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TRADITIONAL ARCHITECTURE IN BEIJING

Compiled by Institute of Architectural History,

China Building Technology Development Centre, China
Beijing, the capital of the People’s Republic of China, had been the capital of the country for five successive
dynasties in history, Liao, Jin, Yuan, Ming and Qing. It is one of the most important historic city where existing
examples of traditional architecture are most concentrated.

The city of Beijing built in Ming and Qing dynasties was the last seat of the feudal regime of over 2,000
years, and is the only capital that has been preserved to the present with its basic layout and many architectural
groups of palaces, gardens, altars, temples, etc. still intact, representingamasterpiece of city planning and architec-
The Imperial Palace, the Altar of Heaven, the Beihai (North Lake)

Park, the White Dagoba at Miaoyingsi, the Platform at Juyomgguan Pass, the Ming Tombs, the Great Wall at Badaling,

ture in strictness, solemnity and grandiosity.

to name but a few of the famous examples, all are important relics of high historical and artistical value, Reflect-
ing the long history and peculiar splendid civilization of China, they are the wonderful contributions of the Chinese
people to the art treasury of the world.

Palaces, Altars and
Temples; Gardens; Residences; Religious Buildings; and Tombs; including all examples in the urban and subur-

The book is a large comprehensive pictorial arranged in six parts by category: the City;
ban areas, as well as the counties under the administration of the municipality, except those under repair or badly
damaged. Some items have not been published previously. The text, in general and in categories, explains the
historical backgrounds, architectural features and building techniques. Authentic detailed information based on
historical records is given for each item, including references to relevant articles and papers published in the last
twenty years. As a supplement to the historical conditions, some photographs of the past have been included for

the items already destroyed.

Contents:
I. General

Il The City 5
5.

Palaces, Altars and Temples

3.

Round City
Jingyiyuan (Fragrance Hill)
Yuanmingyuan

Residences

1V. Gardens

Religious Buildings

V. Residences
VI. Religious Buildings
VII. Tombs
VIII.  Postscript
Plates :
The City
1. City-gate Tower and Arrow. Tower of Zhengyangmen

s

2. Southeastern Corner Tower of Inner City

3. Arrow Tower at Deshengmen

4. Tiananmen

5. Drum Tower

6. Bell Tower

7. Lugougiao (Marco Polo Bridge)

8. Great Wall at Badaling
Palaces, Altars and Temples

1. Imperial Palace

2, Jingshan (Coal Hill)

3. Taimiao (Supreme Ancestral Temple, now People’s

Palace of Culture)

4. Altar of Land and Grain (now Zhongshan Park)

5. Altar of Heaven

6. Imperial Archives

7. Temple of Confucius 23.
8. Imperial Academy 24.
Gardens

1. Yiheyuan (Summer Palace)

2. Beihai (North Lake)

2.

Tombs
1. Changling Tomb (Ming Dynasty)
2. Dingling (Ming Dynasty)

Fayuansi
Tanzhesi

3. Jietaisi
. Dajuesi

Miaoyingsi

. Fahaisi

. Biyunsi

. Wofosi

. Yonghegong

. Stone Pagoda at Yunjusi (721 A.D.)

- Stone Pagoda at Yunjusi (Tang Dynasty)

. North Pagoda at Yunjusi

- Brick Pagoda at Tianningsi

- Brick Pagoda at Wanfotang (Liao Dynasty)
- Tomb Pagodas at Dayanshensi (Jin and Yuan Dynasties)
. Brick Pagoda at Faxiang Dachansi

. Zhenggang Pagoda

- Platform at Juyongguan Pass

- Vajra-based Pagodas at Dazhengjuesi

. Yong'an Pagoda at Cishousi

- Vajra-based Pagodas at Xihuangsi

. Mosque at Niujie

Mosque at Dongsi
Baiyun Taoist Temple
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