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BTN Listening Comprehension |

Section A
Directions: )
In this section, you will hear 10 short conversations. At the end of each conversation, a question
will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the question will be spoken only
once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices

marked A, B, C and D, and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on
the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.

Example: You will hear:
You will read:
A. 2 hours. B. 3 hours. C. 4 hours. D. 5 hours.
From the conversation we know that the two are talking about some work they will start at 9
o’clock in the morning and have to finish by 2 in the afternoon. Therefore, D “5 hours” is the correct
answer. You should choose D on the Answer Sheet and mark it with a single line through the centre.

Sample Answer [A] [B] [C] [P]

1. A. She knows ‘where Martha has gone.
B. Martha will go to the concert by herself.
C. It is quite possible for the man to find Martha.
D. The man is going to meet Martha at the concert.

C A& ¥ % +% 4% Martha, 4+ “She must be around somewhere. You may still be
able to catch her.” (JoH & & MHE A+ 4 Hosh, M.#m%mmm )ma c’i(utz ‘
A T AR Martha) $ &M%, HERER. 3 . ’

2. A. The air pollution is caused by the development of industry.
B. The city was poor because there wasn’t much industry then.
C. The woman’s exaggerating the seriousness of the pollution.
D. He might move to another city very soon.
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AABY S+ HBEUALTREIBRBBEHZ IR, F 23 “We've never had so
many factories before.” (RMMARMMA AR T 2 $H L) ) EARARZIEL) % &
TERFE, BRAR(ZAUFTRRILERAFEAN)HEAE, HERER,

3. A. The man should work harder to improve his grades.

B. The man will benefit from the effort he’s put in.

C. It serves the man right to get a poor grade.

D. It was unfair of the teacher to give the man a “C”.

BAMYFLLARKLEFTAMLS IXAATA “C7, kil “What you've
learned in the process will prove useful in your future work.” (ﬁn&:z,/i\siﬁi &+ B o 2| 8

AEALKAN T/AYRAAE AL BA(ZTLHEFETAENE ) FLOHE,
HERLEE,

She can make a reservation at the restaurant.
The man should decide where to eat.

She already has plans for Saturday night.

The man should ask his brother for suggestions.

oo w >

BAMY B+HEMAKERE LR, lﬂ*ﬂ:ﬁﬂ'ﬁiﬁ(&wlh%%ﬁ) b 3
#: “Itsuptoyou.”(WikkxZ. LML, iLFERREFPILLR, B, BA
(EBEREZEMILLIR)FEME, HERER,

The man deserved the award.
. The woman helped the man succeed.

. The man is thankful to the woman for her assistance.

onw >

. The woman worked hard and was given an award.

D A% 4 +3%: “Icouldn’t have won the award without your assistance.” (;& # & #9
B, AARTRASIAL )X ERENEL, LAAK, FEELELAT L,
% +L: “You've been working so hard. You deserve the honor.” (kR — & TAEfF /R %
A, BEAsXARE )AL, DA(ZLXEIES I HART R)ALAE, ,)hﬂ:'-% :
K.

. A. Voluntary work can help the man establish connections with the community.

B. The man’s voluntary work has left him little room in his schedule.

C. Voluntary work with the environment council requires a time commitment.
D. A lot of people have signed up for voluntary work with the environment council.

CAMY BLHEHEAMAEERLEREH I/, &+ .. you'll have to put
in a lot of hours.” (- RBEL# 5 HE,)LHRKL, FNFRERRXESRANGL
HEEHE B, CROARERREBZ G I HFRENE)FEAE, AERER,
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7. A. The patient must receive treatment regularly.
B. The patient can’t leave the hospital until the bleeding stops.
C. The patient’s husband can attend to the business in her place.
D. The patient must take a good rest and forget about her business.

