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Two Views of Time

Anonymous

Imagine that you spent your whole life at a single house. Each day at the
same hour you entered an artificially-lit room, undressed and took up the same

position in front of a motion picture camera. It photographed one frame of you

per day, every day of your life. On your seventy- seu)nd buthday, the reel of
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less than half an hour (27. 4 minutes at sixteen frames per second). Images of
this sort, though terrifying, are helpful in suggesting unfamiliar but useful
perspectives of time. They may, for example, symbolize the telescoped, al-
most momentary character of the past as seen through the eyes of an anxious or
disaffected individual. Or they may suggest the remarkable brevity of our lives
in the cosmic scale of time. If the estimated age of the cosmos were shortened
to seventy-two years, a human life would take about ten seconds.

But look at time the other way. Each day is a minor eternity of over
86000 seconds. During each second, the number of distinct molecular func-
tions going on within the human body is comparable to the number of seconds
in the estimated age of the cosmos. A few seconds are long enough for a
revolutionary idea, a startling communication, a baby’ s conception, a
wounding insult, a sudden death. Depending on how we think of them, our
lives can be infinitely long or infinitely short.
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The Two Roads

John Ruskin

It was New Year’s Night. An aged man was standing at a window. He
raised his mournful eyes towards the deep blue sky, where the stars were
floating like white lilies on the surface of a clear calm lake. Then he cast them
on the earth, where few more hopeless people than himself now moved towards
their certain goal — the tomb. He had already passed sixty of the stages
leading to it, and he had brought from his journey nothing but errors and re-
morse. Now his health was poor, his mind vacant, his heart somowful, and
his old age short of comforts.

The days of his youth appeared like dreams before him, and he recalled
the serious moment when his father placed him at the entrance of the two
roads—one leading to a peaceful, sunny place, covered with flowers, fruits
and resounding with soft, sweet songs; the other leading to a deep, dark
cave, which was endless, where poison flowed instead of water and where
devils and poisonous snakes hissed and crawled.

He looked towards the sky and cried painfully, “O youth, return! O my
father, place me once more at the entrance to life, and I’ll choose the better
way! ” But both his father and the days of his youth had passed away.

He saw the lights flowing away in the darkness. These were the days of



