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Preface Wuxuanyou

Lushan, anciently known as kuanglu, also
called kuangshan, is situated in Jiujiang municpa-—
lity, Jiangxi province, Towering majestically at
the bank of the Changjiang River and at the side
of the Poyang Lake, it is not only one of the
most beautiful scenic spots and famous Buddhistic
site, but one of the most fascinating tourist and
summer resorts as well, At the north western foot
of Lushan, there is the Donglin Temple, built
in the ninth year of Taiyuan age of the East Jin
Dynasty ( 384AD ) by Huiyuan, founder of the
Buddhistic sect of Sukhavati, and since that time,
this Temple has been one of the eight most famous
Buddhist sites where solemn religious rites are us-
ually performed, The Temple faces south, and the
peaks of Xianglu, Jiangjintai, and Tianchi are all
in that direction, with their green cliffs high rea—
ching the heaven,In front of the gate of the Tem-
ple, the Tiger Brook murmurs merrily and on the
two sides of the Temple, the Cleaver, the Ancient
Dragon, and the Zuoxi springs gurgle all the year
round, Every peak or spring has its own peculiar
beauty for the sightseers to admire,



The great master zhizhe of the East Jin Dyn-
asty in his article, «<Letter Forwarding to the Em-
peror of Jim » had given us a description how the
original Donglin Temple was looking like,He said,

“The Donglin Temple of Kuangshan was establi-
shed by the great master Huiyuan of the East Jin
Dyrasty, When he first arrived at the foot of the
mountain, he lived together with monk Yeshe as
mendicants in the empty forest, then they built
a storied building on the west side, later on they
built a temple on the east side, called the Dongli
Temple, ” Afterwards Huiyuan himself alone built
two halls bearing the titles  Bore» and «Fujing»
respectively ,Shelingyun, the famous poet, dug three
lotus pools, and Liang shaoyuan built magnificient
pavilions, making the Temple more sublime,

The Donglin Temple was in its fashion in the
Tang Dynasty, According to &« Lize’s Collection of
Tourist Records», in the agc of Dazong in the
Tang Dynasty, the Donglin Temple had houses halls
and pagodas above the number of three hundred
and ten and stored more than ten thousand volu-
mes of Buddhest scrcpture, Its spacious dimension
well deserved the title ¥Ten thousand Monks’ Pai-
ace”, and was regarded as the first in grandeur all
over the country, The great master Jianjin of the
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Daming Temple in yangzhou had made his pilgri-
mage here then crossed over .the sea to Japan and
preached sermons of the sect of Sukhavati there,
making invaluable contributions in promoting int-
ernational frierdly relationship and cultural inter—
course,

During the age of Shaoxing of the Song Dy-
nasty, the Denglin Temple suffered flames of wars
frequently and was on its decline,its courts devas-
tated and buildings damaged,In the reign of Tong-
zhi of the Qing Dgyuastg,the annals of Dehua cou-
nty recorded, “it was as late as at the age of Hu-
ngwu of the Ming Dynasty that the Donglin Tem-
ple began to be repaired, During the age of Wanli
of the Ming Dynasty, monk Dana with his disciple
Jirong rebuiit the Shenyun Hall the Jingye House
and other rooms for meditation, In the thirteenth
year of the reign of Shunzhi of the Qing Dynasty,
two monks called Jiaoren, and Chaixian repaired
the Hali of five Buddhas by means of collecting
alms, In the fifth year of the reign of Kangxi of
the Qing Dyrasty, monk Zongwei again repaired
master Huiyuan’s Hall Fuying, while during the
reign of Xianfeng of the Qing Dynasty, General
Caixieji rebuilt the Bore Platform, the bridge over
the Tiger Brook, the Pavilion of three Laughters,
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the White Lotus pool, the Wuliang Palace and the
Shenyun Hall, But all these projects were again
destroyed,