B AT FE(AA)RTHAERK. xE(EL)H: “You may leave as soon as the
bleeding stops.” (R &4f 4 th fu k2 T 3L WA h B ) ALAL R it m!—.ﬁﬁf’ﬁﬁ‘ bl&é‘l% 2
B, BA(LBEHNAATRTALR)FOHE, HEASE,

8. A. Alice does not know much about electronics.
B. Alice is unlikely to find a job anywhere.

C. Alice is not interested in anything but electronics.
D. Alice is likely to find a job in an electronics company.

A KB F -+ Alice 2| €T, 8 KIR, K3 “.. sheis good at ahythmg‘ but

electronics.” (++« &B%"J"*Z‘ﬁﬂiﬁ' YE M, A’ﬁ(AhbeX'}'t%# Tﬂ%)‘)’ﬁ‘ﬂ‘
&, AEAREER. :

9. A. Jimmy is going to set out tonight. B. Jimmy has not decided on his journey.
C. There is no need to have a farewell dinner. D. They may have a dinner when Jimmy’s back.

C AM ¥ B+ &+ %3 Jimmy "L 45 4 feif 47, &+ “Do you think it's nec-
essary? You know, he’ll be away just for a few days.” (4 4289 fhieill , Mid LKL
BART )EHRKL, HhE B XA LEF LR, B, C’i(T'!r‘-!-ii'%’iﬁ% 4
FIREAE, hEHEE, ARSI L R 7

10. A. The woman had been planning for the conference.
B. The woman called the man but the line was busy.
C. The woman didn’t come back until midnight.
D. The woman had guests all evening.

DARMY FEHARA X EHRAITLELMN, kT LAARZIr €545 .
but Tom and Jane stopped by and stayed until midnight.” (««- -+ {2 & Tom #e= Jane % 7 ,
—HERHFRTA)LARK, A BALRXE, &ﬁ'"”#}'%ﬁo Bk, DR(Xx
**i#*&iﬁ’ﬁ-’&/\)ﬁ'“ﬂﬁ A E‘ﬂ&i

3
Section B

Directions:

In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some

questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question,

you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A, B, C and D. Then mark the
corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.
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Passage One

Questions 11 to 13 are based on the passage you have just heard.

11. A. They are delighted because they can enjoy the scenery while driving.
B. They are frightened because traffic accidents are frequent.
C. They are irritated because the bridge is jammed with cars.
D. They are pleased because it saves them much time.

C A% : How do commuters feel about crossing the Golden Gate Bridge by car? . %
4R 2|: “With traffic so heavy, the trip is not pleasant.” (B %4 X8 4F F M #r, R&H R
Wk ) B, CRURMEBAF LAFMEREITR)ASEE, HERER.
12. A. They don’t have their own cars to drive to work.
B. Many of them are romantic by temperament.
C. Most of them enjoy the drinks.on the boat.
D. They tend to be more friendly to each other.

D AAij%: What does the speaker say about ferry cbmmqters? X ¥ 32E|: “.beingona
boat seems to make people feel more friendly toward each other.” (-+- -+ B 2k — & B Ak 4e
AMMEZRB R oEY, )R, DA(MNBLZB R A FEN)FLAE, AEREE.

13. A. Many welcome the idea of having more bars on board.
B. Many prefer the ferry to maintain its present speed.
C. Some suggest improving the design of the deck.
D. Some object to using larger luxury boats.

B A# 5. How do commuters respond to plans for the future of the ferry? L ¥ 42 £|:“A
lot of people feel that half an hour is just enough time to relax.” (# % A% £| 3] b K] 43

fefirie—a L) B4, RN E Rk, Bit, BRA(HSATREMARER
ROGRB)HEAME, AERER.,

Passage Two
Questions 14 to 16 are based on the passage you have just heard.
14. A. Coca Cola. B. Sausage. C. Milk. D. Fried chicken.

