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PROPOSED Oﬂ>2@@m IN THE SCHOOL
SYSTEM

By Pavur MonRrOE

ODERN public school systems are artificial products. They have been built up

by conscious offort. They arve tho products of legistation. In this fundamental
respeet the modern sehool system of China does not differ from thoss of ather countries.
There is, however, this fundamental ditference: ail Weostern countries had long experience
in experimentation. Private initiative, or the efforts of the chureh, had built ap many
institutions, even systems, which had worked out many plans, many ideas. mzmwaﬁ,m of
gtudy, mothods of teaching, forms of organization had all been fried in many forng.
These had been fitted to the genius of tho people aud to the complex institutional life of
gociety. In Ching, however, the modern educational system is a complete breach with
the past. None of the old educational elements and littlo of its experience enters into
the new. This necessiiates {hat China should learn through the study of the educational
experience of other lands, that she must borrow jdeas and practices and adapt them to
her own use. It also meauts that she must learn from her owi experience with ihe new
system, and continue to ad pt and adjust as she finds in her own experience ingtances
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wlere methods, msE,moem, of study, forms of organization are not well adapted or sufficient.-
ly adapted to her present conditions.

One great difficulty in building up a government system of education is in
formulating regulations in too great detail and then adhering to them too rigidly. This is
especially true of a system which is built up rapidly and even more true of & system which
must depend largely upon the experionce of other countries. BExternals are much more
readily perceived and imitated than are the real vital processes back of the externals,
just as it is much more easy to study and to understand the structure of an organism in
animal or vegetable life than it is to understand the function. Also it is much easier to
administer a system which is uniform and which does not make allowance for varying
interest and needs of different parts of a country or of different classes of the people.

So it comes about that China may need to modify certain featurcs of her systom,
though they may not have been in practice more than a few years. Certain modifications
of the Chinesc system have been proposed and are now under consideration. It is
interesting to note, however, that those changes are very similar t0 those which are going
on in other countries both in Europe and America. The similarity of these changes is
probably due to the fact that it is the fundamental forces of democracy, nationalism and
industrialism, common to all these countries that is forcing these changes.

These changes relate primarily to tho primary and the middle school. It is
proposed that the primary school be organized into a six-year continueus course and the

"middle school into a similar period of six years. Thus the middle school would absorb
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the lust year of the higher primary and the preparatory year now universal with all higher
institutions, This year would not be.necessary; if the six-year middle school actually
did the work assigned to it. Oosmma;ouauﬂ the change would be gimply a reorganization’
and would not invalve a lengthening of the achool course,

Without considering specifically the curricula involved in the new schools, let us
consider the significance of the proposed changes.

Tho first advantage is a greater flexibility, a quality greatly needed in a country
as large as China, one which varies so in its characteristic industries, forms of agriculture
and modes of life as do tho sections of China, Also flexibility is desirable in a country
which is changing as rapidiy as in China. It is assumed that the six-year elementary
school will be set up only for those children who will go on to a sscondary school training.
80 & community may vary its schools according to its financial ability. There may be &
four-year primary, a six-year primary or a soven-year primary. There may be a three-
year middle school or a six-year middle school. And these schools, especially the higher
primary and tho senior middlo schools, may vary greatly in different communities. In
fact, & community may add on vocational schools of any desired length to the six-year
primary schools. The main idea is to allow a variety of oxcmumﬁmbom within the general
gcheme, so that in timo a variety of types may be worked out, instead of the one,
according to the present tendeney.

A second advantage is that the proposed scheme will permit the progression of the _l
pupil along & variety of lines. The American system of achools was worked cut on & -



