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Let there be light: and there
was light.
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and it was good and it was so. and it was good.
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And on the seventh day God ended His
work which He had made; and He rested
And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it.




Genesis 1:1-2:3

In the beginning, when God created the universe,
the earth was formless and desolate. The raging
ocean that covered everything was engulfed in
total darkness, and the Spirit of God was moving
over the water. Then God commanded, “Let there
be light"—and light appeared. God was pleased
with what he saw. Then he separated the light
from the darkness, and he named the light “Day”
and the darkness “Night.” Evening passed and
morning came—that was the first day.

Then God commanded, “Let there be a dome to
divide the water and to keep it in two separate
places”—and it was done. So God made a dome,
and it separated the water under it from the water
above it. He named the dome “Sky.” Evening
passed and morning came—that was the second
day.

Then God commanded, “Let the water below the
sky come together in one place, so that the land
will appear”—and it was done. He named the land
“Earth,” and the water which had come together
he named “Sea.” And God was pleased with what
he saw. Then he commanded, “Let the earth

fttid1:1-2:3
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The story of the Old Testament (OT) begins with
an account of how the world was created. The
whole passage is fitted into the structure of a
seven-day week. As the theme is developed, a
sense of rhythm can be detected. Certain refrains
become obvious, e.g. “Then God commanded”,
“and it was done”, “God was pleased with what
he saw”, and “evening passed and morning
came”. It is no wonder that some scholars have
described the passage as a hymn of praise to
God. It is meant to evoke wonder and praise for
the Creator’s handiwork.

The writer of Genesis chapter one is telling us
a few things. First of all, God is the ultimate
reality. Only he is eternal. Before the event of
verse one, nothing else existed. Secondly, the
universe is not an accident of history, nor is
life the end product of blind forces. They arose

Jrom God’s deliberate creative acts. He willed
everything into existence. Thirdly, the sun, moon
and stars—popular objects of worship in ancient
times-and the much-feared “great sea monsters”
in ancient mythologies, are dismissed as mere
creations in the hands of God. There is no reason
Jor anyone to live in dreaded fear of unknown
powers. God is in control of the universe. And
Jourthly, the whole passage resonates with the
name of God. It is mentioned thirty-five times,
more than any other passage of comparable
length in the Bible. Furthermore, the week of
creation begins with God (“In the beginning
when God”) and ends with God (“He blessed
the seventh day”). All life, therefore, originate
Jrom him and all life point towards him. This,
then, is the grand purpose of life: to worship
and obey the one to whom all things owe their
existence. Human life, therefore, has meaning

and purpose.




produce all kinds of plants, those that bear grain
and those that bear fruit”"—and it was done. So
the earth produced all kinds of plants, and God
was pleased with what he saw. Evening passed
and morning came—that was the third day.

Then God commanded, “Let lights appear in the
sky to separate day from night and to show the
time when days, years, and religious festivals
begin; they will shine in the sky to give light to
the earth”—and it was done. So God made the
two larger lights, the sun to rule over the day and
the moon to rule over the night; he also made the
stars. He placed the lights in the sky to shine on
the earth, to rule over the day and the night, and
to separate light from darkness. And God was
pleased with what he saw. Evening passed and
morning came—that was the fourth day.

Then God commanded, “Let the water be filled
with many kinds of living beings, and let the air
be filled with birds.” So God created the great
sea monsters, all kinds of creatures that live in
the water, and all kinds of birds. And God was
pleased with what he saw. He blessed them all
and told the creatures that live in the water to
reproduce and to fill the sea, and he told the birds
to increase in number. Evening passed and
morning came—that was the fifth day.

Then God commanded, “Let the earth produce
all kinds of animal life: domestic and wild, large
and small”"—and it was done. So God made them
all, and he was pleased with what he saw.