A AF¥: According to the passage, what type of food or drink is most likely to cause
dental decay?sC J 4% #|: “... sugar is a major agent in dental decay, particularly the sugar in
sweets, cakes, and soft drinks.” (- - #BREREFTH T ERE, LARABR. Eif
HRAH P 89T o T KRR, B, AR(T 2T R)FAE, HERAER,
15. A. He has had thirteen decayed teeth.

B. He doesn’t have a single decayed tooth.

C. He has fewer decayed teeth than other people of his age.

D. He never had a single tooth pulled out before he was fifty.
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B A#i]%: What does the passage tell us about the condition of Dr. Fostick’s teeth? X
32 2| “Doctor Fostick has cleaned his teeth after every meal for 13 years and has not had
a single decayed tooth.” (Doctor Fostick #86 & §#&# 7 13 F, /Juk?l'li-"ﬁkﬁ‘ )
B, B ’ﬁ(ﬂs&*’h’ﬂ’.—‘ﬂkﬁ)ﬁ-/\iﬂt AEREER,

16. A. Brush your teeth right before you go to bed in the evening.
B. Have as few of your teeth pulled out as possible.
C. Have your teeth X-rayed at regular intervals.
D. Clean your teeth shortly after eating.

D A#i /% : What does Dr. Fostick suggest to prevent dental decay? XX ¥42£|: “... you
should keep a toothbrush in your pocket and use it immediately after you have finished
eating.” ( -+ hEho R EZH—TR, L ZBEZBRAT,)B, DRA(RE B L
RFIREGAE, AEREE.

Passage Three
Questions 17 to 20 are based on the passage you have just heard.
17. A. A visit to a prison.
B. The influence of his father.
C. A talk with some miserable slaves.

D. His experience in the war between France and Austria.

A A |%): What first led Henri Dunant to think of helping the oppressed? s_ ¥ 42 £|: “In
1838 ... Dunant was taken by his father to visit a prison... This experience left a deep
impression on him and made him determine to do something for convicts and slaves, and
for all who were oppressed and deprived of their liberty.” (1838 4 -----Dunant & 3k &
RO —FF B X — B ARG T T RAGGP £, df‘{in&'u*ﬁﬂl‘a‘éEI& 8

EUABRFTA BRI FoA R 5 B BAAMEF ) B, ARG R ERE ) FEE,
AERER,

18. A. He sent surgeons to serve in the army.
B. He provided soldiers with medical supplies.
C. He recruited volunteers to care for the wounded.
D. He helped to free the prisoners of war.

C A#L[: What did Henri Dunant do during the battle between the French and Austrian
armies? . % 32 £}: “Dunant decided a volunteer service had to be organized. He gathered
together a number of women who tended hundreds of wounded soldiers...” (Dunant & &
MRERBSIN ARBRTHEEREASB K ) Bk, CAUIERT EBF A
B R)HAHEE, AEHEE, | ' '

19. A. All men are created equal.
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B. The wounded and dying should be treated for free.

C. A wounded soldier should surrender before he receives any medical treatment.
D. A suffering person is entitled to help regardless of race, religion or political beliefs.

D A/ 5: What was Henri Dunant’s belief when he founded the Red Cross? . ¥ 3% £|:
““Dunant held that a suffering human being should be helped for his own sake only, without

regard to race, religion, or political beliefs.” (Dunantik % % & #9 A B %% 2| 81, = R
AR AR FRABEED,) B, DR(LEAATRAF 25, Z:'f‘ﬁ}ﬂ

k., FRAHEEDITIFEHAE, AERELE, ~

20. A. To honor Swiss heroes who died in the war.
B. To show Switzerland was neutral.
C. To pay tribute to Switzerland.
D. To show gratitude to the Swiss government for its financial support.

