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Preface

During the most recent two or three decades, archaeological work in the Yangtze River valley
has developed rapidly. Many great discoveries have shown that the Yangtize River valley was also one
of the cradles of ancient Chinese civilization. As early as the initial Neolithic period, the earliest
paddy agriculture had emerged in this area. By the Longshan period, the Sichuan basin, Lianghu
plain, and Jiangsu-Zhejiang area all saw the emergence of walled towns, which are political, eco-
nomic, cultural and religious centres, and of sacred structures. At the same time, social productivity
developed significantly. These factors all indicate that the interaction of several cultural regions in
Yangtze River valley accelerated the civilizing processes up until the Longshan period. At that point,
and especially by the late Longshan period, the developments of these cultural systems were not bal-
anced, and several advanced cultural systems suddenly declined or became extinct. Then, beginning
from the Shang-Zhou period, advanced bronze cultures emerged again in each region: the bronze as-
semblages unearthed from Panlongcheng in Hubei province, the Ningxiang area in Hunan province,
Sanxingdui in Sichuan province and Dayangzhou in Xingan of Jiangxi province are examples of such
cultures. These new bronze cultures gradually formed their own systematical cultural systems; such
as the Sanxingdui culture in Sichuan province, the Wucheng culture in Jiangxi province, the Magiao
culture in Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces, etc. By the Western and Eastern Zhou periods, the
Bashu, Chu and Wuyue cultures all came into being. The bronze cultures along the Yangtze River
consist of many different factors and their developmental processes were also very complicated. In the
recent years, the study of bronze cultures in the Yangtze River valley has been quite active, but most
research focuses on single factors and are independent of other work. We therefore conducted this in-
ternational conference on bronze cultures in Yangtze River in order to provide the opportunity for aca-
demic communication, and promote the synthetic studies and understandings of bronze cultures along
the Yangtze River.

This conference was conducted by the School of Archaeology and Museolgy at Peking Unviersi-
ty, and the International Centre for the Study of Japanese Cultures from Japan. During the 24" to

26" of February 2001, over 50 scholars from China, Japan and India came to the School of Archaeol-
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ogy and Museology to participate in this meeting. Among them, there were not only famous venerated
scholars such as Zou Heng, Yu Weichao, Yan Wenming, Li Bogian, but also lots of middle-aged
and youthful experts, who have worked in the field for a long time and who know the original materi-
als very well and are active situated on the academic frontier. Due to the support from both the elders
and youth, this conference was full of activity.

Over 30 articles were submitted to this conference. Among them there are studies of cultural
systems in the Yangtze River region, and case studies of bronzes, burials and sites, and many arti-
cles adopt methods from environmental study, architectural analysis and metallurgy into the studies.
In addition, some scholars extended their studies of the material remains of cultures into discussions
of ritual systems, social systems and ideology. In sum, the articles presented at this conference used
a variety of perspectives to discuss aspects of the bronze cultures from along the Yangtze River; in-
cluding their origins and development, cultural characteristics, similarities and differences. As Prof.
Li Bogian remarked, “In this conference, the Yangtze River valley is regarded as a whole in discus-
sion. It has landmark significance.”

In order to let the public know about the achievements of this conference, we have decided to
publish this collection. This compilation includes 23 papers and a summary report by Prof. Li Bo-
gian. It is regrettable that the summaries that some scholars submitted without formal papers couldn’t
be collected into this book. The editing team consists of Gao Chongwen, Yasuda Yoshinori, Liu Xu,
Sun Hua, Lei Xingshan and Du Linyuan, who have taken charge of the examination of papers. Ex-
cept for some abridgement necessary for limiting length, and corrections for occasional mistakes, all
papers are the original versions. Therefore, the authors will be responsible for their papers and opin-
ions expressed therein.

A deep gratitude must be extended to “The Yangtze River Civilization Project” which is the
Grant-in-Aid Program for COE Research Foundation of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports
and Culture, as well as to International Research Center for Japanese Studies, Kyocera Corporation

and Science Press, for their support of the conference and this publication.

Gao Chongwen

Yasuda Yoshinori
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