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PREFACE

Proverbs are relatively set expressions full of
meanings which are widely circulated among the
people.. Proverbs summarize the experience of life and
struggle of the people , having the function of
imparting experience, lessons, teachings and
admonition. The expressions of proverbs are terse and
popular, with vivid depiction and certain rhyme, easy
to read and remember.

English proverbs are the oral creation of the
people in Britain and the U. S. A etc, embodying the
experience of the people in their life and struggle, and
reflecting certain law of nature and societies. The
people can draw experience and lessons, get wisdom
and enlightenment from proverbs. Therefore English
proverbs are loved by the broad masses not only of
Britain and the U. S. A. but also of other countries.
English proverbs are valuable property in the treasure
house of the English language and bright and colourful
gems in the ocean of English vocabulary.

A short sentence, as usually is the case of
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proverbs, always has rich implication, meaningful and
lingering charm, radiating the light of mental
intelligence and the splendour of linguistic art.

The English language is a language with a long
history, and so are the English proverbs. Although,
with the development of human society, the English
language is changing and developing, new proverbs
replenishing and enriching the treasure house of
English proverbs. New English proverbs are
constantly emerging while some proverbs are either
replaced by new ones or gradually forgotten as the
time and situation have been changed, yet most of
English proverbs with great vitality can stand the test
of history and time and remain vigorously in use. The
most basic reason of such great vitality lies in that
English proverbs stem from the masses and take root
in the soil of the life and struggle of the masses. As a
result, English proverbs are well established and
vigorously developing, remain evergreen and are loved
not only by the people of all the English — speaking
nationalities but also by the people of non — English
speaking nationalities.

Proverbs have strong national nature. The have
very close relations with their special national history,
economy, culture life, customs and geographical

conditions etc. To understand these relations is the



PREFACE 3

essential prerequisite for learning and studying
proverbs. The neglect of comprehension and study of
the national nature of the English language will
influence correct understanding, translation and use of
English proverbs.

Proverbs have profound ideological content. First
of all, in the ocean of English proverbs glitters naive
materialism which forms the main part of the
idelogical content of English proverbs. Over thousands
of years, the people not only have themselves educated
and inspired by the naive materialism, but also have
regarded the naive materialism as a guide in their
thinking and action. In addition, many English
proverbs have become good teachers, helpful friends
and mottos of the people in expressing the moral
concepts, lofty moral character and sentiment of the
people and in playing the role of educating and
inspiring the people, forming the principal aspect of
the profound ideological content of English proverbs.

Proverbs have exquisite artistry. English proverbs
are concise and terse in expression. Usually a few
words can express rich contents and show a profound
truth making people ponder deeply, from which people
may get education and inspiration. Proverbs are really
concise and comprehensive. Many English proverbs

have vivid description with strong artistic appeal,
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which brings educational effect and fine artistic treat
to the people. When people I'eild proverbs, just as they
drink sweet spring water and inbreathe fragrance, the
heart — penetrating artistic power often produces
unforgettable impression. Many English proverbs can
be easily read aloud with sweet sounding effect and
perfect musical harmony. Such musical harmony not
only increases the artistic charm of English proverbs
but also makes the proverbs easy to declaim and
remember, creating favourable conditions for the wide
spread of English proverbs.
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A bad beginning makes a bad ending.
KA LIRS R,

A bad workman quarrels with his tools.
MERBILRAE,

A bargain is a bargain.

RARREY, REATER,

A beggar can never be bankrupt.
ZEARLE™,

A best cart may overthrow.
RFNETHITENE.

A best marksman may miss.
H¥RFHLAERREN,

A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.
RS EH, Am—SEF,

A bird may be known by its song.
RE, MHA.

A black hen lays white eggs.
REgatheEafanE.

A blunt knife draws no blood.

L WES [ EN. 7 -
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A bossom friend afar brings distant land near.
BHNEHMD, RIES S,

Absence makes the heart grow fonder.

A BB

A burned child dreads the fire.

— W Kb, WA EM.

A cat has nine lives. '

WHE LG, (LWmEdIR,)

A cat may look at a king.

BhENEEE,

Accidents will happen in the best regulated families.
R/ HEESR,

A chain is no stronger than its weakest link.
—HHES, 2RHWH.

A cheerful wife is the joy of life.
APMRIENEFREAN—ERE,

A clear conscience is a coat of mail.
RUWHERFH,

A clean hand wants no washing.