C 1&:& [%] : Why was the symbol of the Red Cross designed with a red cross on a white
ground?i 4R 2]: “As a tribute to Switzerland, the symbol was the Swiss flag reversed,
that is, a red cross on a white ground.” ( % 3 id‘ﬁ%:l:&‘r&* *F:tkﬂo-:l: H#ixt
X, LA RGRETF AR, C ’ﬁ(ﬂ%%&m&t)ﬁ’-‘&ﬁ ﬁi%&i

Section A

1. M: Did you see Martha just now? I want to ask her to go with us to the concert tonight.
W: She must be around somewhere. You may still be able to catch her.
Q: What does the woman mean?
2. W: I can’t bear the air pollution in this city any more. It’s getting worse and worse.
M: You said it. We’ve never had so many factories before.
Q: What does the man mean?
3. M: Just think. I went through so much work on my paper only to get a “C”.
W: Well, I don’t think grades are everything. What you’ve learned in the process will prove useful
in your future work.
Q: What does the woman imply?
4. M: My brother is coming this weekend and I was thinking the three of us could go out to dinner
Saturday night. Any suggestions?
W: It’s up to you. I don’t know the restaurants here that well.
Q: What does the woman mean?
5. W: I couldn’t have won the award without your assistance. Thank you very much.
M: You’ve been working so hard. You deserve the honor.
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Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

6. M: I’d like to sign up for some voluntary work with the environment council. I hear it’s a great way
to connect with the community.

W: It is sure, but you’ll have to put in a lot of hours so you must leave some room (% # £ 3#) in
scheduling your time.
Q: What does the woman imply?
7. M: Can you tell me when I can leave here, doctor? I have some important business to attend to.
W: That depends on how your condition reacts to our treatment. You may leave as soon as the
bleeding stops. I think that will take a couple of days.
Q: What does the doctor mean?
8. M: I'm told that Alice is trying to find a job in an electronics company.
W: As far as I know, she is good at anything but electronics.
Q: What does the woman mean?
9. M: Jimmy is going on a journey tomorrow. Shall we have a farewell dinner tonight?
W: Do you think it’s necessary? You know, he’ll be away just for a few days.
Q: What does the woman mean?
10. M: I thought you were going to call me last night about the plans for the conference on language
teaching.
W: Sorry, I should have, but Tom and Jane stopped by and stayed until midnight.
Q: What do we learn from the conversation?

Section B

Passage One

The Golden Gate Bridge joins the beautiful city of San Francisco with the suburbs to the north.
Each day about 100,000 automobiles cross the bridge, taking people to and from the city. More than
half of them cross the bridge during the morning and evening rush hours. With traffic so heavy, the
trip is not pleasant. Now, however, there is at least one group of happy commuters. These are the
people who travel under the bridge instead of on it. They go to work by boat and enjoy it so much that
most of them say they will never go by car again. The ferry they take is spacious, quiet, and comfort-
able. Commuters can enjoy the sun on deck. In the morning, they can have breakfast in the coffee
shop, and in the evening, they can order a drink in the bar while looking at the beautiful scenery. The
trip takes only 30 minutes, and is not very costly. But best of all, being on a boat seems to make people
feel more friendly toward each other. There has already been a marriage of 2 commuters who met on
the ferry. Because the ferry has been so successful, there are plans to use other still-larger boats.
There is also a proposal for a high-speed boat that will make the trip in only 15 minutes. But not
everyone is happy about that. A lot of people feel that half an hour is just enough time to relax.

Questions 11-13 are based on the passage you have just heard.
11. According to the speaker, how do commuters feel about crossing the Golden Gate Bridge by car?
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12. What does the speaker say about ferry commuters?

