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* Introduction %

Alexis de Tocqueville began his great work Democ-
racy in America with a discourse on childhood. If we are
to understand the prejudices, the habits and the pas-
sions that will rule a man’s life, Tocqueville said, we must
watch the baby in his mother’s arms; we must see the
first images that the world casts upon the mirror of his
mind; we must hear the first words that awaken his sleeping
powers of thought. “The entire man,” he wrote, “is, so to
speak, to be seen in the cradle of the child.”

That is why these books on the childhoods of the
American presidents are so much to the point. And, as
our history shows, a great variety of childhoods can lead
to the White House. The record confirms the ancient ad-
age that every American boy, no matter how unpromis-
ing his beginnings, can aspire to the presidency. Soon,
one hopes, the adage will be extended to include every
American girl.

All our presidents thus far have been white males who,
within the limits of their gender, reflect the diversity of
American life. They were born in nineteen of our states;
eight of the last thirteen presidents were born west of the
Mississippi. Of all our presidents, Abraham Lincoln had the
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least promising childhood, yet he became our greatest
president. Oddly enough,presidents who are children of
privilege sometimes feel an obligation to reform society in
order to give children of poverty a better break. And,
with Lincoln the great exception, presidents who are chil-
dren of poverty sometimes feel that there is no need to
reform a society that has enabled them to rise from pri-
vation to the summit.

Does schooling make a difference? Harry S. Truman,
the only twentieth-century president never to attend
college, is generally accounted a near-great president.
Actually nine— more than one fifth—of our presidents
never went to college at all, including such luminaries as
George Washington, Andrew Jackson and Grover
Cleveland. But, Truman aside,all the non-college men held
the highest office before the twentieth century, and, given
the increasing complexity of life, a college education will
unquestionably be a necessity in the twenty-first century.

Every reader of this book, girls included, has a right
to aspire to the presidency. As you survey the childhoods
of those who made it, try to figure out the qualities that
brought them to the White House. I would suggest that
among those qualities are ambition, determination,
discipline, education— and luck.

—ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, JR.
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“Joyfull News”
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Young John Adams sat in the one-room schoolhouse
in his hometown of Braintree, Massachusetts, thor-
oughly bored with his studies. His teacher, Joseph Cleverly,
had graduated from Harvard, the best college in the
colonies. But in spite of his education, Cleverly could do
no better than find a job teaching in a small town. Bitter
at this turn of events, he was hardly a dedicated teacher.
Those who suffered most from his laziness were the bright
and promising students of Braintree. John Adams was one
of those students.
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The Adams homestead in Braintree(now Quincy),
Massachusetts.John Adams was born in the red house at right;
he moved into the house next to it after marrying. Both struc-
tures are still standing.
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John enjoyed spending time outdoors. Sitting in Clev-
erly’s classroom, he often daydreamed of hunting with
the rifle given to him by his father, John Adams Sr. The
boy called the gun his “fowling piece”because he used it
mostly to hunt birds, which are also known as fowl. But
he hunted other small animals as well, including squirrels,
rabbits, and woodchucks.

He enjoyed the company of his friends Edmund and
Samuel Quincy. Another friend in Braintree was John
Hancock. John Adams and his friends would often play
hooky from school so they could romp in the woods out-
side Braintree. They hunted, played games, or pretended
that the Ponkapoag Indians were fierce savages. Nothing
could have been further from the truth—the Ponkapoags
were friendly Native Americans who would emerge from
the forests near Braintree to fish in the Neponset River or
trade with the townspeople. The Indians were often met
by Colonel John Quincy, the Quincy boys’ father, who
had been appointed Indian agent for Braintree. It was
Colonel Quincy’s job to see to the needs of the Indians
and keep the peace with them.

Still, it was fun for John Adams and his friends to hide
beneath ridges and behind trees as they spied on the
Ponkapoags, imagining themselves to be brave soldiers
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fighting against hostile Indians. Unknown to the boys, in
a few years their game would no longer be the folly of
young minds. In 1754 colonistsin America would go to
war against an invading French army, which allied itself
with Indian tribes anxious to reclaim their lands and push
the colonists out of North America. The clash became
known as the French and Indian War.

Though they might have liked, John Adams and his
friends could not play hooky every day. Back in Cleverly’s
classroom, John struggled to pay attention. He had little
trouble with most of the assignments. In fact, he’'d taught
himself mathematics at a much faster pace than Cleverly
had been teaching.
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family’s Braintree home. John #EXXWEF L. Ex, %4
Adams later wrote that his father % - T % #7 & f “& £ %,
was of “sturdy, unostentatious 2 \F##&” UK “—AFE G
demeanor” and “a solid citizen”. ST E” £iFR R E.

£ T MG R F I F ZAN RS, e g o
BRE P F S A BAE AL E, 4l AR AR AT
AN IS0 T Z G A0 T304 55 3 3k L R 2 40 %,
ok, 1754 4%, REAR A A —INZ0EEEA
Tk, sbit, HE SR E P45 R B A d Ak £ LR e
O TP F S ELE R T B, BOR AR £ AR “ikEp
BE” O,

R 93 - T 4 5 ol 6 ) AR AT 5T AR AR KK AR
WIREI, RN RALZH, @55 R b FGRE L,
NGB NG TEFEE AT, AT LA E 64 K
BHAL, W—EHRR S, FE b, wh F R
RIE AR B A G IREERIF S,

#: @ %K% (The French and Indian War ): 1756-1763 4],

RAPEESFERMTELAE T LERS. DEXAh o %
FERAFEHK.




I applyd myself to it at home alone and went through
the whole Course, overtook and passed by all the Schollars
and School, without any master,”John wrote later.

Actually, there was one course at school that John
found difficult. It was Latin, the language of the ancient
Romans. By the 1700s few people spoke Latin fluently,
but it was still employed in religious services, and many of
its terms were used in the education of doctors and
lawyers.

By the time John was 14 years old, he could take no
more of Cleverly’s classroom. He told his father that he
wished to leave school and join him in working the fields
of the family farm. John Adams Sr. was alarmed. He knew
his boy was bright and had already decided to se)r'l'd"him * ”
to Harvard College. The Adamses were by noym »*
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During colonial times, farming was FERRMEH, TR
particularly backbreaking, but the ERIEF¥E. W&, £
young John Adams insisted that he & %% - T % #7471 124531,
would rather work in his family’'s T EEEE XKAKHE T
fields than attend school. Eventually, 7.4 & % F5, i, 1t
his father convinced him to continue R 3 & 4% 2 3R T ft 3
his studies. BEFESH.
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