A5 LOE, AR,

A colt you may break, but an old horse you never can.
INRIR TR, E B BEY

A cracked bell can never sound well.
B

Actions speak lounder than words.

TGS ERRE. (HHERAM—TF,)



A danger foreseen is half avoided.
Bk, METH& T —¥%,

A dead mouse feels no cold.

ke A%, (REAMFKE.)
A dog’s mouth emits no ivory.

MY R R R,

A drowning man will catch at a straw.
BB NERBEDL LM,
Adversity is a great school master.
IR —EB . (BIHREN)
Advice when most needed is least heeded.
BREERNE, RERFHER,
A fair death honours the whole life.
FEREE, R4

A fair face may hide a foul heart.
REHEIL TR ESRH BEN L.
A fall into the pit, a gain in your wit.
g%, k8,

A fault confessed is half redressed.
ANHRFTHIE—¥,

A fine example has boundless power.

HHH BRI

A fool always rushes to the fore.

EASERE L,
A fool may give a wise man counsel.

WY TRAEELES.
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A fool may make money, but it takes a wise man to

spend it.

BESR, TEE

A fool's bolt may sometimes hit the mark.
BETR, LA 8.

A fools bolt is soon shot.
EABTET 8. (B:BFPZHHH.)
A fool's heart dances on his lips.
BAAEEARE,

A fox is not taken twice in the same snare.
—ARBAMKMAR —TRHE,
A fox may grow grey, but never good.
AP ELARLEN.

A friend in need is a friend indeed.
BAELNKZ,

A friend is easier lost than found.
REXMERER, RE%,

After a storm comes a calm.

RREE, RARTRE.

After death, the doctor.
FRREERKR,

After dinner comes the reckoning.

2RI, BB Y,

After dinner sit a while, after supper walk a mile.

FREES RIREEE,

After meal, mustard.



Rja LIFFR—FH.

After me the deluge.

AEPHES AR, W H EEBEK,

After rain comes the sunshine.

HERH %,

After rain, the umbrella.

WERERTA.,

A gentleman is always ready to help others attain their
aims.

BFBRAZE,

A gloved cat catch no mice.

WILETE, ZREAD,

A good anvil does not fear the hammer.

R A kAT .

A good beginning marks a good ending.
ATHHFL, A ARG R.

A good conscience is a soft pillow.

DHERRR RO, (LM, mHEi.)
A good death is far better and more deligible than an
ill life.

0 14 B 76378 3 P oL S B A A

A good example is the best sermon. -
SRR AT R

A good face is a letter of recommendation.
FHALDERA L,

A good horse should be seldom spurred.
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WA R R

A good husband makes a good wife.

W RWHTFET, (KBAM, — T TEEAAR
")

A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches.

TERL, FEEHR,

A good name is better than riches.

HEFRETHME,

A good name is sooner lost than won.
FaEREBIBREAE,

A good surgeon must have an eagle’s eye, a lion’s
heart, and a lady’s hand.
—NRFHNANEELARERENLLBF,

A good tale is none the worse for being twice told.
HREXEARARK.

A good winter brings a good summer.
—MFHARER—IFHEKX,

A great ship crosses deep waters.

KRBGERK. (KREERTH.)

A great talker is a great liar.
KERERBRAMESE .

Agues come on horseback but go away on foot.
FRERRMD, BN EN MR, OF¥EmLa,
W& mme)

A heavy purse makes a light heart.
KRN0,




A hedge hetween keeps friendships green.
REFEREKE, (BFZXRMK,)
A home without love is no more home than a body

without a soul is a man.

BERBORARE, BARAMBEERIA.

A horse stumbles that has four legs.

ABERR, SH KB,

A huge tree grows from a tiny seedling.
EMZK ETER,

A leopard cannot change its spots.
EHRERT 5 EARS. (REEK.)
A light purse makes a heavy heart.
AANERLUFE,

A little is better than none.
F—RLEHLBAA,

A little learning is a dangerous thing.
—HEMBERNHE,

A little pot is soon hot.

BhEN BIRE,

All are not friends that speak us fair.
YW IRFE, RLRBA.

All are not merry that dance lightly.

L 3 £243 DRSS Po3 &N YN

All are not saints that go to the church.

EHEEHROLIREAN
All are not thieves that dogs bark at.