13. How do commuters respond to plans for the future of the ferry?
Passage Two

How many teeth have you had filled in the past 2 years? If you follow the advice of Doctor
Fostick, you may be able to reduce the number of your visits to a dentist. Doctor Fostick conducted
a two-year survey to find out how to prevent or reduce dental decay. 946 students took part in an
experiment. 523 students cleaned their teeth within 10 minutes of eating. When possible, they used a
toothbrush. When this was impossible, they washed their mouth thoroughly with water. The remain-
ing 423 students merely cleaned their teeth when they went to bed, and when they got up in the
morning. All the students had their teeth X-rayed at the end of the first and second years. At the end
of the first year, the night and morning group had three times as many decayed teeth as the clean-
after-each-meal group. At the end of the second year, the latter group had 53 percent fewer decayed
teeth than the former group. Doctor Fostick has cleaned his teeth after every meal for 13 years and
has not had a single decayed tooth. He pointed out that sugar is a major agent in dental decay,
particularly the sugar in sweets, cakes, and soft drinks. Ideally, you should keep a toothbrush in your
pocket and use it immediately after you have finished eating. When this is impractical, you can at least
make sure that you have a drink of water and let the water through your teeth to force out any
particles of food. 7 out of 10 people lose at last half their teeth by the time they are 50. Many have a
complete set of false teeth by that time. In any case, neither toothache nor a visit to a dentist is very

pleasant. So it is worthwhile making an effort to keep your own teeth as long as possible. The main
preventative agent is simply water.

Questions 14-16 are based on the passage you have just heard.

14, According to the passage, what type of food or drink is most likely to cause dental decay?
15. What does the passage tell us about the condition of Dr. Fostick’s teeth?

16. What does Dr. Fostick suggest to prevent dental decay?

Passage Three

The worldwide organization of the Red Cross stems from the ideal of Henri Dunant, a Swiss
banker. In 1838, at the age of 10, Dunant was taken by his father to visit a prison. There, he saw
prisoners chained together, exercising in the yard, and breaking stones along the road. This experi-
ence left a deep impression on him and made him determine to do something for convicts and slaves,
and for all who were oppressed and deprived of their liberty. On 24th June 1859, while on his way
from Geneva to France, Dunant witnessed the battle between the French and Austrian armies. It was
one of the fiercest battles of the 19th century. Shocked by the lack of medical supplies and attention
given to the wounded, Dunant decided a volunteer service had to be organized. He gathered together
a number of women who tended the hundreds of wounded soldiers of all nationalities and helped the
surgeons as best as they could. From that battle, Dunant determined to form a body of people who
would rally together in times of war and attend to the needs of the wounded and dying. Dunant held
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that a suffering human being should be helped for his own sake only, without regard to race, religion,
or political beliefs. Many European states supported him and on 22nd August 1864, the first Geneva
Convention was signed. This lays down that once a soldier is wounded, he and everyone who comes
to his help ceases to be an enemy. A symbol by which the relief workers could be recognized was
devised. As a tribute to Switzerland, the symbol was the Swiss flag reversed, that is, a red cross on
a white ground. So the Red Cross was born.

Questions 17-20 are based on the passage you have just heard.

17. What first led Henri Dunant to think of helping the oppressed?

18. What did Henri Dunant do during the battle between the French and Austrian armies?
19. What was Henri Dunant’s belief when he founded the Red Cross?

20. Why was the symbol of the Red Cross designed with a red cross on a white ground?

Reading Comprehension|

Directions:
There are 4 passages in this part, Each passage is followed by some questions or unfinished state-
ments. For each of them there are four choices marked A., B., C. and D.. You should decide on the

best choice and mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the
centre.

Passage One
Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

For years, doctors advised their patients that the only thing taking multivitamins is to give them
expensive urine ( 4 ). After all, true vitamin deficiencies are practically unheard of in industrialized
countries. Now it seems those doctors may have been wrong. The results of a growing number of
studies suggest that even a modest vitamin shortfall can be harmful to your health. Although proof of
the benefits of multivitamins is still far from certain, the few dollars you spend on them is probably a
good investment.