After the establishment of the people’s Repu—
blic of China, the party and government of diffr-
ent levels have paid great attention to the work
of rebuilding the Donglin Temple, Monk Guoyi,
abbot of the Temble, menber of the standing Co-
mmittee of the Chinese People’s Polrtical Consus—
tative Conference of Jiangxi province, president of
the Buddhism Association of Jiangxi province and
menber of the Council of the Chinese Natisnal
Buddhism Association, collaborating with manager
monk Dexin and others, had been able to collect
sufficient funds to give the Donglin Temple an
overall and thoroughgoing repair and rebuilding,
They not only made the palaces, halls, pavilions
and pagodas regain their former splendor, but also
enlarged the Xilin Temple and the main Buddhist
palace, remoulded the five hundred statues of ar—
hats, Thus, thé ancient temple built a thousand
years ago, takes on an altogether new aspect and
attracts sightseers and pilgnms to flow in like a
stream, In the recent sevral years, the Donglin Te-
mple has received foreign friends from more than
eighty ‘countries and regions and compatriots from
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Hongkong, Macao and Taiwan,About five hundred
thousand persons peér year come to the Donglin
Temple for sightseeing or pilgrimage making,
Since the establishment of the Temple, em-
inent monks, virtuous sages, famous scholars and
poets of great talents frequently assembled there,
such as monk Huiyuan, Taoyanming of the Jin
Dynasty; Shelingyun of the Southern Dynasties;
Menghaoran, Wangchangling, Libai, Dufu, Wei-
yingwu, Hanyu, Baijuyi, Guanxiu, Huangtao of
the Tang Dynasty;Suxi, Huangtingjian, Yuefei,
Luyou, Fanchengda, of the Song Dynasty ;Cheng-
tinggui, Liuyungzhi of the Yuan Dynasty, Wang
shouren, Dongqichang of the Ming Dynasty's Wa-
ngshizhen, Chashenxing of the Qing Dynasty and
Kangyouwei, Chengsanli, Duxuan of modern tim-
es, These persons enjoyed the attractive scenery of
the Donglin and Xilin Temples and wrote numer-—
ous peems about them,Some of them deseribed the
beauty of the mountains and waters and the agre—
eable quietness of the Buddhist houses; Some sang
about historical personages and traditional - tales, -
Some of them viewed the world macroscopically
and wielded vigorous pens, while others observed
things microscopically, and used their pens very
exquisitely, Their styles are quite different from
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each other, but all of them exhibited their great
genius, It is no exaggeration to say that their po-
ems are bright pearls of the literary treasury of
China,

I have worked in the Lushan District of Jiu-
jlang municipality for many years and the Dongl-
in Temple is just in this district, In order to in-
herit and to carry forward the excellent cultural
heritage of our nation, to develop the tourism trade
of our country, to help sightseers, both foreign and
domestic,get a certain knowledge about the peculi-
arities of the scenic beauty around the Dong Tem-
ple and the traditional tales about it, to stregnthen
the friendly relations between our people and fore-
ign peoples, to offer a certain means for persons
who want to mould their temperaments, and to
enhance the self-respect and self-confidence of our
nationality, I asked comrade Tanhuijin to comple
with notes this book « The Anthology of Poems
about the Donglin and xilin Temples selected from
successive Dynastiesy , Comrade Tan is the deputy
director of the office of the Communist Party of
the Lushan Distriet who spent more {wo years’
sparetime to accomplish this job,

There are altogether 192 poems selcted in this
Anthology,the time ranges fiom the Jin Dynasty
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dowrn to the modern ages,including nine dynasties,
There arc brief notes and short accounts about the
careers of the poets, In making the notes, the
anthologist has tried his best to solve the key and
difficult problems of the poems and has prepared
some informations about the backgrounds and leg-
endary tales of the scenic spots and places of his-
storical interests, For the reader/s reference the
anthologist has also made efforts to point out the
central idea and the specific artistic feature of
each of the poems,

In the process of compiling and publishing
this book, many eminent experts and seholars have
bestowed us valuable advices and directions, Dai-
xiangging, who is the president of the Association
of the History of Chinese Communist Party of
Jiangxi province and professor of the party school
of Jiangxi Party Committe, and Zongyuanya, who
is advisor to the Association of Chinese Traditional
Poetry and Ci, have taken the trouble to go over
the manuseript,monk Guoyi, master of the Donglin
Temple is kind enough to write another preface
for the book, Especially comrade Duxuan, the fa—
mous writer of China, noble in character and en-
joying high prestige has been very benevolent to
write the title for this anthology, 1 should like
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