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Foreword

The Analects was the first primer I read in my childhood. It was
also the book that influenced my life most, and offered me the greatest
benefit. As a child, 1 was taught by my parents to read many Chinese
characters and memorize numerous Tang poems. When 1 was old
enough to enter school, instead of sending me to the usual primary
school, my parents engaged a tutor to teach me The Four Books', and
the first book 1 studied was the Analects. The tutor they employed
was not an outsider, but my aunt, a sister of my mother. The text-
book she chose was Commentary on The Four Books, which was quite
commonly found in the bookstores then, annotated by Zhu Xi (1103—
1200). My aunt felt that 1 was too young to comprehend the text
thoroughly, therefore she did not explain the meaning of each word,
but explicated the principle of each quotation in general. Although 1
understood little of the principle, 1 was greatly interested in the
Analects .

Later, I often wondered if 1 was a person who was born to enjoy
contemplating and reflecting on various problems in life. Contemplat-
ing is an objective means of youth in quest of knowledge, while reflect-
ing is a subjective process. Reflecting is a form of rethinking that is ac-
complished by finding examples in daily practice to prove the principle.
I recalled that in my initial reading of the Analects, 1 did not under-
stand some of its profound ideas. Nevertheless, I was vaguely inspired
and longed to search for examples in life to prove the Analects’ princi-
ples. At that time I became quite conscious of my realization of various
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state of mind in learning and conducting myself as depicted in the
Analects. For intstance, | was aware of the meaning and how to find
the confirmations for such quotations as, “Isn’t it a joy to learn some-
thing new, then review and practise it from time to time?”, and,
“Each day 1 examine myself on these three points: | In doing things for
others, have I failed to do all that I could do? In my interactions with
friends, have I been untrustworthy? And have I failed to practise that
which | have learned?]” As for sayings such as, “The humane do not
become worried,” and “At seventy I could follow my heart’ s desire
without stepping out of bounds. ” I was conscious that I did not under-
stand them completely, nor was 1 able to find proof in life. It is my
curious disposition that leads me to look for answers to problems,
which I do not comprehend completely or to seek proof for things un-
proven. Thanks to my early education, which relied mainly on learn-
ing by rote, 1 was able to memorize what I had read regardless of
whether or not 1 understood them. Since the Analects was the earliest
book I learned by rote, and it was also the one I thoroughly memo-
rized, whenever I faced difficulties and sufferings during the past sev-
eral decades of my life, one or two quotations of the Analects often
flashed into mind providing me with answers and relief for my predica-
ments.

Not long ago, when | was writing the preface for The Collected
Works of Yeh Chia-ying to be published by the Laureate Publishing
Company in Taiwan, I wrote about the hardships I suffered during the
latter part of the Sino-Japanese Conflict (1937—1945), when Beijing
was occupied by the Japanese. Although I had little choice but to wear
patched clothes, I did not feel ashamed. Nor did I consider myself to
be suffering when 1 had to swallow inedible noodles. When 1 faced the
hardships, quotations from the Analects came naturally to me, such
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