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Welcome to Modern English! What and where is Modern English, you may ask? Well, it’s English
that is used by North American native speakers, it’s colloquial, and it's what people all over the world
are speaking. Once you know Modern English, native speakers will understand what you are saying,
and you will understand them. It’s colorful and fun to use. It's all about conversation.

You are about to jump into a wealth of useful, practical and most important up-to-date
conversational English. The Survival Guide book series was designed with one important goal in
mind: to help Chinese people improve their conversational English skills. As you will quickly see and
hear, these books are not into teaching basic grammar, vocabulary or reading and writing skills, but
rather, concentrate on common daily North American situations and what would be said. What you
will find inside each book doubles the reference of the last series. The series has over two thousand
phrases/terms/sentences grouped by situational content, that native speakers use on a regular
basis. There is also plenty of supporting material to help you understand the primary content.
There are explanations, examples, multiple usage descriptions, alternate expressions, and more.
There is culture information, extra phrases, and the conversational passages relevant to each
situation. It is a must buy for the English learning enthusiast.

Why this emphasis on conversation? Because it’s been my experience that many Chinese
people are quite proficient in English grammar, and some know many thousands of words. By the
time they graduate from college, many students have already spent 5 to 10 years or more studying
English. However, they often have difficulty using the language for ordinary conversation, espe-
cially if the conversation is with a foreigner. This is understandable, since most Chinese people do
not have access to the main thing which can help them to master English communication: a native
English speaker. Modern English Research Team,after hours of ponderi‘ng linguistic theory, came to
the conclusion that interaction is the key to mastering spoken English. SPOKEN ENGLISH CAN’T BE
MASTERED UNLESS SPOKEN! This Series gives you all the Modern English that you need to get going.
Its content has been written by native English Speakers mostly from America and Canada. All you
have to do is buy the book and get together with others that can speak English and practice what
you’ve learned. PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT!

Together, we have endeavored to produce another quality Modern English product, joining a
growing family of products and services which have been designed with the same goal: helping
Chinese people to improve their communication skills in the English language. Other products and
services include our popular TV programs, VCD's, conversation classes (based on our popular and
proven technique of using native speakers with Chinese co-teachers), member classes (also with co-
teachers), Business English, KID’S ENGLISH and a forthcoming MODERN ENGLISH FOREIGN LANGUAGE
SERIES, among others.

Now , it’s time for you to turn the page and start enjoying Modern English! YOU CAN DO IT AND
WE CAN HELP!!
Chief editor
MICHAEL SCIROCCO
SARAH HU
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Dr. James Jasper (Father)

A general practitioner, who works for Ocean Drive Commum‘ty asa
family doctor. He is a very kind, open-minded and understanding person.
His wife passed away 2 years ago. All of his children are very talented and
independent. They all maintain a very good relationship with him.
Meanwhile, most of his patients like him very much.

Kristy Jasper (Dr.James’ daughter)

Graduated from New York University 3 years ago, and is working as
a manager in a well-known Public Relations Company in downtown L.A.
She enjoys her work and is very social and energetic. She even partici-
pated in organizing this year’s "Oscar Awards” after party event. She
has very good taste and knows how to enjoy life. One of her dreams is to
travel around the world before she turns 50.

Edwin Jasper (Adrian’s elder brother)

A very hardworking freshmen student at the University of California
Los Angeles (UCLA). He majors in Computer programming. Because of
his talented ability, he has been chosen to be one of the assistants to the

team responsible for the production of an up and coming blockbuster.
John is Edwin’s co-worker/boss.

Adrian Jasper (the youngest in the family, also the brother of Edwin)

A very artistic and trendy young man studying his 1t year of fashion
design in “LA School of Fashion Design”. His unique creativity has given
him a chance to input his ideas to design a glamour evening gown for a
well-known Hollywood actress. Besides designing clothes, Adrian is also a
part-time model. Unlike his brother, Adrian is very conscious about his
appearance and body shape.

Ben Chen (the boyfriend of Kristy)

An American Chinese who is dating Kristy Jasper. He can’t speak
Chinese but is always given a chance to go to Beijing for work and play.
He is good at tennis and an excellent businessman. He's a quick learner
and team player.
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Yen (Secretary in Ben'’s Beijing Office)

Beautiful, tall Beijing girl who graduated from BLCU as a secretary.
She comes from a very strong family but decides to work for a living.

Ping Liu (a classmate of Edwin and roommate of Annig)

UCLA sophmore student who transferred with her friend Annie from
San Diego State University. She left Beijing for her 2nd year in the U.S.
Even thoug after she spent a year in America she still doesn’t know a lot
about American, culture. Though her English is a lot better now, she
continues studying and improving herself.

Annie Smith (Ping’s roomate)

Annie was born in Boston and moved to the West Coast to major
in Asian Studies. She is Ping’s best friend and they do everything
together. She changed her major in her 2 year in UCLA . She is now
majoring in Accounting. Her parents live in New York and she is the
only one living in L.A. She loves Chinese music and American movies.

now learning Mandarin from Ping.
Jim Wang

A Beijing guy who comes from a very wealthy family. Jim just
immigrated to the U.S. and is starting his new life there.