Or at least that’s the argument put forward in the New England Journal of Medicine. 1deally, say
Dr. Walter Willett and Dr. Meir Stampfer of Harvard, all vitamin supplements would be evaluated in
scientifically rigorous clinical trials. But those studies can take a long time and often raise more
questions than they answer. At some point, while researchers work on figuring out where the truth
lies, it just makes sense to say the potential benefit outweighs the cost.

The best evidence to date concerns folate, one of the B vitamins. It’s been proved to limit the
number of defects in embryos (A% %), and a recent trial found that folate in combination with vitamin
B12 and a form of B6 also decreases the re-blockage of arteries after surgical repair.

The news on vitamin E has been more mixed. Healthy folks who take 400 international units

daily for at least two years appear somewhat less likely to develop heart disease. But when doctors
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give vitamin E to patients who already have heart disease, the vitamin doesn’t seem to help. It may
turn out that vitamin E plays a role in prevention but cannot undo serious damage.

Despite vitamin C’s great popularity, consuming large amounts of it still has not been positively
linked to any great benefit. The body quickly becomes saturated with C and simply excretes (H# )
any excess.

The multivitamins question boils down to this: Do you need to wait until all the evidence is in
before you take them, or are you willing to accept that there’s enough evidence that they don’t hurt
and could help?

If the latter, there’s no need to go to extremes and buy the biggest horse pills or the most
expensive bottles. Large doses can cause trouble, including excessive bleeding and nervous system
problems.

Multivitamins are no substitute for exercise and a balanced diet, of course. As long as you

understand that any potential benefit is modest and subject to further refinement, taking a daily mul-
tivitamin makes a lot of sense.

# 3 k&

$ER, BEANMWHARA, RASHELEIAEL, EFTERAN, RE
Rﬂ?ﬂﬁi#ﬁﬂﬁi@*ﬁ%%ﬁ#*b&ammﬁﬁﬁitﬁﬁﬁﬁ&kf
R ARS, :

21. At one time doctors discouraged taking multivitamins because they believed that multivitamins

A. could not easily be absorbed by the human body
B. were potentially harmful to people’s health
C. were too expensive for daily consumption

D. could not provide any cure for vitamin deficiencies

A&ﬂl"l%ﬁ‘ Eifﬁiﬁbﬂ&lﬂ?ﬁ’ﬁiif X“P#ﬂ%ﬁ‘ﬁ‘&%"ﬁl “...the only
 thing taking multivitamins is to give them expensive urine.” (- i Al SHmLE Pﬁ-“ﬂ'
B AR AR T FR R VAR AEEXR, %ﬂﬂk%#ﬂ&f’fﬂlﬁ]%?
Aok, AR KA. B, Axﬁ(x&umt;mw.&)ﬁAat HERER,

22. According to the author, clinical trials of vitamin supplements
A. often result in misleading conclusions

B. take time and will not produce conclusive results
C. should be conducted by scientists on a larger scale

D. appear to be a sheer waste of time and resources

B AP RN EEEAALNERKE, XPRXHELHEE K “But those stud-
ies can take a long time and often raise more questions than they answer.” GX £ 8F 25" B

BA, AR EGPAMILF RN S )WHRH, BUF LR, B, BREGLEH



N2003F12 AAXY¥REARERRE 11
B, HHAEMELER)FSAE, AERER.

23. It has been found that vitamin E

A. should be taken by patients regularly and persistently

B. can effectively reduce the recurrence of heart disease

C. has a preventive but not curative effect on heart disease

D. should be given to patients with heart disease as early as possible

CAMP A TFHEFENHA, XPMEHHAFE WA “It may turn out that vita-
min E plays a role in prevention but cannot undo serious damage.” (¥L# 2 £ 5% 4 4 K E
TR AGAE R NR O AN ERE,) B, CAS A TH MG
RlEeXAERER)AEAE, hEREER.

