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Preface

Europe can be defined broadly and narrowly since the establishment of
European Community (EC). The narrowly defined Europe is EC, which is
being increasingly replaced by EU ( European Union). The Foundation of EU
has accelerated process of unification of Europe. Its expanding from Western
Eurcope to Eastern and Central Europe is the exact example. With an ultimate
aim to achieve a common market and political unity, EU is the biggest eco-
nomic and political entity in the world. It is also an important pole of main-
taining world peace. In the course of economic globalization and political plu-
ralism, any state or international organization should pay attention to EU. In
other words, studies on EU is of strategic importance.

Research of EU laws and its Member States belongs to this strategy. The
reason is that the unification of EU cannot be realized without its founding
treaties and its own legislation.

Judged by public international law, EU still belongs to international orga-
‘nization in nature, although no other international organization can compare
with EU by means of its integration level. EU consists of three communities,
namely Economic Community, Steel & Coal Community and Atomic Energy
Community. Moreover it has established its single currency system. Its Mem-
ber States take coordinated attitudes to external policies in diplomacy & public
safety. These three communities and two common external policies constitute
the “five pillars” of EU. Moreover, EU is entitled with its own legislation
and judicature, i.e. , the European Court. Consequently, EU is worthy of the
name of “supranational organization”. Broadly speaking, EU laws are com-
pulsory courses of law school students in Member States.

According to its foundation treaties, EU legislation takes the form of
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Regulations and Directives. Regulations take into effect directly in the Mem-
ber States. Due to sharp differences of national laws of its Member States, EU
legislation usually takes the form of Directive in order to achieve the lowest de-
gree of harmonization. The Member States must transform Directives into na-
tional laws within given pericds.

Other countries may find out tendency of modern laws by studying EU
Regulations and Directives, taking into account that EU Member States in-
clude both common law countries and continental law countries. Moreover,
the laws of EU Member States have a long tradition. It is therefore clear that
coordination of laws in EU Member States stands for the development tenden-
cy of world laws. Studies on EU law is of great significance not only in inter-
national law field but also in the legal process of China. It is noted that EU
laws have positively effected Chinese civil law, criminal law, economic law,
social law, environmental law and procedure law. On the other hand, EU is
paying attention to development of Chinese law due to the peaceful develop-
ment of China.

Both EU and China play an important part in international economic and
political stages. In era of globalization and pluralism, EU and China have been
undergoing cooperation in all fields. A kind of strategic partnership relation-
ship between EU and China is taking shape. The start-up of EU-China Pro-
gram is a good example for the cooperation. Being one of its sub-programmes,
the EU-China Legal and Judicial Co-operation Programme has set up a bridge
for communication of legal cultures.

On the impulse of EU-China Legal and Judicial Co-operation Programme,
Southwest University of Political Science and Law (SWUPL) commits itself
to bi-directional translation and comparative studies on European and Chinese
laws. We acknowledge our thanks to the Project Management Office, espe-
cially European director Mr. Stephan Forbes and Chinese director Madame
Zhao Linna as well as our partner Law Press* China for their generous sup-
ports. We also appreciate the effective coordination work of executive editor-
in-chief, Prof. Dr. Wu Yue, director of EU Law Centre, SWUPL.

We hope that the publication of EU-China law studies series can further



promote the legal exchange between EU and China.

Long Zongzhi

Dr. iur., Professor
President, SWUPL
Chongqing, Spring 2004

Rudolf Steinberg
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President, J. W. Goethe University
Frankfurt am Main, Spring 2004
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