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ABSTRACT

The dissertation concentrates on the development and evo-
lution of American university ideas , which covers the period
from the mid — 19th century to the late 20th century. It bases
on the methodology of historical and dialectical materialism, on
historical and documentary analysis, and sufficient historical da-
ta as well. Through reorganiziation, induction, and summary
of American higher educators’ ideas of university within more
than one hundred years, especially since the 20th century. This
dissertation searches for the inner — logic , universal principle
and common spirits of modern university thought. The whole
dissertation consists of six chapters.

The first chapter — preface — clarifies the theoretical value
and the practical significance of this dissertation by answering
the questions on topic selection, object establishment, method
employment, and the foundation of this research. The research

of Ideas of American university, as the dissertation explicates,
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not only furthers the comparative higher education theories in
their direction — changing and continution, in the depth, and
the levels of the research, but also offers experiences and exam-
ples for the reform and its development, especially in university
idea and perception reform of China’ s Higher education.

The second part , including chapter two, three, four and
five , is the main body of the dissertation. It divides the transi-
tion of the idea of American higher education into four historical
periods, and It sums up the main features of each period, based
on the investigations in poltics, economy, culture , as well as
the development state of higher education itself. In each respec-
tive idea in education is systematically introduced and evaluated.
The purpose of it is to show the orbit and the evolution course of
idea of American university . Chapter six , the third part , is
the ending of the dissertation . It sums up the common features
of idea of American university , based on the research of the
first four chapters. It also sets forth several inspirations. The
formations and development of idea American university share
the chiaracterotics of respective times. It is closely linked with
social, political, economical and cultural developments. It also
reflects the change in American higher education itself. The
study shows the conceptation of American university idea always

changeable. It always follows the patterns as trends — modern
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thinking replaces traditional one , transplantation goes side by
side with assimilation , and unity found in contradiction.

The revelation of this dissertation is that the reformation of
university idea should adapt to and satisfy the main trends and
demands of social development. The influence of traditional fac-
tors in national culture should be considered, and all advanced

reasonable university ideas should be from.
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