Then God said, “And now we will make human
beings; they will be like us and resemble us. They
will have power over the fish, the birds, and all
animals, domestic and wild, large and small.” So
God created human beings, making them to be
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like himself. He created them male and female,
blessed them, and said, “Have many children, so
that your descendants will live all over the earth
and bring it under their control. I am putting you
in charge of the fish, the birds, and all the wild
animals. I have provided all kinds of grain and
all kinds of fruit for you to eat; but for all the
wild animals and for all the birds I have provided
grass and leafy plants for food”—and it was done.
God looked at everything he had made, and he
was very pleased. Evening passed and morning
came—that was the sixth day.

And so the whole universe was completed. By
the seventh day God finished what he had been
doing and stopped working. He blessed the
seventh day and set it apart as a special day,
because by that day he had completed his creation
and stopped working.
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And that is how the universe was created.

When the Lorp God made the universe, there
were no plants on the earth and no seeds had
sprouted, because he had not sent any rain, and
there was no one to cultivate the land; but water
would come up from beneath the surface and
water the ground.

Then the Lorp God took some soil from the
ground and formed a man out of it; he breathed
life-giving breath into his nostrils and the man
began to live.

Then the Loro God planted a garden in Eden, in
the East, and there he put the man he had formed.
He made all kinds of beautiful trees grow there
and produce good fruit. In the middle of the garden
stood the tree that gives life and the tree that gives
knowledge of what is good and what is bad.

A stream flowed in Eden and watered the
garden; beyond Eden it divided into four rivers.
The first river is the Pishon; it flows around the
country of Havilah. (Pure gold is found there and
also rare perfume and precious stones.) The
second river is the Gihon; it flows around the
country of Cush. The third river is the Tigris,
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Human life began with Adam and Eve. In them, we

see human nobility set alongside tragedy. Their story,
as described in Genesis chapters two and three, both
inspires as well as saddens us. Man, the highest of
God’s creation, was made by God “to be like himself”.
Into him was breathed the “life-giving breath”. As a
spiritual being, he enjoyed intimate fellowship with
his Creator in a way that no other creature could. To
him, too, was given the capacity to make moral choices
as well as the responsibility to rule over the rest of
creation wisely. But alas, tragedy marred his history.
In eating the fruit of “the tree that gives knowledge of
what is good and what is bad” - symbolizing moral
autonomy - Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s plain
command. It was an act that tantamount to a rejection
of God’s rule over their lives. Man had chosen to live
his life independent of his Creator. The consequences
came swiftly and surely - shame, death and expulsion
Jfrom the Garden of Eden. A holy God could have no
truce with sin. However, with judgement also came
hope, for God promised Adam that an “offspring” of
the woman would “crush” the head of the serpent
(Genesis 3:15). This was the first inkling of the coming
of a Saviour in the Bible.

That Adam and Eve were actual persons is attested to
by Jesus: “at the beginning the Creator made people
male and female” (Matthew 19:4-6) and Paul: “from
the time of Adam to the time of Moses, death ruled over
all human beings” (Romans 5:14). Nonetheless, they
are also more than just historical figures Jor their story
is written into the life of every person. Human nobility
and tragedy continue to characterize the human race.
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which flows east of Assyria, and the fourth river
is the Euphrates.

Then the Lorp God placed the man in the Garden
of Eden to cultivate it and guard it. He told him,
“You may eat the fruit of any tree in the garden,
except the tree that gives knowledge of what is
good and what is bad. You must not eat the fruit
of that tree; if you do, you will die the same day.”

Then the Lorp God said, “It is not good for the
man to live alone. I will make a suitable
companion to help him.” So he took some soil
from the ground and formed all the animals and
all the birds. Then he brought them to the man to
see what he would name them; and that is how
they all got their names. So the man named all
the birds and all the animals; but not one of them
was a suitable companion to help him.

Then the Lorp God made the man fall into a
deep sleep, and while he was sleeping, he took
out one of the man’s ribs and closed up the flesh.
He formed a woman out of the rib and brought
her to him. Then the man said,

“At last, here is one of my own kind—

Bone taken from my bone, and flesh from
my flesh.

‘Woman’ is her name because she was taken
out of man.”

That is why a man leaves his father and mother
and is united with his wife, and they become one.

The man and the woman were both naked, but
they were not embarrassed.
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