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Synopsis

The group of grotto sculptures on Peak that Flew from Afar (Feilai Peak) in front

of Lingyin Temple in Hangzhou is a key historic relic under state preservation. It is
also the largest group of grotto sculptures of all grottoes around the West Lake in
Hangzhou, with a total of 102 grotto niches and 330-odd statues. Located in Qinglin
Cave, the niche with statues of "Three Saints of the West", sculpted with donations
from Teng Shaozong in 951 AD (the 1st year of Emperor Guangshun's reign during
Late Zhou period), is the earliest one of sculptures with inscriptions on Peak that
Flew from Afar. Over 200 statues of the Song Dynasty are featured with the largest
number of arhats' statuettes dating from between 1000 AD and 1003 AD (the 3rd -
6th year during Emperor Xianping's reign). The laughing Maitreya Buddha (modelled
after the image of the Big-Bag Mendicant in the Five Dynasties), sculpted with a
style of the Southern Song Dynasty, is of natural and fine modelling. Nearly 100
statues were sculpted during the Yuan Dynasty, which dated from 1282 AD (the
19th year during Emperor Zhiyuan's reign) to 1292 AD (the 29th year during Em-
peror Zhiyuan's reign) with reference to inscriptions available, and about half of
which are Buddhist-style sculptures of Esoteric sect of Lamaism. Besides, there are
a few sculptures of the Ming-Dynasty style.
It was not until the late Tang period that the grotto art in the north and Central
Plains of China began to decline. However, the gap was just right filled in the sculp-
tures on Peak that Flew from Afar. In particular, the sculptures of the Yuan Dynasty
occupied an important place in the history of grotto art in ancient China.

In this book, the grotto sculptures on Peak that Flew from Afar have been catego-
rized in order of five periods - the Wuyue Kingdom of the Five Dynasties, the
middle of the Northern Song Dynasty, the Southern Song, the Yuan and the Ming
Dynasties according to such characteristics as the shape and style of grotto niches,
style of sculptures, condition of shadow and plinths of images of Buddha. And 193
select pictures are included with brief descriptions in this book in order of the above-
mentioned five periods. This book, with detailed and accurate data, is up till now a
quite comprehensive monograph on the grotto sculptures on Peak that Flew from

Afar.
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