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This dissertation is a cultural critique of Herman Melville’s
Polynesian Trilogy Typee, Omoo, and Mardi. It delves into these nov-
els in terms of macropolitics, that is, in the context of major political
realities such as colonialism and imperialism. The whole discussion is
divided into three parts. Part One deals with Melville’s treatment of
the Euro-American contention in Poly nesia arguing that Typee is not
merely a travel yarn, but a cul tural representation of imperialism.
Part Two questions the cul tural value of Omoo pointing out its
theme of transgression and enslavement. Part Three explores in depth

the colonial structure in Mardi, the seeming romance story.
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