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‘The
Black Cat

Edgar Allan Poe

(Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) was born?
the United States. His life isn't easy and he
dies when he is young. He likes to drink and
becomes mad. The book is about a man who
has a black cat that follows him everywhere.
He kills the cat and then his wife, and hides
her body in the cellar. A frightening story
that will keep you awake but one you will

read with pleasure!
\_ P Y,

VERY EASY READERS
ARE STORIES THAT AL CHILDREN KNOW AND LOVE.
THEY ARE WRITTEN IN AN EASY ENGLISH.
THE ACTIVITIES AND GAMES MAKE THE BOOKS
GOOD FUN TOO!
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THe BLACK C;z\"t

J was a very quiet' boy. I liked reading
and writing. My school friends often
laughed at me because I was clever 2
My parents said I was helpful®. I loved
animals and my dog adored * me. I often
took it for a walk in the park and fed ’
the ducks. I visited my grandparents
every Saturday, and I helped them in
the house and garden.

I went to church every Sunday.

Yes, I was a perfect child!

1. quiet: you don't talk.

2. clever: intelligent.

3. helpful: somebody who always helps.
4. to adore: to love. ,

5. to feed, fed: to give food.
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ACTIVITY umssomn

X Join the opposite.

love/adore quiet like laugh good clever helpful

dislike stupid unhelpful talkative cry bad hate

2 Write sentences like this.

He was quiet, he wasn't talkative.

....................................................................

....................................................................

....................................................................

....................................................................

™ write TRUE sentences about
yourself!
J'm quiet (or talkative)

....................................................................

....................................................................

....................................................................

....................................................................

--------------------------------------------------------------------



Wher\ I was twenty | met my wife.
We worked in the same office and I saw
her everyday. She was a pretty girl and ]
loved her very much. We married
young. She liked reading and writing
too. She also liked animals. She filled '
our house with every kind of animal.
We had many types of birds, canaries,
budgerigars®, a parrot and a magpie.
They made a lot of noise .

We also had gold fish, rabbits, a
beautiful dog, a small monkey " that
talked all the time - and a CAT! The
house was like™ a zoo!

1. to fill: to have the house is full.

2. budgerigar: a small parrot.

3. noise: sound.

4. monkey: small jungle animal that lives in
the trees.

5. to be like: to be similar.
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ACTIVITY SR s

XN What are the names of these
animals? Put the [ctters into the
correct order and find out!

Look at the example!

ROTARP YNEMOK HFODSGHI BIRBTA

Pawrrot

kennel

/ r basket
@v{@ cage
% bowl
m - . hutch
ﬁ trees




My favourite pet' and friend was the
cat. It was entirely? black. Its name was
Pluto. It followed me in the house, in
the sitting-room, in the bedroom and in
the bathroom. Everytime I sat ' down, it
jumped on my knee*. Every evening it
went to sleep in the kitchen. In the
morning it was always asleep in my bed!
It was always behind me. When 1 went
out it followed me along the street to
my office and to my club.

It followed me everywhere”!

. pet: an animal that lives in the house with
the family.

. entirely: completely black.

. sat: is the past tense of sit.

. knee: the centre part of the leg.

. everywhere: every place.
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ACTIVITY EESsss

N This is what's in the house! Read
the story. Put the things into the
house, in the correct room!

There’s a W on the ﬁ in the

sitting-room. Under the M there’s

akf‘l’here are &G inthe @

and a % ‘on the ﬁ in the kitchen.
There'sa &5 inthehall, a V.4

in the attic, and a ﬂ in the cellar! Help!
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pluto and [ were friends for several
years'. Then , very slowly [ began to
change. | was always angry and
nervous. [ didn’t want to go out. I didn’t
want do anything. Everything annoyed *
me. [ was always bored *. Nothing
interested me.

[ didn’t like people and I didn't like
animals.

I didn’t like my wife very much either*!
[ was often bad to her and our pets.
Pluto was the only animal I avoided?.

1. several years: two or three or more.

2. to annoy: to make angry.
3. to be bored: to have nothing to do.

4. either: also.
5. to avoid: not look at or speak to.
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ACTIVITY

X write these sentences in the negative.

We were friends. .o
I started to change. .......cccccocviiiiiiiiicinnnnes
“lwasalways angry. ...
{liked animals. .
|liked my wife.

lavoided PIUtD. oo

S No write them in the interrogative.




The only place I went to was my club.
I drank' a lot and played cards. [ oftea
lost?. I hated losing!

One evening | came home from my
club. I was angry and bad tempered ".
The cat, as usual, walked between my
feet purring * stupidly. I fell down and

hurt my head.

I was furious’™ I went to the kitchen for
a knife. I called the cat and when it
came purring to me [ took the beast and
cut one of its eyes out! '

\-

1. drank: is the past of drink.

2. to lose, lost: you don't win.

3. bad-tempered: angry.

4. to purr: the noise a cat makes when it's
content.

5. furious: very angry.
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