24. Tt can be seen that large doses of multivitamins

A. may bring about serious side effects

B. may help prevent excessive bleeding

C. are likely to induce the blockage of arteries

D. are advisable for those with vitamin deficiencies

A i’\#ﬂl‘]ﬂ&}ﬂ AR FSHELEELFAEFL2HR. XFPMXHFHAR LA “Large
doses can cause trouble, including excessive bleeding and nervous system problems.” (R
AAMNEFHEE LT Rikoh oit 3UARFE ARG LAFEM,)BHTUA LA
R ARAPEIER) HOME, HEASER,

25. The author concludes the passage with the advice that

A. the benefit of daily multivitamin intake outweighs that of exercise and a balanced diet
B. it’s risky to take multivitamins without knowing their specific function

C. the potential benefit of multivitamins can never be overestimated

D. it’s reasonable to take a rational dose of multivitamins daily

D AM R AL FLRRREA2EN, LT AL A E A\ “Aslong as you
understand that any potential benefit is modest and subject to further refinement, taking a
daily multivitamin makes a lot of sense.” ( R &1k @ 4E4T# A6 & L AMEA, A
LR RENKE, AL, FORASABLEELRARL)BRTUAA L, DAGE
BEMRASARLEERGEN)FEAE. HhERER,

Passage Two
Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.
Some futurologists have assumed that the vast upsurge ( £]3% ) of women in the workforce
may portend a rejection of marriage. Many women, according to this hypothesis, would rather work
than marry. The converse ( & & ) of this concern is that the prospects of becoming a multipaycheck

household could encourage marriages. In the past, only the earnings and financial prospects of the
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man counted in the marriage decision. Now, however, the earning ability of a woman can make her
more attractive as a marriage partner. Data show that economic downturns tend to postpone marriage
because the parties cannot afford to establish a family or are concerned about rainy days ahead. As
the economy rebounds, the number of marriages also rises.

Coincident with the increase in women working outside the home is the increase in divorce
rates. Yet, it may be wrong to jump to any simple cause-and-effect conclusions. The impact of a
wife’s work on divorce is no less cloudy than its impact on marriage decisions. The realization that
she can be a good provider may increase the chances that a working wife will choose divorce over an
unsatisfactory marriage. But the reverse is equally plausible. Tensions grounded in financial problems
often play a key role in ending a marriage. Given high unemployment, inflationary problems, and slow
growth in real earnings, a working wife can increase household income and relieve some of these
pressing financial burdens. By raising a family’s standard of living, a working wife may strengthen
her family’s financial and emotional stability.

Psychological factors also should be considered. For example, a wife blocked from a career
outside the home may feel caged in the house. She may view her only choice as seeking a divorce. On
the other hand, if she can find fulfillment through work outside the home, work and marriage can go
together to create a stronger and more stable union.

Also, a major part of women’s inequality in marriage has been due to the fact that, in most cases,
men have remained the main breadwinners. With higher earning capacity and status occupations
outside of the home comes the capacity to exercise power within the family. A working wife may rob
a husband of being the master of the house. Depending upon how the couple reacts to these new
conditions, it could create a stronger equal partnership or it could create new insecurities.

# XA &

X T Bk TARRN Y 0 Bk B Rk LR R XA 4
YR KRS RAGET FARFAOFF LR, EREANGTRLAE B
T RER A HAHABMEF LARE,

26. The word “portend” (Line 2, Para. 1) is closest in meaning to b
A. defy B. signal C. suffer from D. result from
B &A% % —f P “portend” #i5 L, X P48 X5 4 F—H: “The vast upsurge of
women in the workforce may portend a rejection of marriage. Many women, according to
this hypothesis, would rather work than marry.” A& % =4 “# $ 847 B LR 1
RAEEWR” T VAR &, B A 3X% 5 /) RIEL LA EIR 6B 4 . ik “portend” #)
ELRFAT “MF" & “Hk”, B, BRALEET)FLEE, hERALE.

27. It is said in the passage that when the economy slides,

A. men would choose working women as their marriage partners
B. more women would get married to seek financial security



