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I Reading Passages

Passage 1

John Bird was being hailed as a spiderman hero last night.

John, a fireman,.leaped from the roof of an apartment block
to save a lovesick woman who had jumped out of her fifth-floor
window.

.. Tt was the kind of action that normally belongs to the pages
of the cartoon character. John, wearing a harness and line, actu-
ally caught 25-year-old Jenny Goodman before she hit the
ground. R

Jenny had been leaning-out of the window for several hours
threatening to jump. “My-lovet has left me,” she shouted. “I’m
alone’with a small baby, and I’ve lost my jobi” -

As a priest and policeman talked to her through Toudhailers
from the street, John and his colleague quietly made their way
up the stairs of the six-storey building to the roof.

John put on his harness and attached it ‘to a pillar. Then he
leatied: over a low #all to listen:to the woman’s threats. -

After five hours of fruitless chatting with the priest and the
police’, the woman climbed out on to the window sitl:

John was watching her every movement. Then she jumped
to what would have been-her death. The fireman jumped too.

Heavier than Jenny ; He fell faster. By the time she was level

with the 2nd Floor - and only 30ft from the ground - he grabbed
L] 2 .



her. John said, “We were swinging in space. Luckily she was so
surprised that she did not try to pull herself from grasp.”

As the police raced to the roof, the other fireman hauled
them up to safety.

Later Jenny said, “I must have been out of my mind. ”
Comprehension check

Identify the following statements according to the passage
you have read. If true, write T. If false, write F.
__T_ 1. John Bird’s action belongs to the pages of the cartoon
chgracter.
i 2. Jenny had been leaning out of the window for five hours
threatening to jump. '

3. Jenny didn’t want to live any langer because her lover
had left her. .
l 4. John paid little attention to Jenny’s movement.

T . John quietly made their way up the stairs of the six-

storey building to the roof by himself.

Passage 2

It is interesting to reflect how much we judge people by the
‘clothes they wear. Long hair and patched blue jeans? A student,
we say to ourselves instantly, and not living at home either, or
he wouldn’t be going about with those holes in his sweater. A
graceful lady in a close-fitting dress, carefully cut nails and ear-
rings? Must be a foreigner, we think, English women of that age
don’t dress so smartly, and she probably has money, too, those
shoes weren’t bought in a chain store. And that man walking a-

«3.



long the pavement over there? Well-tailored suit, hat just at the
right angle—a businessman, of course, and undoubtedly Eng-
lish. Why English? Well, it’s raining, isn’t it? Only an Eng-
lishman would carry his treasured umbrella, still perfectly
rolled, in the rain.

I once read of a journalist who went into an extremely ex-
pensive department store dressed in her shabby clothes. She was
eyed with suspicion as she examined the goods on display. When
she finally decided on a small purchase, she said she had forgot-
ten to bring enough money with her and could she pay by
cheque. The assistant politely told her that cheques were not ac-
cepted for goods of 2 or under. The next day she went back,
dressed to kill, smelling of expensive perfume. She selected an
even cheaper atricle,.told the same story and her cheque was ac-
cepted without question. It only goes to show how easily we are
impressed by clothes. I wonder if Stone Age Man- selected his
woman by the quality of-the bearskin she was wearing?

Answer the following questions
1. What is the main topic of the passage?

2. Why'do we suppose the student in jeans is' not living at home?

, . 1 .o . . L ]

3. Why did the graceful lady appear to be rich?

4. Why did the shop assistant refuse to accept the journalist’s
cheque?

L



5. Why did the man roll his umbrella perfectly in the rain?

Passage 3

The world is not only hungry, it is also thirsty for water.
This may seem strange to you, since nearly 75 percent of the
earth’s surface is covered with water. But about 97 per cent of
this huge amount is seawater, or salt water. Man can only drink
and use the other per cent——the fresh water that comes from
rivers, lakes, under—ground and other sources. But unfortu-
nately, some of it has been polluted and is unfit for drinking.

However, as things stand today, this small amount of fresh
water is still enough for us. But our need for water is increasing
rapidly——almost day by day. Only if we take steps to deal with
this problem now can we avoid a severe worldwide water short-
age later on. So we all have to learn how to stop wasting our
precious water. . ,

One of the first steps we should take is to develop ways of
reusing water. Today in most large cities water is used only once
and then discharged. But it is possible to pipe water that has
been used to a purifying plant, and then it can be-used-again.

But even if every large city purified and reused its water, we
still would not have enough, where could we turn next? To the
oceans! That is certainly a possible solution. All we’d have to
do is to remove the salt. This process is already in use in many
parts of the world.

Reading Comprehension



Circle the letter next to the best answer.

. An appropriate title for the passage may be
A. Problems of the Modern World
B. Ocean Resources
C. The Hungry World
D. A Thirsty World
. To avoid worldwide water shortage in the future, the author
suggests in this passage that
A. we invent ways of increasing rainfall
B. we develop ways of reusing water and utilizing seawater
C. we cut off our consumption of water
D. we reduce the number of factories requiring the use of
large amount of water
. The author thinks that
A. we should have enough water if every large city purified
and reused its water
B, even if we could purify and reuse the water, the problem
of water shortage might not be solved
C. most large cities in many parts of the world have succeed-
- ed in purifying and reusing their water
D. we have no other ways to solve the problem of ‘water

shortage except the purifying process

/" & The problem why we are not able to use all of earth’s water

can be best explained by

A..only a small percentage of it is fit for drinking
B. some of it has been polluted

C. about 97 per cent of it is seawater

D. fresh water is still enough for us today

s e