:- She can only speak English and learned a little Cantonese, so she is
-
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From what she has found out
while in the U.S., Kristy has an idea of
the places in China that she wants to
visit. She’s going to get some more in-
formation from a new friend that she’s
met on the train to Beijing.

As Kristy is leaving the train sta-
tion in Beijing, a hawker tries to sell
her a map. Kristy doesn’t want to get
ripped off, so she starts to bargain.

Kristy has just arrived in Beijing,
and the first thing she does is go to
the hotel where she made a
reservation.

After arriving in Beijing, Kristy
can’t wait to call her boyfriend, Ben.
However, his secretary says he is not
in the office, so Kristy leaves a
message.

Since this is Kristy’s first time in
Beijing, and she wants to visit the fam-
ily of a friend, she asks the reception-
ist at her hotel to tell her how to get
there.
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Nine months ago, Ben was offered
a promotion and transfer to the Beijing
office by his boss. What was the
reason?

Nine months before her trip to
Beijing, Kristy was in a situation that
most single girl’s dream of. Recent
events have made Ben decide that
Kristy is the woman for him, and that
now is the time to propose.

Before Ben left for Beijing, he and
Kristy held an engagement party. Ar-
ranging a party can be a stressful job.

Two weeks after the engagement
party, Ben took up his new post as
manager of the Beijing office. As Ben
was new in the Beijing office, he defi-
nitely needed a lot of help and sup-
port from his secretary to help him
get up to speed.

Now it’s coffee break. Ben and
Yan start to talk on coffee. Since Ben
has never been to China before, he
talks about the local weather with her.
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The conversation between these
two people continues. Now the topic
has switched from seasons to living
conditions. What they want to find out
from each other is the environmental
and living conditions in Beijing and L.
A. Do these two well-known cities have
anything in common?

According to Yen, it is very safe
to live in the city of Beijing. Ben is so
pleased to hear that, and he tells Yen
a real story that he once experienced
in L.A. while he was driving down the
street. All in all, they came to the con-
clusion that you have to be careful
wherever you are.

It comes to the time when Yen
starts to reveal more about her per-
sonal life. She grew up as a farm girl
and was working as a waitress before.
She struggled her way into University
and gained a scholarship. Ben admires
her ability and tells her she is defi-
nitely not in a dead-end job now.

As time passes, Ben and Yen get
closer and closer. One Friday after
work, Ben decides to invite Yen for
dinner. Is there a romance going on?

Ben takes her to a very exclusive
Italian restaurant inside a five-star ho-
tel in Chaoyang district. Ben realizes
Yen may not be familiar with Western
table, so he explains to her some im-
portant etiquette.
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During dinner, the primary con-
versation between Ben and Yen is very
ordinary. Since they both like to eat,
they talk about their favorite snacks.
What are their favorite snacks?

Ben and Yen both seem to eat
well, but stay slim. What is their secret?

During the candle light dinner at
the stylish Italian restaurant, the at-
mosphere gets Ben and Yen feeling very
relaxed. After a few glasses of red wine,
the conversation becomes more open,
personal, and intimate.

After the movie, on the way to
Yen’s home, they begin to talk about
the movie they’ve just seen. They also
talk about what kind of films they like.
So, are they both big movie fans?

After getting back from her date,
Yen talks to her roommate about her
feelings towards Ben. Is Yen in love?
What does her roommate think about
it?
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Nine months after the engage-
ment party, Kristy has just arrived at
her hotel in Beijing, and calls Ben’s
office. Yen answers the phone, and
can hardly believe her ears. Will she
decide to end the relationship with
Ben?

Shocked by a sudden phone call
from Kristy, Ben chooses to make up a
story so he can avoid her.

However, with no sign of Ben,
Kristy decides to leave Beijing and go
home two weeks early. Adrian and Ping
meet her at the airport, and ask Kristy
about her adventusre in China.

The letter says Ping’s parents
really miss her and want to have her
recent pictures. So Ping goes to de-
velop some film she shot recently and
then goes to the Post Office to send
them off.
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Ping has lost her bank card, and
heads to the bank’s nearest branch
to arrange for a new card.

When Ping gets back from the
bank, her roommate, Annie, starts talk-
ing about the upcoming mid-term
exam. It seems that Annie needs a bit
of support, and Ping doesn’t exactly
enjoy exams either.

Ping is going to make a Chinese
dish to take along to a party after her
mid-term exam, and is at the super-
market to get some extra ingredients.

After shopping at the
supermarket, Ping goes to a beauty
store and checks out some make-up
and perfume. Does she find anything
there?
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On the way home, Ping's atten-
tion has been suddenly captured by a
beautiful dress on display. She can’t
stop looking at the dress in the
window. She goes into the store with-
out hesitation.

After buying the dress, Ping also
wants to buy some accessories to
match her outfit. She meets up with
Annie and they go to a flea market.
Since she does not come from a rich
family, she has to stretch her dollars
to the limit.

The party time finally arrives, ev-
eryone gathers at Ping and Annie’s
dormitory before heading to the party.
At one point, they start talking about
their high school party life. What kind
of different experiences do they have?

At the end of exams party, a new
friend asks Ping about her life on
campus. As this new friend is a senior,
Ping pumps her for information about
best places to hang out.
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