes water in nature and its
benefits and disasters, development of water resources projects in China and overseas, water scenery. great and
famous persons dedicated to water resources career in the past and at present, and reveals the rich implication and
brilliant achievements of water resources cause.

To introduce water resources through postal matters 18 a new vision and also a new aftenpt. It is hoped that the
readers will raise their awareness of water disaster and enhance their knowledge of water resources when they go
through the splendor and beauty of these postal matters.

Preparation and publication of this book received great support and help from personalities of various circles.
Madam Qian Zhengying, Vice-Chairperson of the Chinese Peaple’s Political Consultative Conference, Mr. Zhu
Dengquan, Vice-Minister of Water Resources, Mr. Li Changfan, Member of Leading Group of Water Resources
Ministry. Mr. Kaare Hoeg, President of International Commission on Large Dams, Mr. Lu Youmei, President of China
Yangtze Three Gorges Project Development Corporation. and Mr. Ju Qiaqun, famous philatelist, kindly offered their
inscriptions to this book. Mr. Zhong Shijie. former Director of Zhejiang Provincial Department of Water Resources
wrote Preface and Mr. Zhao Renlong, a famaus philatefist, wrote Postscript to this book. Mr. Yan Chengdi and Mr.
She Guozhi from Zhejiang Provincial Department of Water Resources reviewed the whole manuscript. In addition, the
successful publication of this book should be attributed to Water Resources Culture Association of Zhejiang Province
and Hangzhou Distributor of China Water Power Press for their great help and support and also to Chinese \Water
Resources Culture Association for their enthusiastic encouragement and instruction. All these are herein sincerely
appreciated.

Sincere acknowledgements are due to the writers and editors of “Water Conservancy Encyclopaedia China”,
“Overview of Water Resources in the World” and other books used as references in the preparation of this book.
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